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MINDANAO ALLIANCE BECOMES NATIONAL PARTY 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 3 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The Cagayan de Oro basec Mindanao Alliance is now a national political 
party with a new name Makabayan Alyansa (MA). 


This was learned from Rodolfo S. Pactolin, Regional Vice-Chairman of the Maka- 
bayan Alyansa for ' ~!on 10-A, who said that a national convention of the party 
will be held on Ap: . 17 this year in Bacolod City. 


Pactolin was here in Cebu the other day for a brief stop over from Manila where 
he conferred with some opposition leaders, who, he said, were willing to join 
the Makabayan Alyansa. 


However, Pactolin declined to reveal the names of these opposition leaders, but 
opted to say that either Senator Jose W. Diokno or Assemblyman Salvador Laurel 
will attend the national convention in Bacolod. 


Pactolin said the Makabayan Alyansa is going nationwide and will welcome even 
other leaders of the scattered opposition groups in the country. 


MA, which is headed by Misamis Oriental Gov. Homobono Adaza, espouses nationalism 
as its central driving force and repudiates clutches of imperialism and even 
shades of feudalism, he said. 


"We desire to effect a change in the government through peaceful and legal 
means,"’ the Mindanao opposition leader pointed out. 


He said there are 1,500 Barangay Captains in Mindanao who are do-or-die party 
members including 10 fightingest City and Municipal Mayors. 


"MA is willing to put up candidates in the future elections for local and 
national officials in the whole country,” he said. 


Pactolin said that there will be a series of provincial conventions of Alyansa 
party members to lay effective groundwork for the national convention. The 
biggest of these gatherings he said will be in Molave Zamboanga del Sun, on 
March 5 where 8,000 party delegates are expected to atterd. Another conven- 
tion in Azamis City is scheduled on March 19, this year. 


CSO: 4200/466 1 
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MINDANAO ACTION TEAMS WELCOMED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 83 p 9 


[Text] Datu Sacar M. Basman, president of the association of 3,760 barangay 
councils of Region XII, said yesterday the sending of special action teams 

to Mindanao to boost the implementation of Oplan Katatagan is a big step 
towards the re-establishment of normalcy in the area. 

Basman, who espouses sustained barangay participation in government affairs 

as the most valid basis for participatory democracy, said that "winning the 
hearts and minds of the people over to the government side should be the begin- 
ning and the end of whatever we are doing towards promoting normalcy in 
Mindanao and in the whole country.” 


Oplan Katatagan might well provide for making local executives, mainly the 
barangay officials, primarily responsible for the success or failure of govern- 
ment plans and programmes in Mindanao. The special action teams should only 
provide the necessary guidance and supervision, he added. 


"The involvement of barangays in Oplan Katatagan will provide the national 
leadership the facility of ascertaining the public pulse at all times which 
shall be the basis of government policies and programmes," Basman emphasized. 


Basman, who is the top Marawi city barangay official, said Region XII is 
blessed with the leadership of Gov. Muhammad Ali Dimaporo who goes out of his 
way to ascertain the sentiments of the people thru the barangays. 


Dimaporo's widely publicized promise when he spoke at a Manila civic club 
recently saying "that no secession or rebellion will succeed in Mindanao as 
long as I am alive and as long as President Marcos is the leader,” is fully 
supported by the barangays in Mindanao. 


It is just appropriat: for the national government to avail of the enthusiasm, 
the loyalty, strength, and support of the barangays, Basman stressed. 


CSO: 4200/470 
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EDITORIAL RAPS ‘HOUNDING' LEGITIMATE OPPOSITION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 3 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial by Al Alinsug: "Winning the People] 


[Text] All the 21 mayors of Davao del Norte where the NPA is collecting taxes 
(BULLETIN TODAY, March 2) are under threat of liquidation if they do not come 
across. According to the news account, even public school teachers are made 
to pay “taxes.” Big business men like logging operators are made to fork over 
from P10,000 to P20,000 monthly. And the poor families are taxed P2 to P3 
weekly. 


We have heard of reports on tax collection going on in other parts of the country, 
like Samar and Leyte, where the rebels are “influential.” I have talked with 
editors of newspapers in Mindanao and this story is confirmed by them. One of 

my colleagues who lives in a Misamis Oriental town gives one sack of rice and 

cash to the NPA “collectors" monthly. 


“We can not do otherwise," my friend said. "Life is much too precious compared 
to one sack of rice, so there is no other way. Those who don't are threatened, 


if not killed," he told me. 


There is more reason to believe the situation obtains also in many parts of 
the country. The reason is pretty obvious. The rebels who may be believed to 
be funded from outside sources also find it convenient to collect in the 
neighborhood where they operate. Besides, to be able to make exactions under 
threat of liquidation seem to give an aura of "power" and therefore the rebels 
do it for this psychological reason. 


It is now becoming apparent that the peace and order condition vis-a-vis the 
real enemy of the state is getting more serious. We have not heard of tax 
collection by the NPAs before the imposition of martial law. 


The way I see it, the aggravating peace and order condition in the country has 
much to do with the scheme of hounding the legitimate opposition. People and 
politicians who dissent have been picked up and charged. These are not the 
rebels. They do not endanger the stability of the Republic. Only those hold- 
ing power are in jeopardy. But the legitimate opposition provide the peaceful 
alternative to those who do not believe in the present leadership. To arrest 
the opposition men and the dissenters is wrong. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BOUNTY INCREASED ON MNLF LEADER USMAN SALI 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Mar 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] Bad Datu, Jolo, Sulu, March 15--Maj. Gen. Josephus Q. Kamas, Army 
commanding general, told newsmen here today that the price tag on the head of 
wanted rebel leader Usman Sali has been raised to #500,000. 


Ramas said the amount awaits anyone, no questions asked, who can give positive 
information leading to the capture, dead or alive, of Sali. 


Sali, former vice-mayor of Patikul, became the most wanted Tausog after he led 
a group of Moro National Liberation Front rebels who massacred 34 unarmed 
military officers headed by Brig. Gen. Teodulfo Bautista, commanding general 
of the lst Infantry (Tabak) division, in Patikul's public market on Oct. 10, 
1979. 


Only a sergeant in Bautista's group survived by playing dead after he was shot 
and wounded, and covered by three bodies of dead comrades who spilled over him 
when they were fatally shot seconds after him. 


Bautista and his group went to Patikul to accept the surrender of Sali and 
his MNLF followers when they were gunned down in cold blood. 


Ramos announced the increase of the reward, the biggest so far offered for 
wanted fugitives, after being briefed at this military command post by Brig. 
Gen. Mariano Miranda, commanding general of the lst Infantry division, and 
Col. Restituto Padilla, commander of the 2nd Infantry brigade and of the Jolo 


internal defense force. 


The military command post, which is 1,200 feet above sea level and about seven 
kilometers from and overlooking Jolo town proper, used to be the hideout and 
training camp of Sali's group of over 1,500 armed followers. 


Miranda said intelligence reports traced Sali to Sabah. The rebel leader is 
reportedly afraid to go back to Jolo because even his former followers and dis- 
tant relatives who are attracted by the handsome reward might inform on him. 


Earlier this morning, Ramas turned over to Gov. Muss Izquierdo and the regional 
director of the Ministry of Public Highways of Region IX and commented 14.5- 




















kilometer Jolo circumferential road constructed jointly by the Army's 52nd 
Engineer Construction brigade under Col. Feliciano Suarez, the provincial 
district engineer's office, and a private censtructiun firm. 


It took severai months to complete construction of the circumferential road 
at a cost of a little over #2 million. 


CSO: 4200/471 























PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL ON FOREIGN OBSERVERS TO ELECTION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 19/20 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial: “Invite Foreign Observers During Election"] 


[Text] One of the charges that the political opposition has brought before 
the Filipino people is cheating in election. Election in this country has 
been called as the dirtiest electoral process. Confirming the rape of the 
electoral process is not hard to get. The people who go to the polls are 
witnesses. What happened to the Pusyon Bisaya proclamation of winners is 
known to all. The rape of election has been the rule rather than the 


exception. 


The main problem in elections, therefore, is how to correct the evils that 
have made them a mockery or a farce. Proposals to make the elections 
clean is in order considering that an election is fast approaching. 


One suggestion that is worth considering is for foreign observers to be 
invited on election time. Why not invite as observers the United Nations 
or Amnesty International? If representatives from the UN and AI are 
allowed during election day, those who may have plans to subvert the 
people's will might think twice. Anyway, if the national leadership is 

at all desirous that elections be fair, honest and clean, as what it wants 
people to believe, then it should not be afraid of impartial witnesses. 


The political opposition will do well to consider the deterrent effect of 
UN and AI representatives in the Philippines in the commission of frauds 
and other electoral crimes. It must pursue to have independent witnesses 
and the best ones so far are United Nations and Amnesty International 


observers. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SIXTY-FIVE MNLF REBELS SURRENDER, ACCEPT STATE JOBS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 83 p 39 


[Text] It pays to try. This was discovered by some 65 MNLF rebels as they 
acceded to a proposal by the Army's lst Infantry Brigade based in Pagadian to 
lay down their arms and be employed outright in different government and private 
agencies arranged and coordinated for them by the brigade. 


In a report to Maj. Gen. Josephus Q. Ramas, PA Chief, from Col. Madrino C. 
Munoz, CO of the Army's 4th Infantry Division, said the former rebels were 
reluctant at first to accept the proposal. However, negotiating teams of the 
Brigade persistently pursued their points telling the rebels that they just 
make it a try and forget the whole thing and return to the mountains just in 
case they will not be satisfied. 


Today, the former rebels headed by a certain Asmad Macasar are employed as 
clerks, heavy equipment operators, electricians, masons, carpenters and utilities 
of the Philippine Australian Development Assistance program and the Region's 
Ministry of Public Highways. Five others were employed as far as Saudi Arabia 

as construction workers after passing the requirements of a Manila-based firm. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS EXEMPTS LPG FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Mar 83 pp 1, 12 


[Article by: WYillie Ng] 


[Text] President Marcos moved yesterday to stabilize the price of liquefied 
petroleum gas (LPG) importations from customs duties. 


He took this action in the face of the doubling of prices of LPG during the 
past months because of supply shortage. Saudi Arabia, the principal supplier, 
has declared a condition of "force majeur" due to its inability to meet its 
supply requirements. 


At the same time, the President directed the Ministry of Energy to maintain 
the present level of prices of all oil products following announcement by the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) of a five-dollar reduc- 
tion in the official price of its marker crude, from $34 to $29 per barrel. 


The President said that the reduction of OPEC crude oil prices by five dollars 
per barrel will save the country “as much as $300 million for 1983." 


He also said that based on the level of price reduction announced by OPEC, the 
implementation of alternative energy projects would not be adversely affected. 


The OPEC announcement came after its 67th extraordinary meeting in London. 
Saudi Arabia, principal exporter of crude oil in the world, and Kuwait have 
been agitating for a unified price structure to save the economies of the oil- 
producing countries. 


Britain and Norway, which hold vast oil reserves in the North Sea, first 
announced a reduction of the price of their crude oil by $3 per barrel. Nigeria, 
which produces the best crude oil in the world, reduced its price by $5.50. 
Mexico was about to join in the price war when the OPEC intervened. 


Economists have warned that the present situation--a glutted oil market--will 
not last. Judging from past behavior of the OPEC countries, the twin agree- 
ments--a unified price structure and an agreement to limit production with a 
quota system--were "shaky." At any time, any of the OPEC countries could 
secretly increase production or secretly slash prices. 




















Even the official communique issued at the end of the OPEC meeting had an under- 
current of discord: "The delegation of t!.. Isla-[as published] 


OPEC's marker crude price is lowered by $5 to $29 a barrel as part of a package 
formally endorsed by OPEC oil ministers meeting as an "extraordinary" OPEC 
ministerial conference. 


Other elements of the package comprise the adoption of a 17.5 million barrels 
a day ceiling for OPEC crude oil output for the remainder of 1983 as well as 
production quotas for each of the 13 countries inside the agreed lim‘: 


Hong Kong, March 15 (REUTER)--Oil importing nations today calculated how much 
they could expect to save following OPEC's price cut, but some predicted their 


own earnings would fall as well. 


Financial markets opened calmly following the OPEC reduction of $5 a barrel 
which US Treasury Secretary Donald Regan said could help spur recovery from 


recession. 


In Tokyo, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Naksone said that he had told government econ- 
omists to draw up plans to stimulate Japan's economy. 


"I believe the much sought after (OPEC) decision will have favorable effects 
on the world economy, including the Japanese economy," the prime minister told 


reporters. 


The economic planning agency said Japan's oil bill would be cut by about $6.5 
billion annually as a result of the OPEC move while the country's economic 
growth rate would be boosted by 0.35 per cent in the first year and 0.93 per- 


cent in the second, 





Some developing countries noted that lower revenues for Middle East oil produc- 
ers would lead to a drop in their own incomes. 


They include South Korea, which has tried to offset its oil bill by undertaking 
construction projects in the Middle East worth billions of dollars, and Pakis- 
tan which gets substantial amounts of aid from Arab countries as well as $2.5 
billion a year in remittances from citizens working in the region. 


The South Korean government and businessmen there both hailed OPEC's action 

and said lower production costs would help make the country's goods more com- 
petitive on «export markets, leading to a lower deficit in the current account. 
This in turn would make it easier for Seoul to borrow abroad, they predicted. 


But the government-backed Korea Development Institute said there could be a 
10 per cent fall in construction contracts. 


In Islamabad, official sources said energy-starved Pakistan could save about 
$150 million a year and the money would be used to develop domestic oil and 
natural gas resources now supplying only about 10 percent of the country's 


energy needs. 


But aid given by Middle East oil exporters to fellow-Moslem Pakistan might be 
affected along with the flow of remittance money, they added. 
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A.J. Tauro, chairman of the Indian Oil Corp., said the OPEC cut “is likely to 
provide a big relief to India as it will help to reduce the heavy strain on the 
country's balance of payment's position." 


Industry sources said the OPEC decision might prove a mixed blessing for India, 
which recently started exporting surplus offshore crude which cannot be refined 
within the country. 


Private economists in the United States were skeptical as to whether the OPEC 
agreement would last because of disputes within the organization and the econom- 
ic problems of some members. 


They said much would depend on whether Britain cuts the price of its North 
Sea crude, Saudi Oil Minister Ahmed Zaki Yamani warned yesterday that a fur- 
ther reduction by London of more than $1.50 a barrel would start a price war. 


Non-OPEC member Mexico, which has foreign debts of more than $80 billion, 
followed the organization and cut its prices by between $2 and $3.50 a barrel. 
The president's office in Mexico city said the cut would cost $1.3 billion in 
lost income this year. 


Dealers on the Singapore open market predicted that spot prices will fall in 
the long run to as low as $25 a barrel, $4 below the new OPEC reference level. 


CSO: 4200/470 
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PHILIPPINES 


COMMANDER CLARIFIES REBEL SURRENDER ISSUE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 4 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Recom 7 Commander Brig. Gen. Alfredo Olano yesterday issued clarifica- 
tions on the issues concerning the recent surrender of rebels and NPA sympa- 


thizers in Asturias, Cebu. 


General Olano's clarifications were contained in a letter addressed to lawyer- 
commentator, Migs Enrique, who strongly denownced wiiat has been considered by 
many as simulated surrender by the alleged NPA men. The letter was read during 
the Karambola program over dy-LA-AM last night. 


In his letter, General Olano, among others, stressed the following points: 


1. The regional PC/INP command never claimed that all the surrenderers were 
regular NPA rebels, pointing out that what was announced was that most of them 
were auxiliaries or supporters of the NPA. 


2. It is not true that the Poblacion residents of Asturias were made to con- 
gregate at the town Plaza and made to appear as surrendering NPAs. 


3. A free medical and dental clinic was ongoing in the plaza prior to the 
surrender rites and the residents were taking advantage of the health services. 


4. General Olano also corrected the claim by concerned citizens that the rebels 
and their sympathizers were only enticed to come down from the mountains to par- 


take of a free meal. 


He said that the lunch packs were prepared in anticipation that the rites would 
last until noon time. 


The Recom 7 commander also dismissed reports that monetary awards were given 
to those who surrendered. 


Enriquez later commented that matters like this is a delicate one which affects 
the credibility of the military. 


He said no hocus-pocus and abuse of power should be tolerated. Whoever makes 
wrongdoings among military men must be punished since the civilians also go to 
jail if they run afoul of the law. Enriquez maintained that increasing mili- 
tarization is not the solution to the increasing problems of the country. 
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PHILIPPINES 


ARTICLE VIEWS DEMORALIZATION IN OFFICER CORPS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


[Article by: Jose De Vera] 


[Text] The policy of recalling retired military officers to assume positions 
which could also be handled well by officers in the active service has report- 
edly caused demoralization among AFP ranks. 


Personnel officers in the AFP-GHQ, Army, Constabulary, Air Force, and Navy 
said this sentiment surfaced again last Saturday after the turnover rites 
between the outgoing chief of the AFP's civil relations office and Brig. Gen. 
Pacifico M. Lopez de Leon (ret.), new CRS chief. 


Brig. Gen. Alexander L. Felix has been named commanding general of the Northern 
command (Northcom) based in Echague, Isabela from his post as CRS chief. He 
replaced Maj. Gen. Romeo G. Gatan who retired recently. 


Generals in the active and retired iists, colonels, and members of the AFP 
officers corps said the recall of retired officers for assignment to positions 
that can be handled well by those in the active service is highly demoralizing. 


While the recall of retirees listed in a separate roster does not affect pro- 
motions of those in active service, it would seem that the AFP lacks or is 
short of qualified leaders, it was explained. 


Defense and military authorities may not know it but the demoralizing effect 
of the “recall policy” has started to be felt and is spreading swiftly, sources 
said. They cited that Brigadier Generals Mamarinta Lao, Cesar Templo, and 
Angelo Quedding, are all retired officers who were recalled to positions that 
could be handled by even full colonels. 


AFP officers said that when Felix's assignment as Norcom chief was announced 
and his unavoidable relief as CRS chief became known, 19 contenders began 


aspiring for the CRS post. 


Several politicians and influential individuals outside the defense and military 
establishments reportedly also showed unusual interest in recommending their 
own proteges to the post. 
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Sources said this prompted Ver to ignore the aspirants and instead pick out a 
“dark horse" to become CRS chief--General De Leon. 


Ver wrote Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile about his recommendation to recall 
De Leon for appointment as CRS chief. 


Instead of endorsing or disapproving the selection of De Leon, Enrile merely 
scribbled "Noted" on Ver's letter, it was reported. 


Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, ordered yesterday Brig. Gen. Pacifico 
de Leon, newly appointed chief of the AFP civil relations service (CRS), to go 
to Mindanao to coordinate with civilian officials on the implementation of 
"Oplan Katatagan" there. 


De Leon was recalled to active duty to President Marcos last March 8 to head 
the CRS which was vacated by Brig. Gen. Alexander L. Felix who was named 
commander of the Northern command (Northcom). 


While in Mindanao, De Leon will explain to provincial and local officials the 
objective of “Oplan Katatagan" as a new weapon adopted by the military to 
counter insurgency. 


CSO: 4200/470 
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PHILIPPINES 


GOVERNMENT VIEWS SHELVING ENERGY PROJECTS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Mar 83 pp 8, 7 
[Article by: Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] The energy ministry has started reviewing projects on the drawing 
board for possible deferment or outright shelving. 


This move was prompted by the new lower OPEC oil prices, which made some of 
the energy-related projects unviable to pursue, energy officials said. 


Ongoing projects will, however, be pursued. Among these are the geothermal 
projects in Tongonan, Leyte; and Palimpinon, Negros; the hydroelectric projects 
in Mindanao and even the nuclear power plant in Bataan. 


Members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) have agreed 
to lower their price benchmark from $34 to $29 a barrel and set a ceiling on 


their oil output. 


Energy Minister Geronimo Z. Velasco has directed all bureaus and units within 
the ministry to make an inventory of proposed projects for a reassessment of 
their viability. 


The viability level of projects in the pipeline is based on a $30/barrel oil 
price, meaning energy planners took into account possible price fluctuations 
in designing energy projects, energy officials claimed. 


Gary Makasiar, chief, planning services of the energy ministry, said all proj- 
ects in the planning stage will have to be ranked according to their investment 


requirements and their viability. 


But final decisions on whether to defer certain projects or to proceed with 
them will onlv be made when world oil prices stabilize, Makasiar said. 


OPEC has agreed to cut its price by $5 a barrel but the British National Oil 
Co. (BNOC) is reported to be contemplating deeper price cuts which may lead 
to price undercutting by other oil producers, including OPEC. 


"It is still not wise at this time to decide on the projects, he said while 
adding: "We will have to wait for about two months for oil prices to stabilize 


then we can decide." 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST CRITICIZES OFFICIAL DECEPTION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 4 Mar 83 p 4 


{From the “Guided Missile” column by Danny M. Gonzales: "The Deception Must 
Stop” ] 


[Excerpt] There's too much talk about the NPA men's allegedly stage managed 
surrender. That the so-called NPA surrenderees were no NPAs at all. Well, 
you can't blame the people from talking. After all, the presence of the NPA 
force in the province of Cebu was never known to be strong compared to its 
existence in other provinces. Denials were even made not long ago about the 
existence of an invisible government, run by the NPAs, in some areas of the 
province. So how could the people now believe that a big number of NPAs from 
a single town alone would now come down from the hills to surrender? Thus, 
you can't blame the talks going on. 


Other Instances 


I'm not saying that these talks are true. But there's a big possibility that 
they are. At any rate, there were instances in the past that this regime tried 
to pull the wool over the people's eyes. Remember the much-publicized report 
that Ninoy Aquino batted for the use of violence to overthrow the government? 
This was a deception, a blatant lie. This is but one example. We can cite so 
many others, including the political deceptions this regime is noted for. But 
suffice it to say that deception as a tool to fool the people has time and 
again been conveniently employed. 


Very Low Credibility 


Thus, the present regime suffers from very low credibility. And it has itself 
to blame. In the case of Pres. Marcos himself, the people have come up with 

a unique way of interpreting what he means. When he says that the elections 
will not be held this year, it means the elections will be held this year. In 
other words, the reverse is true. Of course, being a political strategist, 
Pres. Marcos knows what's best for his party. He may be forgiven for political 
cleverness through misleading pronouncements. But this practice should not 

be made a habit as to apply to other matters--especially if they involve the 


security of the state. 
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In Crisis 


The nation is in grave crisis. If the Marcos government hopes to enlist the 
support of the people for its projects, it must level with them. Resorting to 
“palabas”™ or stage-managed activities, to double talks and half-truths wil! 
bring it nowhere. It will only sink itself further into the abyss of unbeliev- 
ability. And when you are not believed, you can't expect the people to volun- 
tarily do what you want them to. 


Must End 


Thus, the deception must end. It's one way for the regime to regain its cred- 
ibility. Also, it's one measure to bring a sound of sincerity to its call for 
national reconciliation. Many are opposed to the regime because they don't 
like the way things are being run. But these oppositionists are not blind to 
the positive moves of the administration that will redound to the benefit of 


the country. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST SPECULATES ON INTELLIGENCE FUND USE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 4 Mar 83 p 4 


[From the "Of Mice and “len” column by Atty. David Ompoc: "Intelligence Fund- 
Money Coming From Feaven"] 


[Excerpt] Brig. General Olano is one military officer who is very responsive 
and sensitive to media. On the Asturias surrender issue, he immediately gave 
his answers. A heart-to-heart dialogue on any issue affecting public welfare 
will surely redound to the good of all. Now, it is up to the people to weigh 
the pro and con of the controversy. 


General Olano vehemently denied that the military is giving monetary rewards to 
surrendering rebels. But feedbacks from rebel areas categorically asserts that 
such rewards exist. Perhaps, the records in the defense ministry do not con- 
tain such information for the reason that this money may have been taken from 
the intelligence fund. This type of fund is very mysterious as it is not sub- 
ject to the usual auditing rules. Only the Gods in the military know why and 
where this is spent. Some say that intetligence fund is money coming from 
heaven. 


CSO: 4200/466 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS POLITICAL ALLIANCES 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 7 Mar 83 p 4 
[From the "Guided Missile" column by Danny M. Gonzales: "Who Will Join Who?"] 


[Text] Not long ago, I wrote about political realignments to be taking place 
soon. After it appeared in this space, I've been asked countless questions 
about it. Who will join who? This was among the questions asked. 


The Parties 


First of all, let's review the local political scene. Firstly, there's the KBL. 
And talk of accreditation, the NP immediately comes to mind. Talk of opposition, 
there are many of them--the genuine and the token. Anyway, there's the badly 
splintered Pusyon Bisaya. There's the remnants of the Unido. The PDP-Laban. 

The SDP. And, of course, the Federal Party. Wait a minute, we almost forgot, 

we also have the people's party. 


The NP and KBL 


Being the twin brothers in Marcos politics, the quéstion is asked if both would 
unite. As of now, it's very unlikely. However, if the NP doesn't succeed in 
portraying itself as legitimate opposition, it may ultimately end up coalescing 
with the KBL. A grand alliance of those in power to be climaxed with the 
announcement--"we are one." But coalescing with the KBL is not supposed to be 
the NP's role. So, we can't really say that the NP will join the KBL. Perhaps, 
it's safer to say that the NP would compliment the KBL. 


How About the UNIDO? 


A name that served as an umbrella to unite the Philippine opposition is that 
of the Unido. How about it? I don't see any obstacle to its uniting with 
other opposition groups. Which opposition group, it depends on the decision 
of its leaders. 


The SDP 


And the SDP? It's similarly situated as the Unido. It's adopting a wait-and- 
see attitude. The party will be courted by both the KBL and the NP. But I'm 
inclined to believe that its leadership will bide its time. And when the 
right moment comes, it won't hesitate to coalesce--even merge--with a party 

in whom it finds a vehicle to express its principles and aspirations. 
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The PDP-Laban 


There is also the PDP-Laban. Made into a party of note by its aggressiveness 
and sheer efforts to grow, it is considered among the more credible opposition. 
As far as the NP is concerned, its doors are closed. But not to other 
vpposition groups. Except, of course, personalities who--although now with 
the opposition--were notoriously identified with the Marcos administration. 


Federal Party 


Tome Cabangbang's Federal party will have a difficult time uniting with other 
opposition groups. This is especially so if it imposes the condition that the 
other parties embrace its stand to annex the Philippines to the United States. 
In all likelihood, it will fight on its own--a party working independently 

to bat for the country’s loss of independence via the annexation scheme. 


People's Party 


The labor-oriented People's Party seems to be holding its aces. It's so 
secretive about its plans. Will it join one of the opposition groups or the 
KEL? Judging from the temper of some of its top leaders, it's inclined to 
join one of the opposition groups. Whatever its moves, this is a party to 
watch. 


Personalities 


Thus, the likely thing to happen is that personalities will more easily switch 
their political commitments. But party alliances will take time. For there 
will be differences in principles and platforms. Meanwhile, the question-- 
whether in reference to parties or persons--will continue. Who will join who? 


CSO: 4200/466 
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PHILIPPINES 


POSTS BUREAU SEEKS $3.9 MILLION FROM JAPAN 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 16 Mar 83 p 16 


[Excerpt] The Bureau of Posts will "definitely" borrow soon about $3.9 million 
from the Overseas Economic Cooperation Fund (OECF) of Japan in order to expand 
further the country's mail distribution equipment systen. 


Bureau of Posts officials told local and foreign journalists participating 
the ongoing 1983 press media tour of the RP-Japan cooperation project that the 
$3.9 million borrowed by the bureau in 1980 was not enough to improve all its 
distribution system throughout the country. 


"We will be happy if the OECF gives us the same amount," an official said. 


The bureau's expansion project is intended to improve mail distribution 
efficiency through the acquisition of mobile mail distribution equipment such 
as delivery vans, trucks, boats and motorcycles and construction of processing 


centers. 


Proceeds of the $3.9 million earlier borrowed fron the OECF's 8th yen loan 
package in June 1980 were used in the acquisition of 212 motor vehicles 


CsO: 4200/471 
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PHILIPPINES 


WORLD BANK LOANS P45 MILLION 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Mar 83 p 24 


[Text] The World Bank has agreed to extend a ®45-million loan to the govern- 
ment to provide some 750,000 toilet bowls made of fiber glass to depressed 
barangays and other areas infested with schistosomiasis. 


The proper disposal of wastes is expected to eliminate the source of infection 
and consequently decrease the incidence of schistosomiasis, or snail fever, a 
disease caused by a blood worm transmitted by a tiny freshwater snail. 


Health Minister Jesus Azurin said yesterday the incidence of schistosomiasis 
has remained in the same level in the past few years. 


Schistosomiasis is characterized by abdominal pains, low grade fever, loose 
bowel movement, and dysentery in the early stages and inflammation of the 
liver, enlargement of the spleen, bulging of the abdomen, and emaciation in 


the later stage. 


The World Food Program (WFP) will provide two kilos of rice for 10 Sundays as 
incentive to heads of families to put up the toilet bowls. 


The WFP reportedly will trade imported wheat for rice at the National Food 
Authority for distribution. 


Azurin said that schistosomiasis control will be strengthened with the use of 
Praziquantel, an effective, less toxic drug. 


He said agro-engineering measures and the application of molluscicides as 
terminal measures were reported to be very expensive in snail control. 


In a report of the MOH schistosomiasis control and research service, 46,257 
hectares of land in 141 towns in 22 provinces are infected with fresh water 
snails, afflicting an estimated 700,000 persons. 


These are Mindoro, Sorsogon, Bohol, Leyte, Samar, Zamboanga, Misamis, Lanao, 
Agusan, Bukidnon, Surigao, Cotabato, Davao, and Sultan Kudarat. 


CSO: 4200/483 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL SCORES U.S. ECONOMIC PRESSURE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 4 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial by Al Alinsug: “American Pressure"] 


[Text] Let’s be honest about it: no amount of denial can twist the fact that 
America whom we have looked to for leadership in democracy and freedom, can and 
do exert pressures, particularly economic pressure, in the conduct of govern- 
ment activities. No Philippine president from the time RP obtained its inde- 
pendence, has successfully parried American pressure. 


More so starting 1972 when the World Bank “entered in force” in the Philippines. 


A book titled "Development Debacle: the World Bank in the Philippines" bluntly 
tells the story of how the two giant sources of RP's borrowed funds, the WB 

and its sister agency, the IMF, have enslaved the recipient country through a 
strategy of “technocratic modernization” which encouraged the "formation of 

an authoritarian government and carefully cultivated a technocratic elite.” 


This strategy failure, the book says, has spawned, instead of social peace, 
popular resistance. 


The book further concludes: "With the collapse of rural development, urban 
development, and export-oriented industrialization, the Bank and its sister 
agency, the IMF, were left with a purely repressive program of liberalization. 
The main tenets of this strategy were battering down tariff walls, destroying 
the national capitalist class, transforming the financial structure to better 
serve the needs of U.S. corporations and banks, and debauching the currency. 
This course was suicidal for the Philippines since it was being made more 
completely dependent on the world market at a time when the market was being 
salvaged by an international recession that threatened to turn into an inter- 
national depression. The WB's and the IMF's institution of direct rule in the 
form of a technocrat cabinet that could only justify the imposition of the re- 
pressive strategy with the metaphor of “bitter medicine," was a confession that 
a debacle of major proportions had overtaken the Philippine effort." 
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BANK CUTS TREASURY BILL ISSUE BY $300 MILLION 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 21 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by: George T. Nervez] 


[Text] The Central Bank has decided to reduce the amount of dollar denominated 
treasury bills issue to $200 million from the original target of $500 million. 


Instead, CB Gov. Jaime C. Laya said government will merely reissue the $200- 
million initial issue at its maturity date. 


He added that the government also scrapped the plan to issue the dollar T-bills 
in capital markets abroad. 


The CB head explained that government scrapped new issues of the dollar T- 
bills so that it would not exceed its targeted ceiling this year of about $4 


billion for short-term foreign loans. 


The flotation of the dollar T-bills was started in October last year to gener- 
ate additional foreign exchange for the government. 


The Monetary Board has authorized a ceiling of $500 million for the dollar T- 
bills to be issued in the local and foreign capital markets. So far, only $200- 
million worth of T-bills have been issued. 


The bills, which have 9l-day maturities, are actually short-term borrowings of 
the national treasury. This means that if the bills are bought by a foreigner 
it increases the country's short-term foreign borrowing. 


On the other hand, if the dollar T-bills are bought by a local resident, the 
government in effect increases its share in the domestic credit. 


Government has been alloted P4.5 billion in the projected P21-billion expansion 
in domestic credit this year. 


Laya pointed out that it would be very hard to keep track of the holders of the 
dollar T-bills. 
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PHILIPPINES 


WORLD BANK APPROVES $64 MILLION FOR URBAN WORKS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 22 Mar 83 p 2 


[Text] Washington--The World Bank has approved a $64 million loan for Philippine 
regional cities development projects. 


The loan is the fourth that the bank has om to help the Philippines develop 
its urban sector. 


When negotiations for the loan started last month, Philippine Ambassador to the 
US Benjamin T. Romualdez noted that the first World Bank urban development loan 
to the Philippines of $32 million was given in 1976. 


The current loan Romualdez said, would bring up the bank's exposure to the 
Philippine urban sector to $202 million. 


"We are pleased to note that the bank has indicated readiness to extend another 
$190 million to other similar projects in 1984 and 1985," Romualdez told Amin 


Ramadan, leader of the World Bank negotiating panel. 


The bank's increasing financial support to develop major Philippine cities will 
go a long way in meeting one of the basic goals of the Philippine development 
plan for 1983-87--the balanced growth among sectors and regions, Romualdez said. 


The bulk of the loan will be relent by the Philippine government to the National 
Housing Authority, which will, in turn, oversee the implementation of housing 
projects in Bacolod, Cagayan de Oro, Davao and Iloilo. 


The loan has a term of 20 years, including five years of grace at an interest 
of 13 percent annually. 


A total of $44.1 million of the loan will be funneled to the NHA and the pro- 
ject cities. The loan balance will be provided to various government agencies 
involved in the project as budgetary allocations. 


The proposed project is the first multi-sectoral urban project in support of 
the government's regional development strategy. The project aims to reduce 
infrastructure bottlenecks to economic development in the project cities by 
providing basic urban services and improving the project management capabil- 
ities of the cities and the participating government agencies. 











The project includes: 


--Construction, rehabilitation or upgrading of urban roads and the provision 
of road maintenance equipment and vehicles; improvements in drainage, solid 
waste management and sanitation. 


--Provision or upgrading of municipal enterprise facilities, including markets, 
slaughterhouses, bus terminals and mini-industrial estates. 


--Improvement of shelter conditions through the provision of 16,500 serviced 
and upgraded plots benefiting about 133,000 persons, 660 serviced plots for 
small businesses generating employment for 6,500 people and building material 
loans for home construction. 


--Technical assistance for project implementation and preparation for future 
projects. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL VIEWS WORLD BANK CONFIDENCE IN GOVERNMENT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 23 Mar 83 p 4 
{[Editorial: "New WB Loan Shows Confidence in RP"] 


[Text] The World Bank's decision to provide a $64 million loan to support the 
government's national housing and urban center improvement programs demonstrates 
anew the bank's trust in the economic policies of President Marcos, and its 
recognition of the credit worthiness of the Philippines. This is the fourth 


of such loans granted. 


The granting of the loan belies anew allegations that the country is on the 
verge of economic and political collapse. A small Filipino opposition group 
in Washington was particularly active in a smear campaign intended to stop all 
international assistance to the country. Instead of succumbing to the lies 
from this group, the WB relied on the assessment of the Philippine financial 
and political situation by its own team of experts. 


The latest WB loan will mean more housing for thousands of Filipinos. The 
building activity this project will spawn will in turn open up new jobs and 
spur new businesses. Funds for the urban center improvement for the cities of 
Davao, Bacolod, Iloilo and Cagayan de Oro will result in better roads, improved 
public markets, and even mini-industrial estates. Harnessed well and channeled 
into priority areas, fresh funding for development projects cannot but lead 

to economic uplift. 


The WB's favorable perception of the country's financial situation can be 
attributed in large part to the efforts of Ambassador Benjamin T. Romualdez 
and his staff in Washington. The ambassador has been waging an intensified 
campaign in the US to present a better image of the country. Undoubtedly, the 
campaign continues to be a success not only in terms of financial assistance 
granted us by American lending institutions but also in terms of an improved 
perception of the country by the American public. 
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MINDANAO DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS UNHINDERED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 35 


[Article by Ped C. Velasco] 


[Excerpt] Tagum, Davao del Norte--Despite the threat of communist 
insurgency in Davao del Norte and the decrease in revenue of Panabo owing 
to a dip in tax collection due to abnormal peace and order condition 
obtaining here, the municipal government of this progressive town is 
vigorously pursuing its development objectives. 


Panabo Mayor Pedro Dacumos scheduled three major developmental projects to 
be implemented this year. This includes the BLISS project located at 
barangay Abdul Dadia, the waterworks project in the poblacion and the 


flood control project. 


The mayor said the BLISS project has an allotment of P8-million as approved 
by the provincial secretariat of the Ministry of Human Settlements. The 
amount will »=> utilized to develop a 3-hectare lot where some 50 units of 


BLISS homes will rise, he said. 


The waterworks project has an allotment of P7.5 million while the amount 
of P500,000 was also earmarked for the flood control project. The flood 
control project involves the widening and deepening of the Panabo River and 
the repair and improvement of drainage in the poblacion. 


The mayor said that food production is also one of the development thrusts 
of his administration this year. The amount of P80,000 representing 30 


per cent of the town's development fund has been allotted for pig and goat 
dispersal to indigent families. 
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PRESIDENT DEBUNKS OPPOSITION CLAIM ON GRAFT 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 26 Mar 83 p 6 


{Text ] 


PRESIDENT MARCOS debunked 
yesterday claims by the opposition 
that the government is not doing 
anything about graft and corruption 
cases. 


The President said the thousands 
of cases pending in the Sandigan- 
bayan prove that the government is 
running after public officials and 
employes accused of corruption. 


Assemblyman Mariano Logarta of 
the opposition Pusyon Bisaya has 
charged the government with 
inaction against officials involved in 
graft and corruption. 


“He should know that we have 
taken action,”” the President said, 
adding that no other country has 
institutions like the Tanodbayan, the 
pene arm of graft cases, and 

an, the court trying 
onde ie. 


ees 
THE PRESIDENT said that in 
Cebu City, big cases were filed by 
government prosecutors involving 
officials and employes close to 
politicians. 
“So let us not talk about graft and 


corruption sapaghkat baka may 
tamaan din sa kanila.”’ the President 
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said. 


Asked to elaborate on his charges, 


Logarta said that there are some 50 
requests submitted by the opposition 
to the Batasang Pambansa for the 
investigation of irregularities in 
government. 

Unti) now, he said, the Batasan, 
which is dominated by the ruling 
Kilusang Bagong Lipunan, has not 
done anything about them. 

Logarta said that one of the missions 
of the interim Batasang Pambansa under 
the Constitution is to eradicate graft and 
corruption in the government. 

eee 
A MOVE was recently presented to the 


Batasan to amend the anti-gaft law by 
requiring heads of ministries, bureaus or 
offices to resign in case a scandal arises 
which adversely reflects on the 
government image. 

Assemblyman Vicente Paterno, former 
highways minister, said that since the 
country has no tradition like other 
parliamentary government,“it may be 
necessary. to compe! by legislation what is 
not imposed by convention.” 

The other day, the President amended 
Presidential Decree No. 1606 and Batas 
Pambansa 129 allowing regular court 
jurisdiction over grait cases punishable by 
an imprisonment of not higher than six 
years or a fine of P6,000. 

Those above the prescribed penalties 
fall under the Sandiganbayan. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST ON U.S. RIGHTS REPORT, OTHER ISSUES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 22 Mar 83 p 4 


[Article by: Teodoro F. Valencia] 


[Excerpts] The American State Department is telling the US Congress that human 
rights performance in the Philippines has been improving since the lifting of 
martial law. This pitch is to get more money from Congress to give the 
Philippines and to pay rentals for the bases. When the State Department wants 
to avoid paying, the US Congress is told that human rights violations in the 
Philippines are rampant. Our situation is pathetic. The State Department 
gives us either a passing or failing grade depending on what Americans want to 


do here. 


Japanese smelters of Philippine copper are charging rates lower than what the 
Philippine smelter will charge next year when it goes into operation. Prime 
Minister Virata has a cure--protest the Japanese rates so they'll charge higher. 
That should force our mines to patronize the local smelter. Is that fair to 
our mining companies? Will Japan be compelled to charge more for Philippine 
copper ore than those from other producers just to suit our smelter plant? 
Supposing other countries offer less? 


People are wondering why Marinduque Mining and Industrial Corporation is not 
being taken over by the government when the amount it owes the government is 
more than that of CDCP. The reason, as we gathered, is that a takeover would 
create a bad impression in the eyes of American stockholders and probably 
affect other Philippine stocks listed in the New York Stock Exchange. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL ON BROADENING CAMPAIGN AGAINST ABUSE 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Mar 83 p 4 


{[Editorial: "Measures To Stop Military Abuses"] 


[Text] The campaign to weed out the “scalawags" and "bad apples” in the PC and 
the Integrated National Police should be expanded to include the whole military 
service. The image of the military has been tarnished because of the abuses 
and criminal activities of some of its officers and men. 


If the campaign against irregularities and abuses in the military is to be suc- 
cessful, there must be sincere, decisive and continuing efforts on the part of 
the top brass and military commanders to implement the order of President Marcos. 
In instilling discipline in the military service, the burden of responsibility 
lies squarely on the shoulders of the officers. The policy and practice of 
command responsibility should apply at all times in the military. 


During these times, members of the Armed Forces of the Philippines cannot afford 
to commit acts that are inimical to public service. This will only drive the 
people further away from the government and deliver them into the hands of the 
subversives whose only purpose is to take over the country and enforce their 
own political ideology which negates freedom. 





To be able to win the faith and confidence of the people not only in the mili- 
tary but also in the government, the military commanders must have a total hold 
on their soldiers. They should be able to exact discipline and obedience and, 
to do this, they must deserve the respect and admiration of their men. Leader- 


ship by example is absolutely necessary. 


All military commands are supposed to have their offices of Inspector-general. 
These offices must be strengthened and put to more effective use. 


The Ministry of National Defense and the AFP have not been asleep on the matter 
of military abuses. Thousands of soldiers and policemen have been dismissed, 
jailed and charged administratively for various malfeasances. But the abuses 


continue to mount. 


Many measures have been introduced to prevent and stop abuses by men in uniforn. 
There is the ban against gun-toting. There is also the ban against drinking 
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liquor in public places. Military men are prohibited in entertainment places 
like nightclubs, disco joints and beerhouses except when they are on an official 
mission. Military personnel are also prohibited from wearing fatigue or camou- 
flage uniforms in urban areas. Gun-toting military men in uniform, specially 
when they are drunk, scare the people. 


A series of directives and command letters have been issued by Defense Minister 
Juan Ponce Enrile, AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Fabian Ver and PC/INP Chief Lt. Gen. 
Fidel Ramos ordering regular weekly troop inspection and education, a crackdown 
on military abuses and violations of existing rules, and regular shuffling of 
military troops to prevent abuses, 


There is PD 1707 empowering regional commanders, the director of the Metropol- 
itan Police Force and the INP director-general to summarily dismiss erring INP 
members without formal investigation. And there is PD 1850 authorizing mili- 
tary courts to assume jurisdiction over cases involving policemen, PC soldiers 
and jail guards to discourage abuses by these uniformed men. 


The truth is that there are enough laws and regulations to stop and control 
military abuses. The only problem is in implementation and effective super- 
vision. Without sincere and dedicated efforts on the part of military command- 
ers, we might lose by default in the battle against the insurgents to win the 


hearts and minds of the people. 
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PHILIPPINES 


UNIDO REAFFIRMS SUPPORT OF FREZ PRESS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in Fnglish 4 Mar 83 pp 1, 2, 13 


[Text] Former Senator Saivador H. Laurel, president of the United Nationalist 
Organization, has reaffirmed UNIDO's commitment to protect freedom of the press 
and the restoration of the people's sovereignty, their rights and liberties. 


Speaking before the Integrated Bar of the Philippines (IBP) Quezon chapter in 
Lucena City recently, Laurel spelled out UNIDO's position on "Human Rights and 
Press Freedom" as follows: 


“"UNIDO has always fought for freedom of the press. In an open society, the 
right to seek and know the truth must be respected. Hence the mass media, the 
press, radio and television should be free: free from control of those in 
power and from monopolistic ownership by the wealthy few and from other forms 
of prior restraint in the case of all mass media. 


"We are against a controlled press. We are equally opposed to a licentious 
press that distorts the truth and mispresents the facts in the name of free- 
dom. We are for a free, responsible press--One that 1) has access to infor- 
mation regarding matters of public interest; 2) presents the facts accurately 
and adequately; 3) comments on public affairs in a fair and balanced manner; 
and 4) enjoys freedom of circulation. 


"Human rights or natural rights are God-given, inherent and inalienable. They 
appertain to ti2 Filipino as a human being; they are not conferred on him by 
the state. He cannot be deprived of these rights without dispossessing him of 


his dignity as a human being.” 


Laurel said the violation of human right is a natural consequence of dictator- 
ship. Not being accountable to the people, he explained, the dictator abuses 
human rights to maintain himself in power. 


With the dismantling of the apparatus of dictatorship and the rebirth of 
democratic institutions, Laurel said, human rights would again be secure. All 
public officials, from the President down, he added, should be answerable to 
the people for the violation of these basic human rights. 
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In defense of press freedom, the UNIDO president said in a democracy, govern- 
ment officials should always be open to criticism. If the government stifles 
legitimate opposition, he explained, it deprives the people of their sovereign 
power and it invites its own destruction by dispensing with democracy's self- 
correcting mechanism. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS POLITICAL ABUSES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in Pnglish 13 Mar 83 p 6 


[Article by: Apolonio Batalla] 


[Text] There were at least three news items last week hinting at abuse of 
political power. 


One was the investigation of the murder cases in Masbate. Another is the re- 
port coming from the Metro Manila Commission to the effect that two assembly- 
men were blocking the relocation of 37,000 squatter families in Metro Manila. 


The third was the report that an influential politician in Zambales pressed 
for the dismissal of an illegal logging case filed by the PC against 24 
persons. 


Now, it cannot be said that the abuses are committed only by military personnel. 


Theoretically, military abuses can be dealt with decisively, given the will, 
because of the nature of the military structure. An abusive soldier can 
easily be court-martialled, transferred to another assignment, demoted or 
discharged. 


Those remedies cannot be availed of in the case of an abusive political leader, 
especially if he is a powerful leader. 


On account of the supremacy of civilian authority, the politician commands 
more respect than the military personnel. 


Moreover, a politician can fall back on the influence of higher politicians 
and his party. On the other hand, a soldier is lucky if he has the support 


of a gene-al. 


A City Mayor, a Provincial Governor or an Assemblyman has access to the Presi- 
dent, something an ordinary gene~*" “ves not have. 


Access to the President, to less powerful politicians, and to the powerful 
group known as the party encourages abuse of power whenever this is necessary. 





The advantage of a political arrangement where opposition presence in the 
legislature is strong is it provides an effective countercheck to the tendency 


to commit abuse. 


In the long run, abuse of political power is a more dangerous threat to 
stability than military abuses, because there will come a time when most 
military personnel will be confined to their barracks. 


On the other hand, we will always have politicians and history has shown that 
many of them can be abusive. 


In Metro Manila and in the large cities elsewhere, political excesses are 
necessarily trimmed down to the minimum level because of effective counterchecks, 
such as strong public opinion and a highly educated citizenry. 


Those factors do not exist in many places in the provinces. That is the rea- 
son the desperate poor, who are victims of political abuse, are easily re- 
cruited by the subversive elements. 


It is not only abuse per se that should be guarded against but also tolerance 
and neglect of the plight of the people. For example, there are notorious 
landgrabbing cases in Quezon province and in the north that do not involve 
politicians. But the local politicians turn a blind eye toward those cases 
and do not act in defense of the poor. For that reason, the oppressed appeal 
to the media and directly to Malacanang. 


If the number of people who go to media offices to complain and the number of 
letter-complaints received are to be the gauge, the instances of political 
excesses that get an airing in the media and are ordered investigated by 
Malacanang are only the tip of the iceberg. 


The number of complaints against political abuse of indifference must have some 
implication for the society. 


Our attention does get distracted, though with reason. For example, we often 
take the performance of the courts as synonymous to administration of justice. 
But it should be noted that before cases reach the courts, questions of justice 
are already percolating. And the disadvantaged render a verdict on the govern- 
ment before their cases reach the court. 


Besides, in many places, the powerful politicians lord it over the judges. 


If the objective is to retain power, the dominant party should devise some 
measures by which to minimize excesses on the part of its members. 


CSO: 4200/468 





PHILIPPINES 


PRIME MINISTER FORESEES ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in Fnglish 13 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Article by: George Nervez] 


[Text] Prime Minister Cesar E.A. Virata said the other night that the domestic 
economy is on the verge of a sustained economic recovery “probably lasting up 
to 1985" because of favorable developments in the industrialized countries. 


The Prime Minister said that sales of local companies have increased 18 percent 
from January 1982 to January 1983 based on a survey conducted by the Ministry 
of Trade. 


Other favorable factors are the slow demand and decline in the price of oil, 
drop in interest rates and inflation in the developed economies, the Prime 
Minister told newsmen. 


Virate added that it is not likely for oil prices to increase sharply again 
after the recent price reduction by the major oil producers. 


Softer interest rates and falling oil prices can set the stage for a stronger 
economic recovery that may last until inflationary pressures again build up. 
This could force industrialized countries to take corrective measures that may 
slow down their economies, the Prime Minister said. 


A similar optimistic assessment was earlier made by Central Bank Gov. Jaime C. 
Laya who predicted a three percent economic growth this year, a slowing down of 
the inflation rate to nine percent and a smaller balance of payments (BOP) 
deficit. 


He pointed out that because of the fall in oil prices and the drop in interest 
rates, commodity experts will start to pick up. 
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LIBERAL PARTY, UNIDO AIR VIEWS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Mar 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The Liberal Party (LP) said yesterday it will not take part in the 
Batasang Pambansa elections next year, but will allow its officials and 
followers to join other opposition groups for the polls. 


Another opposition group, the United Nationalist Democratic Organization (UNIDO), 
asked President Marcos to legalize the Communist Party of the Philippines to 
avert a revolution. 


Meanwhile, Jaime Cardinal Sin called for the creation of an advisory council 
composed of government, church, opposition, and private business representatives 
to work for “our national survival." 


In a statement released by its headquarters in Quezon city, the LP said, “unless 
and until elections under the present regime are genuine, free, and honest, the 
party will continue not to participate in the elections.” 


The LP said it recognizes the National Union for Liberation (NUL), United 
Nationalist Democratic Organization (UNIDO), Pilipino Democratic Party-Lakas 
ng Bayan (PDP-Laban), and other opposition groups. 


Assemblyman Laurel, president of Unido, told a student forum at the Far Eastern 
University that there has been a resurgence of rebel activity in the south. 


He said there is daily fighting in the south, where Armed Forces stepped up the 
campaign against Communist rebels last month. 


Laurel said legalizing the CPP would make its member come out and take part in 
the electoral process. 


Cardinal Sin, archbishop of Manila, told a. church-sponsored conference on human 
development that his proposed council would have three government members led 
by Prime Minister Cesar Virata, three teading churchmen, and two representatives 
each from the political opposition and private enterprise, according to a re- 


port by REUTER. 


Virata, who was also at the conference, said he would definitely consider the 
Cardinal's proposal and discuss the composition of the council. He added: "We 
are interested in very many sectors being represented." 
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PAY FOR BARANGAY OFFICIALS PROPOSED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 23 
[Article by: Ernesto G. Hernandez] 


[Text] Batangas City--The Batasang Pambansa has been urged to enact a law 
granting monthly salaries to barangay officials all over the country. 


The granting of fixed incomes to the members of the more than 42,000 barangays 
throughout the archipelago by law is hoped to give due recognition and added 
dignity to barangay captains and councilmen who are considered the direct link 
of the national leadership to the masses. 


Batangas revenue district officer Querubin F. Makalintal, who brought up the 
proposal, said he had sent letters to Prime Minister Cesar E.A. Virata, Deputy 
Prime Minister Jose Rono, and Speaker Querube Makalintal to help in the passage 
of such bill. : 


Makalintal said he believed that this is the opportune time for the government 
to provide remuneration to barangay officials for the services they have been 
rendering to the people. 


"If we believe that the barangay is the recognized political unit under the 
present system of government, then there is no reason why we should neglect 
the welfare of barangay officials," he explained. 


Citing the importance of barangay officials in running the day-to-day affairs 
of local governments, Makalintal said they practically work 24 hours daily 
exposing themselves to danger in the performance of their duties. 


Makalintal added that granting barangay officials with fixed salaries would 
curtail the rampant malversation of public funds allocated for the improvement 


of rural areas. 


At the same time, he said that the granting of salaries to those public 
officials would be a source of attraction to highly qualified citizens to run 


for barangay positions. 
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OPPOSITION PROPOSES FIVE-POINT PLAN 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 13 Mar 83 p 6 


[Text] The United Nationalist Democratic Organization (UNIDO) proposed yester- 
day a five-point formula to stave off what it called the ravages of a civil 
strife. 


Former Sen. Salvador H. Laurel, UNIDO president, said in a speech before the 
Tau Kappa Phi, a fraternity of law students of the Far Eastern University, 
said there is a need for a peach formula "in the face of increased militariza- 
tion of Mindanao and the resurgence of dissident activities” in other critical 
areas. 


Laurel proposed the: 


-~-Granting of general amnesty to all political offenders so that the rebels in 
the hills and dissenters and critics in exile can come home. 


~-Legalizing the Communist Party of the Philippines so that its members still 
in hiding can come out and participate in the electoral process. 


~-Restoration of freedom of the press without which no nation can call itself 
a true democracy. 


--Holding of free, orderly and honest elections so that sovereignty of the 
people can be restored. 


~-Writing of a new Constitution that would remove all unwanted provisions of 
the present charter and dismantle the apparatus of authoritarian rule now 
institutionalized in the Constitution. 
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AUTHORITIES REVOKE CITIZENSHIP OF 12 CHINESE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 9 


[Article by: C. Navarro] 


[Text] Cagayan De Oro City, March 18--Twelve lumber magnates, believed to 
have obtained under questionable circumstances their identification certifi- 
cates as Filipinos, were reverted to their former status as Chinese citizens 
by the commission on immigration and deportation recently. 


In a Letter Order to alien control officer Fernando Zamora, Commissioner 
Edmundo M. Reyes of the CID ordered the confiscation of the IDs earlier issued 
to Lim Liu Lim Hi, Alarico Lim, Lim Con Hua, Rodilto Lim, Tiago Lim, Senex Lim, 
Ricardo Liu, Alfredo Sing Liu, Vertido Sing Liu, Charlie Sing Liu, " “oris 
Sing Liu. 


All 12 are members of the family that owns the multi-million peso Cagayan de 
Oro Timber Co. and the Cebu city-based Mandaue Timber Co. which are reportedly 
among the biggest lumber exporters of the country today. 


Edmun Sing Liu, the 13th member of the family, whose petition for citizenship 
was also denied by the former Department of Justice, was not included in the 
letter order for still unknown reasons. 


On April 16, 1969, the CID, spearheaded by Commissioner Virgilio Gaston, 
approved the family's petition for citizenship invoking the allegation that 
they are descendants of a certain Lim Bac, a native of Amoi, China, who alleg- 
edly became a Filipino citizen in 1899 by virtue of the Treaty of Paris. 


Consequently, the CID issued IDs to the respondents even as their petition was 
pending review and supposed confirmation before the secretary of justice. 


Ir .ssued to citizenship applicants only after the approval of their 
pets.ava has been confirmed by the Justice Ministry. 


On Feb. 23, 1973, then Undersecretary of Justice Catalino Macaraig, Jr., re- 
voked the approval of the family's petition on the ground that the respondents 
failed to present any competent evidence that Lim Bac was a Spanish subject 
actually residing in the Philippines on April 11, 1899, the day when the Treaty 


of Paris was signed. 
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For still unknown reasons, however, it took the CID until Feb. 15, 1983 to im- 
plement Macaraig's decision. 


Meanwhile, the respondents have been acquiring real property and engaging in 
so many business enterprises, which are rights exclusively reserved for Fili- 


pino citizens. 


Notwithstanding the order to confiscate their IDs, four of the Chinese nationals 
in question who are local residents here, have refused to turn over their cer- 

tificates to Zamora, claiming that on March 2, 1983, they filed a petition before 
the CID seeking to set aside Reyes’ order it being “harsh and may cause irrepar- 


able injury." 


Zamora, however, said the CID has turned down the petition as the petition 
should have been addressed to the Justice Ministry which will approve their 


application for citizenship. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EIGHT MAIN FOREIGN POLICY CONCERNS OUTLINED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 10 
[Article by: The PHILIPPINES NEWS AGENCY] 


[Text] There are eight main concerns of Philippine foreign policy today. 


These include: 


--The forging of a new relationship between the Philippines and its principal 
economic partners such as the United States, Japan, and the European Economic 
Community in operational terms. This means that she will reexamine and change 
some of her treaties, such as her trade agreements with the US, and her treaty 
of amity and friendship with Japan in order to align them more closely and more 
effectively toward serving Philippine plaas of industrialization in the 1980s. 


--The exploration and establishment of systematic industrial exchange with the 
socialist countries particularly with the People's Republic of China, the 
Soviet Union, and the Comecon. Since the establishment of diplomatic relations 
with the socialist countries, the Philippines has not undertaken a systemic 
study of the likely areas of cooperation in economic and technological 
development with these countries. 


--The continuation of systematic studies among Asean countries in the hope of 
creating more collaborative economic ventures. 


--A need to explore new areas of economic caoperation with the Middle Eastern 
countries. This means not only an assurance of continued oil supply but an 
arrangement to trade Philippine resources for oil. 


--To continue to support the UNCTAD objectives for the creation of a new inter- 
national economic order, specially the objectives of the Arusha programme. 
And as corollary, to seek these goals through new means as indicated in the 


Cancun summit. 


--On the issue of international security, to assume a posture of neutrality 

and flexibility, the nature of which would depend on circumstance. The 
Philippines’ judgment should not be anchored on the ideological positions of 
conflicting factors but to her long-range interests which such a commitment will 


serve, 

















Regionally, to continue to pursue the Asean goal of keeping Southeast Asia as 
a region of peace, neutrality, and independence. However, on political and 
other issues that might affect the security of the Asean, there should be an 
agreed realistic approach. There is no doubt that Asean should engage in a 
more active diplomacy by the establishment of a political mechanism for shar- 


ing responsibilities. 


--Internally, the Philippines intends to encourage her people to come together 
and discuss her domestic and international problems as a people and plan for 
the implementation of national goals through foreign policy. 


Ali these contemporary issues, says President Marcos in his book "The New 
Republic: A Third World Approach to Democracy" must be viewed against the 
following perspectives of international relations; 





1. The security of Asia in the 80's will be shaped, above all, by the impact 
of Sino-Soviet rivalry in the region, 


2. Various developments to the region will also shape the future of Asian 
security: among them: 


--Tne continuing military confrontation on the Korean peninsula; 
--Territorial disputes and rivalry of the sources of contested offshore areas; 


--The trade imbalances and social instabilities resulting from profound eco- 
nomic changes in the world's most rapidly developing region; 


--The likelihood of communal violence--particularly resulting from the impact 
of Islamic fundamentalism on such states as Malaysia, Indonesia and the 


Philippines; 


--Japan's growing economic presence in the Asean, specially in terms of trade 
and economic assistance which is slowly displacing American supremacy in these 


areas. 


3. Diminished credibility of American defense presence in the region and the 
program this creates for maintaining a balance among the major powers. Asians 
note a disparity between US official expressions of commitment to the security 
of traditional allies and the lack of credence given to such pronouncements in 
view of the U.S. setback in Indochina. 


4. Doubt as to the long-term existence of US military presence in the region 
due to the growth of an Asean strengthened by new regional defense arrangements 
or the successful neutralization of the region through big power agreement. It 
is also likely that with the resurgence of national feelings, the US may have 


to withdraw from the Philippine military bases. 


The first and transcendent concern of Philippine foreign policy, says the 
President, is the support of her domestic program of liberating her citizens 


from abject poverty. 
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"The new challenge will be to develop a policy that shall comprehend this goal 
by determining present needs, while at the same time still drawing the active 
cooperation and support of the Philippines’ international friends,” says the 
President. “This task requires a new approach and another form of skill than 
those of the past. Reliance on the goodwill of her traditional foreign part- 
ners must give way to a more systematic delineation of the prices and limits 
of Philippine relationships. New purposes require new methods of planning 


and new policies.” 


The President says that a sense of commitment by the entire citizenry to this 
new policy is essential. “All sectors of society have a stake in its success.” 


"The Filipino people must see the relationship of inflation, recession, un- 
employment and contemporary unrest to issues of national development and the 


international economic order. 


"I see this not only as a political necessity but as an important process in 
resolving national conflicts and in nationbuilding as well,” says the President. 
"For the matter of solving domestic and international problems will have to be 
threshed out first among the Filipino people. They will have to seek an 
alternative lifestyle which will be the basis of their foreign policy. After 
all, an effective foreign policy presupposes a clearcut domestic program and 


a solid domestic base." 


Despite the Philippines’ short history of foreign policy making, says the 
President, "she has it in her power to prove that she has enough resolve to 
achteve prosperity for all her people. A common policy can only mean serving 


the common interest." 


The President says he is confident that our people fully appreciate the impor- 
tance of their independence as a nation and their rights as a free people-- 
and this appreciation is the distinct hallmark of the authenticity of Philippine 


national sovereignty. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CDCP DEBTS TO GOVERNMENT MAY BE OFFSET 





Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Mar 83 p 18 


[Text] Offsetting of liabilities against each other between government agencies, 
on the one hand, and the Construction and Development Corporation of the 
Philippines (CDCP), on the other, may soon be resorted to by the government to 
simplify debt settlements among them. 


Prime Minister Cesar Virata said that offsetting of cross liabilities between 
and among government agencies and corporations may be done in the case of CDCP 
and the various entities with existing payables with the construction firm. 


He said this practice is usually done through the bureau of treasury. 


Virata added that a simplification of debt settlements would clean up the 
balance sheet of CDCP and eventually improve its working capital position. 


CDCP was recently taken over by the government with the conversion of some 
?3.9 billion in loans by various government financing institutions into share 


of stocks in CDCP. 


Following the restructuring of CDCP, President Marcos issued Letter of In- 
struction No. 1296 directing all government agencies and firms with outstand- 
ing payables to CDCP to settle their obligations so that the rehabiliation of 
the construction company could be hastened. 


Among the government agencies that have obligations to CDCP arising from con- 
tracts already completed or in progress of completion include the Public Estates 
Authority, the Light Rail Transit authority, the Metropolitan Waterworks and 
Sewerage authority, the Philippine Smelting and Refining Co., Philphos. 
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PHILIPPINES 


STUDY CITES KALAYAAN's STRATEGIC VALUE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


[Article by: Vicente B. Foz] 


[Text] If occupied by an unfriendly force, the Kalayaan islands lying between 
the Philippines and Vietnam in the South China Sea could be "a thorn on the 


side of Asean." 


In the event of open confrontation, Asean shipping could be harassed and inter- 
dicted from the islands. An unfriendly power could use them as a base to 
launch hostile operations against Asean countries. 


The strategic importance of Kalayaan islands was stressed by the Ministry of 
National Defense in a study, which the secretariat to the Cabinet committee 
on the Law of the Sea Treaty has published. 


The Philippines has asserted sovereignty over the islands since 1956 on the 
ground that they were “res nullius,” or not belonging to any other country. 


The area is within the international sea lanes and air routes between Borneo, 
Indonesia, Vietnam, the Philippines, and the People's Republic of China. 


The Philippines occupies seven principal islands of the group: Pagasa, Parola, 
Patag, Kota, Lawak, Panata, and Likas. Vietnam occupies four other islands of 
the group and the Spratly Island or Lagos. Pagasa is 450 nautical miles from 


Manila. 


The MND study said the Kalayaan area is astride the shipping routes linking 
the East and East Asia with Europe, Africa, and the Middle East through the 


Strait of Malacca. 


The area is also along the route from Vladivostok to the Indian Ocean, thus 
vital to the Russians who desire to extend their sphere of influence to 
Southeast Asia and the Indian sub-continent. 


Although the area has never been adequately surveyed, it is known to have many 
island banks, reefs, shoals, and cays separated by deep passages. 
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If a hostile nation could map the area so its submarines carrying ballistics 
missiles could navigate without running aground, that nation could station 
Polaris-type submarines and threaten an area within a 4,000-kilometer radius. 
This radius encompasses a third of the world's population, including the 
whole of Asean. 


The study said the area's bathymetry makes submarine detection virtually im- 
possible. 


With its strategic location in the South China Sea, Kalayaan could be a good 
launching pad for smuggling of men, material, and supplies into any of the 
Asean countries, which have long shorelines. 


As a result, the MND said, each Asean nation would have to maintain a very 
strong naval and air force to check or contain the military activities of 
any unfriendly power in the area. 


In view of the adversary claim of Vietnam, the study said, the Kalayaan forms 
the first line of defense on the western Philippine frontier to delay the 
enemy or at least serve as a buffer zone and provide sufficient warning to the 
country of any hostile activity. 


Kalayaan is nearest the Philippines than to any other nation, the paper said. 


CSO: 4200/468 
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PHILIPPINES 


LOGGERS WARNED AGAINST AIDING NPA 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 9 Mar 83 p 14 


[Text] Cagayan De Oro City, March 8--(PNA)--Northern Mindanao Regional Command- 
er Brig. Gen. Pedro F. Zafra has warned loggers in the region against giving 
atid to the rebels. 


Zafra issued the warning during a dialogue between members of the Philippine 
Wood Products Association (PWPA) and ranking P.C. officers in Northern Min- 


danao. 


Zafra said the P.C. has reports that some loggers are giving in to the extor- 
tion activities of the outlawed New People's Army. 


He said the support, whether given voluntarily or involuntarily, has contrib- 
uted to the expansion of the NPA. 


"Knowingly or unknowingly, you may have also contributed to the cause of the 
NPA," he told the PWPA members. 


The regional commander admitted that the peace and order situation in the region 
has become critical. 


Zafra appealed to the loggers to stop giving aid to the dissidents because such 
acts constitute treason. 


He assured the PWPA members that the P.C. stands ready to help them in their 
security problems. 


He also urged loggers to report to authorities excesses and abuses committed by 
any military men. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SIN OUTLINES CHURCH-STATE COUNCIL IDEA 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


[Text] Jaime Cardinal Sin spelled out last night the details of the national 
advisory council whose establishment he had proposed last Saturday during a 
dialogue with Prime Minister Cesar —. Virata. 


Speaking before the Philippine College of Chest Physicians, the archbishop of 
Manila also answered criticisms in certain sectors that he had advanced the 
proposal for politicking purposes. 


"My proposal was made in all earnestness, in an honest effort to resolve the 
various issues and questions that are undermining the cause of national unity 
and national progress," he said. 


Cardinal Sin said his proposal was his response to President Marcos’ invitation 
issued to the Catholic bishops that they cooperate with the government in 
certain socio-economic projects. 


He reiterated his invitation to Virata that they sit down to hammer out the 
specifics of the national advisory council. 


As proposed, the council would be made up of three Cabinet members, three church 
representatives which could include one protestant bishop, two members of the 
opposition, and two members from the private sector. 


Such a composition, he said, would ensure that all sectors of society have a 
voice in the council. 


He also said that this top-level council would be backed up by support committees 
made up of experts from the government, the church, the private sector, and the 


academe. 


These committees would handle topics in accordance with their respective ex- 
pertise. Topics to be handled, the cardinal said, would include peace and 

order and national security, business and economic arrairs, social and labor 
affairs, political affairs, Muslim affairs, and government policy implementa- 


tion. 
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PHILIPPINES 


KKK LOANS SHOW 95 PERCENT REPAYMENT RATE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The First Lady and Human Settlements Minister Imelda R. Marcos reported 
yesterday that 95 per cent of those who had availed of loans from the Kilusang 
Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran have repaid their obligations in barely 10 months. 


Mrs. Marcos, who is also secretary-general of the KKK, reported on the very 
high repayment rate from the Pl-billion KKK fund at induction ceremonies of 
the Balikatan as Kaunlaran at the Malacanang Heroes Hall. 


The First Lady said the Pl-billion KKK fund gave livelihood to 180,000 families 
in the first few months and reached 240,000 households in 10 months. 


She said government auditors and economists were initially stunned at the way 
the amount was disposed of because there were no collaterals to back their 
loans. 


“But when I told them that 95 per cent have been fully paid, they could not 
believe it, because Yestern thinking does not seem to agree with my method,” 
she said. 


Meanwhile, in a speech before the Constabulary and Integrated National Police 
seminar at the University of Life in Pasig, the First Lady stressed the need 
for all government agencies to maintain dialogue with the people to ensure 
national stability. 


To improve the quality of human life, she declared, the government must ensure 
the adequate delivery of the 11 basic needs of man. 


The First Lady said the government should also provide for speedy and impartial 
administration of justice, implementation of viable social justice programs, 
proper upbringing of each citizen in body, mind, and spirit, and his integra- 
tion into a body politic characterized by a vividly discernable national iden- 
tity and an intense sense of patriotism and loyalty to the government. 


Her speech was read by Vice-President Ernesto Franco of the University of 
Life. (BPT) 
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PHILIPPINES 


NORTHERN LUZON CHECKPOINTS REMOVED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Mar 83 p 5 
[Article by: Antenor B. Parazo] 


[Text] Cauyan, Isabela, March 16--Military and police checkpoints in Northern 
Luzon, which had been the object of complaints by cargo truckers, have been 
removed to stop alleged tortion by some military personnel. 


This was announced last Saturday by Brig. Gen. Alexander Felix, commanding 
general of the Northern command. 


Earlier, Isabela Gov. Faustino Dy declared “war against military-police abuses, 
as well as excesses by municipal mayors and barangay captains of Isabela." 


The two officials met in a military-civil authority dialogue held at the sports 
coliseum here, which was also intended to honor General Felix on his assign- 
ment as commanding general of the biggest military outfit in the north. 


The general informed Isabela provincial and municipal officials that his pol- 
icies were related mostly in security operations and economic development of 


the region. 


"As a soldier,” he said, "I do not believe in bullets as an answer to the 
stability and peace problems of the region.” 


He said he believed more “in helping the people, serving the people, and de- 
fending the people” as the most effective means to promote stability and peace. 


He assured the public that his office, as well as those of his officers, would 
be open at all times to serve the people. He promised speedy action on what- 
ever complaints the people would lodge, especially on abuses committed by 
soldiers. 


Governor Dy also assured General Felix that the entire Isabela civil official- 
dom would extend all-out cooperation. 


He asked, however, that there be mutual respect between the military, on one 
hand, and local officials and the people, on the other, in order to ensure all- 
out public cooperation with the military. Aside from the local officials of 
Isabela, chiefs of national offices and town officials of Quirino province 
headed by Gov. Orlando Dulay were also on hand to welcome General Felix and his 


staffers. 
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PHILIPPINES 


TWO NPA PROPAGANDA EXPERTS CAPTURED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 17 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Two rebel leaders tagged as chief manufacturers of NPA propaganda ma- 
terials saturating isolated villages in the countryside were captured in a 
raid of a Mindanao music center used as a rebel front. 


Government agents also seized volumes of rebel documents regarded by military 
authorities as “the biggest haul since the new year.” 


The fall of the suspects, identified as Phoebe Talaboc and Maureen Osabel, both 


ranking members of the CPP/NPA regional propaganda and education bureau in 
Mindanao, came last week but was made public only yesterday after intelligence 
authorities established the true standing of Talaboc and Oxabel in the CPP 


hierarchy. 


The rebel hideouts, where Talaboc and Osabel were cornered, were at the Mindanao 
Music Center in Davao City and a house at No. 25 Tionko st. 


The music center yielded six boxes of communist documents and sophisticated 
facilities for the manufacture of rebel propaganda materials, including an 
electric typewriter. 


The raids on the hideouts were made on the strength of a search warrant issued 
by the courts, Col. Dionisio S. Tangatue Jr., PC Region II commander, reported 
vesterday to Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff. 


The seized documents included revised CPP constitution, titled in the vernacu- 
lar as “Konstitution sa Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas" and "Giya Alay sa Kadre 
ng Miyembro sa Partido Komunista ng Pilipinas” translated as “guide for CPP 


cadres and party members." 


Military operatives placed the hideouts under surveillance for weeks before 
they swooped down on the rebels. 


Military analysts said initial findings showed the hideouts were being used by 
NPA guerillas as production, storage and distribution point of propaganda 
materials for the CPP's local organs which later find their way to countryside 


villages. 
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PHILIPPINES 


TARIFF LEVEL TO BE HALVED BY 1985 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Mar 83 p 12 


[Text] The government is still working on reducing nominal tariff levels from 
the 1981 level of 100 per cent to a maximum of 50 per cent by 1985, Central 
Bank Governor Jaime C. Laya said over the weekend. 


The move is part of a shift from the policy of high protection to the energetic 
promotion of export-oriented industrial growth. 


Laya said interest rates have gone down as shown by the drop in London inter- 
bank offered rate (LIBOR) from 11 per cent previously to about nine per cent. 


He said that for every percentage point reduction in rates below the 11 per 
cent benchmark assumed in an earlier projection, the economy will be able to 
have a net savings of $94 million per year excluding the gains that local firms 
will get in the importation of products at lesser costs. 


Last January, various downward adjustments of high tariff rates went into 
effect, resulting in a nominal average tariff rate of 29.2 per cent. 


The three per cent increase in import duty and a system of advanced deposit of 
customs duties instituted at the beginning of this year were intended as 
revenue measures to dampen imports. 


The government, it was learned, is still supplementing the exchange rate and 
credit policies and institutional improvements by the ongoing structural reforms 
designed to improve the competitiveness of local industries. 


An important element of these reforms is a five-year program to reduce effective 
tariff rates for the manufacturing sector from their previous average level of 
43 per cent to 29 per cent. 


Laya said in the first two stages, which were implemented in January 1981 and 
January 1982, nominal rates in excess of 50 per cent were lowered, resulting 
in average nominal tariff rates of 33.8 per cent in 1981 and 30.5 per cent 
last year. 


He said that the three per cent increase in import duty in effect delayed the 
implementation of the import liberalization program to slightly below the 1981 
level by raising average tariffs back to 32.2 per cent. 
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The plan is also designed to adjust low tariff rates upwards with a 10 per cent 
minimum nominal tariff as a guideline, thus complementing the movement toward 
uniformity in the structure of protection through reductions in high tariff 
rates. 


Tariff Commission Chairman Razon Haresco had pointed out that the tariff reform 
program is directed towards the establishment of a rational tariff structure. 


This is being done, she said, by setting the rates at reasonable levels, taking 
into account the objectives of a tariff policy to support the industrial re- 
structuring program and the country's export objectives as well as generate 
revenues and promote foreign trade. 


The program is aimed at improving somz features of the country's incentive 
system emanating mainly from tariff protection. 


Except for some items, the tariff rates by 1985 would generally be at the max- 
imum of 50 per cent. 
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PHILIPPINES 


ARMY UNIT'S ABUSES IN COTABATO REPORTED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 22 Mar 83 p 28 


[From the "Police News Roundup" column by Ramon Tulfo: “The Other 
*Subversives'"] 


[Text] Residents of the towns of Makilala, M'lang and Tulunan in North Cotabato 
compare some members of the Army's 25th infantry battalion assigned in those 
areas to Japanese soldiers during the last war. Some troopers manning check- 
points along the national highway linking Makilala with M‘lang and Tulunan have 
reportedly been oppressing commuters. 





For instance, commuters are reportedly required by the soldiers to carry with 
them residence certificates, police clearance, PC clearance, Army clearance 
and other unnecessary papers. On several occasions, according to an informant, 
drunken soldiers slap or punch commuters for no apparent reason. 


But the height of oppression, our informant tells us, took place recently when 
an elderly man, his son and his compadre were threatened with physical harm by 
some soldiers unless the three get into a three-cornered boxing bout. The 
three had no choice but to throw punches at one another. 


Don't be surprised if you hear that the towns of M'lang, Tulunan, and Makilala 
have become rebel sanctuaries. Abuses by some military men are subverting the 
government's cause in those areas. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL RECOMMENDS NPC COST-SHARINC 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 21 Mar 83 p 6 
{[Editorial: “Allocation of Costs"] 


[Text] In a situation where an important utility firm like the National Power 
Corporation cannot borrow enough money with which to carry out its projects and 
cannot raise its rates due to popular opposition, a wide-ranging public dis- 
cussion is called for. 


One of the principles that should be kept in mind is one cannot get something 
for nothing. Somebody has to bear the cost. 


The distribution of the cost is made difficult today by the low incomes brought 
about by the recession. Everybody is complaining of the hard times and would 
like to be exempted from additional financial burdens. But present burdens 
should be considered in relation to future ones. Inevitably, power costs in 
the future and the total burden will be much higher if the present projects are 


not prosecuted as planned. 


The costs should be distributed as widely as possible through a given time 
frame, and that approach will probably be the least burdensome for the nation. 


But that should be discussed widely in order that people will understand cost- 
sharing. 
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PHILIPPINES 


INVESTMENTS BOARD ALLOWS POLYESTER IMPORTS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 22 Mar 83 p 10 
[Article by: Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] The Board of Investments (BOI) has allowed local textile mills to im- 
port 50 percent of their polyester fiber requirements to augment local produc- 
tion of the fiber. 


The volume of imports will be based on the textile mills’ six-month polyester 
requirements and will be drawn on a staggered basis, industry sources said 
yesterday. 


They explained that the BOI allowed mills to import 50 percent of their poly- 
ester need for a six-month period. Of this 50 percent, 30 percent has been 
authorized for immediate importation, while the remaining 20 percent will be 
staggered over time in three equal amounts, sources added. 


The BOI approved early last week the importation of local textile mills of 
polyester fiber to fill the projected gap in the local production of Filipinas 
Synthetic Fiber Corp. (Filsyn), sole producer of the fiber in the country. 
Polyester fiber is the basic raw material in the manufacture of fabric or 


textile. 


While Filsyn sells its fiber at P19.70/kilo, the landed cost of imported poly- 
ester amounts to only P12/kilo, a development local millers want to “cash in 


on. 


They pressed government for authority to import the fiber to take advantage of 
the "rock-bottom" prices of the fiber in the world market. 


According to earlier estimates, the textile industry which is believed to be 
"on the road to recovery," will require about 26,000 tons of polyester fiber 


this year. 


Filsyn's production is only 20,000-22,600 tons, resulting in a supply shortfall. 
Although Filsyn's production is inadequate to supply local textile mills, im- 
portations of the fiber will still be regulated to sort of protect Filsyn 
which has a huge inventory to dispose of. Inventory is estimated to cost at 
least P300 million. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CATHOLIC PRIEST IN NPA, THREE OTHERS TOP WANTED LIST 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Mar 83 p 13 


[Text] Military authorities released yesterday the names of four of the most 
wanted men in the country, including a priest and a town mayor. 


They are Father Conrado Balweg, alias Commander Primo, Ka Dado, and Conde 
Mayor Leonardo G. Mendoza, 55, of San Pascual, Batangas, Roberto K. Chua, alias 
Bob Soler, 43; and Marlon Sabeniano, 33, of Binmaley, Pangasinan. 


Balweg carries a reward of P200,000. 


Balweg, tagged as a member of the New People's Army, has been involved in 
armed encounters against government troopers. He is believed hiding in the 
mountainous areas at the boundary of Kalinga-Apayao and Abra. 


Mendoza is wanted for malversation of public funds. The case is pending trial 
before the Sandigan-bayan. 


Chua, said to be a Chinese mestizo, is wanted for a series of piracy and mur- 
der cases mostly involving traders in Masbata as victims. 


Sabeniano is wanted for the killing of Jovencio Daroya in Pangasinan last 
Dec. 14. 
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PHILIPPINES 


REBELS KILL FIVE IN SERIES OF SEA RAIDS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Mar 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] Zamboanga City, March 15--Sea-borne terrorists believed to be members 
of the MNLF, staged three separate attacks against fishermen in the coastal 
waters between Basilan and Sulu last Sunday and Monday, killing five and 


wounding nine others. 


The first attack occurred off Duhot island at about 6 p.m. wherein three fish- 
ermen were killed. They were identified as Makil Taal, his son Alcari and a 


nephew named Boyong. 


Two survivors in the attack were confined at the Zamboanga General Hospital. 


They were fishing in the area when their vessel was sprayed with bullets by 
the terrorists. 


They said the attackers robbed their catches and fled towards an undisclosed 
direction. 


The second attack occurred also near Duhay Bulot island at about 10 p.m. Mon- 
day. 


The terrorists fired on a fishing boat naned Sikatuna Catcher 16 of the Sikatuna 
Fishing Corp. and killed Hilarico Montero, a radio operator, and Gilberto 
Katipay, a crewmember. 


Six others were wounded in the attack, including the boat captain identified as 
Bienvenido Relampagos. 


Relampagos, who was taken to the hospital for treatment of gunshot wounds, said 
they were fishing off the island when three pumpboats loaded with armed men 
approached their vessel and sprayed it with bullets. 


He said his crewmembers fired back at the terrorists who fled after a 30-min- 
ute firefight. 


The third incident was in the coastal waters off Sangbay island last Sunday 
wherein a fisherman was shot to death by the terrorists. The terrorists took 


away their two pumpboat engines. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST CALLS U.S., WORLD BANK ‘OPPORTUNISTS' 


Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 11 Mar 83 pp 4, 7 


[Article by David Ompoc in “Of Mice and Men” column: "The Opportunist 
Mother America”™] 


[Excerpt] Atty. Migs Enriquez, the famous commentator, has advanced the 
theory that the forthcoming Batasan elections will be clean and honest. 
Reason...the United States and the Yorld Bank will be watching the political 
movements of Pres. Marcos so that the latter will be compelled to conduct a 
clean election. I beg to disagree with my Companero and I do not share 

with his optimism. Mr. Marcos is a very strong man and if he wants his 
candidates to win, nobody can stop him. If he was not afraid of the 50 
million Filipinos in declaring a questionable martial law, why is it that 

we will expect him to be afraid now of the United States and the World 


Bank? 


It seems that we are all asleep. Let us admit bluntly that mother America 
and its instrument, the World Bank, are opportwnists in the first order. 
They do not give a damn what kind of democracy we are practicing or 
whether we have a clean election or not. All that matters to them is the 
retention and safety of their vested interest situated in our country. 

Por as long as Pres. Marcos will not touch them as in fact they have 

never been touched, the present leadership is not in danger of jeopardy. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EXPORT PROCESSING ZONE, WORLD BANK TALKS OFF 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 24 


[Text] The Philippine government has called off its negotiations with the 
Worid Bank for the establishment of additional export processing zones through- 
out the country. 


High ranking officials of the export processing zone authority (EPZA) confirmed 
that talks for a projected funding from the World Bank have been discontinued 
following the inability of the Philippine government to provide peso counter- 
part funding. 


Trade and Industry Minister Roberto V. Ongpin himself ordered the cancellation 
of the talks started late last year in view of the limited government funding 


available for the program. 


The officials said that even government budgetary contributions to EPZA this 
year have been slashed by 50 per cent from last year's #100 million allocation. 


The officials said that World Bank loans for the export processing zone (EPZ) 
and industrial estate (IE) components of the EPZA's five-year program will be 
suspended as a result of the cancellation of the talks held in Washington. 


This means the nonimplementation of the export processing program other than 
the Cavite and the Pampanga zones which are set for development this year. 


At present, the country operates three zones in Bataan, Baguio and Mactan and 
two mini-industrial estates in Tabangao, Batangas and Isabel, Leyte. 


Under the nationwide industrial estate plan of the national economic development 
authority (NEDA), 19 EPZs and IEs are planned for development within five years 
starting last year. 


The plan has placed an ambitious ®2.14 billion for the development of infrastruc- 
ture projects in these zones and estates. 


Funds from the Development Bank of the Philippines (DBP), the Overseas Economic 
Cooperation Fund of Japan and the World Bank are being tapped. Zones in Luzon 
have been planned for funding by OECF while Visayan and Mindanao zones are being 


lined up for World Bank funding. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL ON PERVASIVENESS OF GRAFT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 p 6 
{Editorial: “Graft Cases") 


{Text] It is true the establishment of the Sandiganbayan and its prosecu- 
tion arm, the Tanodbayan, marked an advance in the fight against graft and 
corruption. It does not need a study to back the assertion that their 
establishment deters the commission of graft, especially because the 
Sandiganbayan has been strict in the application of the law. 


It seems, however, that the pervasiveness of graft has been underest imated 
by many people because despite the Sandiganbayan and the Tanodbayan the 
number of cases has been rising. The proof of that is Presidential Decree 
1861, which was promulgeted last week. That law authorizes the regular 
courts to hear and decide graft cases where the imposable penalty is less 
than six years or a fine of not more than ®6,000. 


The decree was promulgated because there was a rising backlog of cases 
before the Sandiganbayan. So, while the Sandiganbayan and the Tanodbayan 
are admittedly deterrents to graft they are not enough to substantially 
reduce the number of crimes committed. 


Graft is committed in many places and by different types of government 
officers. For example, two fiscals were in the news recently because they 
were suspected of having received bribes from people who had pending cases 


before thea. 


Even the judiciary seems to have been infected. One of the reasons for the 
reorganization of the judiciary was to weed out the undesirable judges. 
The theory was graft can be committed but cannot necessarily be proved in 
an administrative proceeding. Therefore, a likely remedy was to terminate 
the appointments of all judges and refuse reappointment to those suspected 


of unsavory behavior. 


The steps taken so far argue against the proposition that the government 
is standing still in the fight against graft. 


It is nonetheless necessary to give priority to the more important cases 
to dissipate the suspicion that only the small fish are caught in the net. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS GOVERNMENT ROLE IN BUSINESS SUIT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 p 6 
[Column by Jesus Bigornia] 


{Excerpt] When it comes to business, government is not, so it appears, 
above resorting to the meanest tricks in the book to “do in” the competi- 
tion. To wit: Transcon, a government-owned (through the National 
Development Company) trucking firm, unable to best its major rival for 

the haulage business of Clark Air Force base and Subic naval facility, has 
been filing with the board of transportation nuisance suits against Getz 
corporation, an American company licensed to do business in the Philippines. 


Already handicapped by a BOT ruling it may not haul freight with its own 
fleet of trucks for lack of a franchise, Getz would be prevented from using 
the trucks of franchised trucking firms, if Transcon had its way. 

Transcon has asked revocation of contracts of its rival. But in a series 
of opinions, BOT holds that Getz can lease or hire any truck owned and/or 
operated by a duly franchised operator to handle freight and cargo. And 
this is what Getz has been doing. 


Unfortunately for Transcon, the BOT has no jurisdiction over the American 
military bases, not even over contracts entered into by bases authorities 
with parties of whatever nationality. The BOT may not, therefore, ask for 
cancellation of Getz corporation's haulage contracts. Were it not that the 
nuisance cases could easily be misconstrued in American business circles as 
government harassment of foreign investors, the Transcon cases would be 
laughed out of the judicial system. But the matter has already reached 
the American Chamber of Commerce which could influence official Washington 
thinking about the Philippines and its policies. 
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Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 p 10 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRESIDENT'S MUSLIM POLICY LAUDED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 p 16 
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PHILIPPINES 


JAPANESE AID P2.76 BILLION DAM PROJECT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 83 p 3 
[Article by Honor Blanco Cabie] 


[Text] When the hot days of summer come to the Ilocos region in the far 
north, the narrow stretch of land turns parched, many crops become dry and 
farmers pray for rain. 


But the region, sandwiched between the South China Sea and the Llocos 
mountain range, has become a beehive of activity for a multi-purpose irriga- 
tion project of the national government. 


Officials say nearly 100,000 farmers from the region hope to benefit from 
the project, expected to rise from this basically agricultural area. 


They say that more than 130 communal irrigation systems in the area, some 
480 kilometers north of Manila, are being rehabilitated and integrated 


prior to the construction of the Palsiguan dan. 


Japanese consultants have said that the project, which covered two phases, 
would generate P355 million annually in agricultural income and hydro- 
electric power when it becomes operational by 1987. 


Nearly 20,000 hectares of farmland--planted largely to rice, tobacco, garlic, 
mungbeans and cotton--will be irrigated when the P2.76-billion project is 
completed, officials of the National Irrigation Administration say. 


A feasibility report on the project says that the irrigation complex will 
help accelerate regional development and enhance the living standard of 


residents. 


The national government has drawn up an economic plan for the region which 
includes irrigation projects, snaking westward from the Llocos mountain 
range and the Central Cordillera mountains towards the South China Sea. 


The project area has been topographically classified into low lying alluvial 
plains as well as undulating and rolling hilly lands. 








As early as 1975, the National Irrigation Administration conceived a plan 
for possible irrigation projects in the region. 


It developed this into an integral rural area development project in 1976, 
with emphasis on agricultural development to be implemented under govern- 


ment supervision. 


It was under this development plan that the government conducted additional 
studies and formulated the Palsiguan river aulti-purpose project in 1977. 


Following a Philippine government request, the Japan International Coopera- 
tion Agency dispatched a survey team which later recommended a phased 


development. 


Electric power supply to the area is made through the Luzon grid from the 
mountain resort city of Baguio due Southeast. 


Project consultants have suggested electrification of the area, noting that 
only a quarter of households enjoys electric power supply. 


The second phase of the project is focused on the reservoir plan to make 
possible the introduction of double cropping and partiality triple cropping. 


Officials say that in the reservoir operation study of Palsiguan dan, 
inclusive of hydropower generation aspect, the required reservoir capacity 
has been determined at 232 million cubic meters. 


This would meet the irrigation requirement in a “droughty year" which 
happens once every 10 years. 


The major facilities of the project are the Palsiguan dam, the afterbay 
in the mountain town of Nueva Era east of here, diversion dams, irrigation 
and drainage canals, roads, on-farm facilities and hydropower plants. 


Consultants say the annual gross cropping area in the site for both seasons-- 
dry and wet--would become 1,410 hectares in 1984, increasing this gradually 


until 36,225 hectares in 1988. 


The incremental productions in the full development stage are expected to 
arrive at about 80,000 metric tons by paddy, 5,600 tons by garlic, 1,080 
tons by tobacco, 2,580 tons by cotton and 1,780 tons by mungbeans by 1992. 


The project aims to increase agricultural production, generate hydropower 
and create employment opportunities throughout the year. 


It also aims to inprove the living environment through rural development 
with focus on an assured irrigation, water supply backed by improved agri- 
cultural supporting services and farm road systems. 


With this ambitious project, many believe that farm income will eventually 
increase--given the favorable natural conditions like soil, climate and 
topography for paddy and diversified crop and cultivation. 
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GUARANTEE FIRM FACES LOSSES OVER CDCP 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by George T. Nervez] 
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CREDITORS APPROVE REHABILITATION PLAN 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 83 p 10 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL VIEWS ‘BLOODY' FISHPEN PROBLEM 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 83 p 4 
(Editorial: "“Fishpen Problem in Laguna De Bay”) 


[Text] The government should act decisively on the problem of uncontrolled 
proliferation of fishpens in Laguna de Bay. The communists and the subversives 
must be prevented from exploiting what is becoming a bloody situation occurring 
right at the doorstep of Metro Manila. 


What is most intriguing is why the situation has been allowed to deteriorate 
through the years despite an existing presidential decree limiting the area 
that should be allocated to fishpen operations and the number of hectares that 
should be given to each individual or corporate operator. There is also a 
presidential directive for the dismantling of illegally constructed fishpens. 
But, instead of decreasing in number, fishpens continue to increase. 


The presidential decree limits the area to be allocated for fishpens to only 
20 percent of the lake's total area of some 95,000 hectares. 


One can <asily see that the total area currently allocated for fishpens is 
more than 20 percent. 


It would be interesting to find out the names of those who own these fishpens. 
They include some powerful, influential and rich families. Cbviously, some 

of them were able to get permits to build fishpens in the lake by circumventing 
the law. Under the law, an individual can only be authorized to construct a 
maximun of five hectares of fishpens in the lake. A corporation can be allocated 


50 hectares. 


The rich always have ways of interpreting the law in their favor to the detriment 
of the poor. How come several families, interlocking corporations and subsidiaries 
were able to obtain 680 permits last year to construct fishpens in the lake 
covering areas in excess of what is specified by law? One possibility is that 
these fishpen owners were able to apply for hundreds of hectares by using 


various names. 


The Laguna Lake Development Authority has been trying to put order into this 
messy fishpen problem by improving the skills of small fishermen whose lives 
depend on their income from the lake. But, obviously, the LLDA has not been 
able to resolve the more pressing issues effectively. 
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Now, Brig. Gen. Pacifico Lopez de Leon, general manager of LLDA, has been 
recalled to active duty in the military as chief of the AFP's civil relations 
office. No doubt, he will have to give up his job as LLDA general manager. 

A strong willed man who can deal effectively with both the powerful rich and 
the voiceless poor, and who can more effectively implerent the socio-economic 
programs of the government should be named to replace De Leon. 


The marginal fishermen living along the shorelines of Laguna de Bay have not 
known of any other livelihood all their lives except fishing. To them, the 
lake is both a source and a way of life. Now that they are being restricted 
from pursuing their livelihood, they cannot help but feel threatened. 


The violence and killing in the lake will definitely worsen the problem. 
Chances are, the subversives will exploit the situation to make it even more 


explosive to suit their own purposes. 


Before this happens, the government should step in, correct the mistakes and 
give justice to those who have suffered injustices. 


CSO: 4200/469 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS DIRECTS AUTHORITIES TO MOVE OP FISHPENS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 
[Article by: Miguel Genovea and Corazon Fie] ] 


[Text] President Marcos took a direct hand yesterday in the raging controversy 
between marginal fishermen and fishpen operators in Laguna Lake to prevent 
further bloodshed. 


In his talk with newsmen, the President said he has directed the Constabulary, 
the Ministry of Local Governments and the Laguna Lake Development Authority to 


look into the matter. 


The President's directive was addressed to Brig. Gen. Pacifico de Leon, LLDA 
general manager; Lt. Gen. Fidel Ramos, PC chief; and Local Governments Minister 


lose D. Rono. 


What is strange is that the LLDA claims it does not know which fishpens are 
illegal. 


The law has delineated 18,000 hectares in the center of the lake as the fish- 
pen belt. Therefore, any fishpen outside this belt must be illegal. The law 
also allows a maximum of only five hectares for individuals, 10 hectares for 
partnerships, and 50 hectares for corporations. Therefore, fishpens in excess 
of these maximum areas must be illegal. 


General de Leon also refuses to show the list of fishpen owners although these 
are public records. He told reporters to go to the municipal governments. 


Fishermen claimed that most illegally constructed fishpens had construction 
permits from the mayors but did not have the necessary LLDA permits. 


Fishpen operators managed to circumvent the law by forming interlocking corpor- 
ations or a group organizing a corporation with several subsidiaries. 


The LLDA last year granted a total of 680 fishpen permits, 54 of which were 
corporations with allegedly interlocking directorates. 


Thirteen families are reported to control one-third of Laguna Lake's fishpens. 
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Among the corporations owning more than 50 hectares each are: the Siochi group 
of seven subsidiaries (350 hectares); Del Rosario group, seven subsidiaries 


(250 hectares); Almendras group, five subsidiaries (250 hectares); Puzon group, 
four subsidiaries (200 hectares); De Guzman group, four subsidiaries (200 
hectares); Santos group, five subsidiaries (234 hectares); the Villaluz group, 
two subsidiaries (100 hectares); and the Cosmos group, six subsidiaries (280 


hectares). 





The President issued LOI 982 in 1982 directing the demolition of illegal fish- 
pens in the area. Fishpen operators, however, were able to secure a court in- 


junction to stop the demolitions. 








To protect their cause, the Mangingisda ng Cavite, Laguna, at Rizal (Calariz), 
and the Kapatiran ng Malayang Maliliit na Mangingisda ng Pilipinas have formed 


a coalition. 


Both groups claim to represent 60,000 small fishermen dependent upon the lake 
for their Living. 


As a result of the mounting protest from marginal fishermen, fishpen operators 
had hired heavily armed guards. 


The recent unsolved killings at the lake were said to be the result of the 
~orsening situation in Laguna de Bay. 


However, Gen. de Leon yesterday denied newspaper reports that, due to violence 
in the area, some lakeshore towns have been placed under military guard. “It 
is not true. If there were killings, they were purely isolated police cases." 


He added that the LLDA is not responsible for the peace and order situation in 
the lakeshore towns. "That is the basic function of the municipal police." 


He also denied that he said he feared subversive elements have infiltrated the 
ranks of the small fishermen. “I am not that careless." 


Asked about the status of fishpen operators who put up corporations with inter- 
locking directorates, the general replied: "Nowhere in the law is there a pro- 
vision to prevent an individual from holding seats in several corporations. 
This is based on the principles of free enterprise." Therefore, he implied, 
there is nothing wrong if a fishpen operator seats on the board of several 


corporations at any one time. 
Fishpen operators are required to pay P400 per hectare in legal fees. “That 


sum is divided as follows: P200 to the LLDA; P150 to the muncipality; and P50 
to the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources for further research." 


Marginal fisherfolk are encouraged to put up fishcages, about 5 by 10 meters 
each, under the KKK program, he said. 


"About 1,567 families are benefiting from the KKK fishcage program. 
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Fifteen thousand tilapia fingerlings can fit into one fishcage. "A family 


can make P11,000 to P18,000 per harvest." 


Tilapia, he said, is more expensive than bangus. “It costs P15 per kilo.” 


Asked why big fishpen operators have employed armed guards, he answered: “To 


prevent rampant stealing of fish stock.” 


CSO: 4200/485 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS RECOMMENDS SOLUTION TO FISHPEN ROW 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Miguel Genovea] 


[Text] President Marcos said yesterday that the government is considering 


the conversion of big fishpens at Laguna de Bay into cooperatives with the 
participation of both the original owners and the small fishermen under the 


Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran program. 


In an interview with newsmen, the President said the proposed scheme seems 
to be the only logical solution to defuse the tension between the fishpen 
operators and the marginal fishermen in the lakeshore towns. 


He said that both groups had sent word to Malacanang that instead of 
destroying the big fishpens, they should be converted into cooperatives. 


The President said that “this is still up in the air" because there are 
still factors to be considered. “There is need for Solomon's wisdom to 
resolve the problem," he continued. 


For one thing, the President said, the completion of the aerial survey is 
still being awaited. 


Besides, the President said, the government will have to convince all con- 
cerned to some kind of a settlement, and determine who are the legitimate 


permit holders and who are not. 


While saying that he could not let illegal fishpen operators “get away 
with it,” the President said that their investments will have to be con- 
sidered since the big fishpens were constructed through loans from banks. 


There is also the matter of fish supply in Metro Manila and nearby provinces, 
of which 80 percent comes from the lake. 


"The conversion of fishpens into cooperatives is the most rational since it 
can be done without actually losing money or adding burdens to the banks 
and fishpen owners," the President said. 
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The President also stressed the need for fishpens near the shore to “open 
up" to allow small fishermen access to fishing grounds. 


"It is like a slum and there are really no channels,” he said. “We will 
not remove them but probably open up channels for movement.” 


On the speculation that the waters of Laguna Lake had become sterile and 
can no longer feed an increasing number of fish, the President said tests 
show that organic fertilizer like pig dung and chicken manure, as well as 
chemical fertilizer, can rejuvenate the fish-feeding capacity of the water 
as was proven by some fishpen owners who were able to turn productive parts 


of the lake already found sterile. 
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PHILIPPINES 


TRADE UNION FOREIGN FUNDS INVESTIGATED 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


{Text} Baguio City, March 25--Labor Minister Blas F. Ople said today the 
government is checking into reports that foreign funds were being intro- 
duced into the country to subvert the trade union movement and destabilize 


the state. 


Addressing the closing session of the national triennial convention of the 
Federation of Free Workers (FFW), Ople said the Labor Code requires donors 
and recipients of foreign funds for trade unions of other labor groups to 
submit reports to the MOLE. 


“There is ground to believe that some organizations engaged in cl’. stine 
activities do not report such funds, in violation of the law,” he said. 


“This provision of law will now be more strictly enforced with the reorgani- 
zation of the Minietry of Labor and Employment because a labor organization 
division has been established for this purpose.” 


Ople said the government fully appreciates assistance extended to local 
unions from international sources which willingly cooperate with the 
government in fulfilling their reporting obligation. 


He cited the FFW and the Konrad Adenaver Foundation of the Federal Republic 
of Germany as among those who have complied with the regulation. 


Ople asked mass organizations, including those based in labor, youth, and 
the peasantry, to exercise ce-e and be alert to avoid being used as pawns 
of foreign powers contending for influence in the Philippines and in 


Southeast Asia. 


He said foreign interventions in developing countries, no matter how 
cleverly and altruistically masked, have often led to broken societies, 


civil war and fratricide. 


He said unions should oblige themselves to follow a policy of full dis- 
closure of their financial status and activities for the protection of the 
general membership and to build confidence in the union's leadership. 


Juan C. Tan was reelected president with Efren Aranza-Mendez as national vice 
president. Tan is also the incumbent president of the World Confederation of 
Labor (WCL). 
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PHILIPPINES 


FIRST LADY URGED TO HEAD LAKE AUTHORITY 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Article by Mitos S. Garcia] 


[Text] Fishermen's organizations in Pasig and Tagig, Rizal, asked yester- 
day that the First Lady and Minister of Human Settlements Imelda R. Marcos 
head the Laguna Lake Development Authority to ensure fast action on the 
reforms that will solve the problems besetting Laguna Lake. 


The Kapariz Fishermen and Duck Raisers Association in Barangays Kalawaan 
Norte and Kalawaan Sur, Pasig; Pinagbuklod Bisig of Barangay Pinag- 
buhatan, Pasig; and the Samahang Mangingisda sa Bayan ng Tagig, lauded 
the First Lady's personal concern over the plight of the small fishermen. 


The three organizations cited the prompt action of the First Lady at a 
dialogue held the other day in the Rizal Provincial Capitol, during which 
she issued several orders to LLDA General Manager Pacifico L. De Leon to 
act fast in putting order in the fishpen areas in Laguna Lake. 


Mrs. Marcos had told De Leon to see to the immediate opening of the navi- 
gation lanes which had been obstructed by big fishpens. The fishpens, she 
said, had taken on an oppressive quality because of their size. 


The fishermen had earlier pressed for the removal of De Leon as LLDA 
manager because the illegal construction of fishpens had allegedly 
proliferated during his tenure. 


“Tanging nasa kamay ng Pangulo at ng Unang Ginang na lamang ang huli 
naming pag-asa," SMBT president Roman Domingo said yesterday. ("Our only 
hope now rests in the hands of the President and the First Lady.") 


Felix Tajan, president of the Kalawaan organization, said that the small 
fishermen are “already drowning” and are hoping for relief. "“Kaming 
maliliit na mangingisda ay nalulunod na, at naghihintay na lamang ng 


sasagip,” he said. 


Domingo added that “Ang magagawa ng Unang Ginang ay hindi kayang gawin ng 
sinupaman, kung kaya't ito ang aming kahilingan, upang sa gayon ay madaling 

















malulutasan ang mga problemang ito." ("What the First Lady can do, no one 
else can do, that is why we are making this request, so that these problems 
can be solved immediately.") 


The fishermen said they would put their request in a formal letter 
addressed to Mrs. Marcos, saying that they consider her the “mother of the 
small fishermen.” 


In making this request, the fishermen indicated they had completely lost 
their confidence in the ability of De Leon to effect the necessary reforms. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FIRST LADY ASKS SOLONS TO BACK KKK 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Human Settlements Minister Imelda R. Marcos called yesterday on her 
fellow assemblymen to get involved in the implementation of government pro- 
grams, particularly of the KKK and the shelter programs. 


These are expanding programs in which the assemblymen could complement the 
efforts of the governors and mayors at the local level, Mrs. Marcos told 
assemblymen from Regions III, IV and Metropolitan Manila at the Coconut 
House in the Cultural Center Complex. 


She asked them to make their efforts felt in the implementation of the KKK 
and the housing program, and “make yourselves relevant to the lives of 
your citizens." 


While in the party government, the party comes first, there could be a bal- 
ance in which the individual assemblyman could establish his identity and 


his image, on his good performance. 


"The KBL is not a person, and love must have a face,” Mrs. Marcos said. 
She added that the party can be effective and credible so long as the 
people behind it are effective and credible. 


Mrs. Marcos, however, made it plain that it is for the individual assembly- 
man to build his image, not the party, President Marcos, or the KKK. 


The First Lady agreed to arrange a meeting between the human settlements 
officials and the assemblymen of every region to brief them on their 
expanded role. 


She said that the assemblymen have passed good and far-sighted laws, but the 
problem is “how we make them relevant to the realities so the people would 


feel that they are benefited.” 


She added that many people in the regions cannot seem to relate their 
assemblymen to their immediate problems. 
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SINGAPORE ASKS AID TO FIND HIJACKED SHIP 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 p 1 


[Text] A Singaporean shipping company has sought the help of the 
Philippine government in locating one of its vessels, reportedly hijacked 
last month by a group of Filipinos from a port in Brunei, a Malaysian 


state. 


Lavyers for the shipping firm, Compania Maritima de San Agustin, told the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs they believe that the “a/v St. Anthony,” was 


taken by the hijackers to Cebu or nearby water. 


They said the vessel was hijacked on the night of Feb. 10 by men described 
as Filipinos. 


The “St. Anthony” was earlier the subject of a legal tussle between the 
shipping company and the Filipino crewmen led by Capt. Alfredo A. Saab, 
apparently stemming from a pay dispute. 


The law firm told the MFA that the Brunei High Court ruled last Feb. 10 that 
Saab surrender the vessel and its certificate of registry to Compania 
Maritima de San Agustin and barred the captain and his crew from boarding 
the vessel. 


The court also dismissed a counter-claim filed by Saab. 


The ship was hijacked at the port of Muara in Brunei, where it had been 
placed under arrest by the court since Oct. 21 last year. 


A search for the “m/v St. Anthony” launched by Malaysian authorities in 
Malaysian waters has yielded negative results, leading the company to 
believe that the ship, with a gross tonnage of 474 dwt, is somewhere in 


Philippine waters. 
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GENERAL ANNOUNCES CAPTURE OF 29 NPA TAX COLLECTORS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 pp 1, 5 
[Article by Jose de Vera] 


[Excerpt] Cagayan de Oro City, March 25--Maj. Gen. Josephus Q. Ramas, 
Army commanding general, said today the army rangers captured yesterday 
29 New People’s Army tax collectors in a series of lightning raids in 
Maco, Davao del Norte. 


Ramas made this disclosure after revealing a radio message flashed to hia 
by Brig. Gen. Felix A. Brawner, commander of the newly activated First 
Scout Ranger Regiment. 


Brawner’s report said the tax collectors were led by a certain Ka Carmin, 
Rio, Marilu, and Cesar who operated in jungle sitios bordering Davao and 
Cotabato. The group belongs to the tax collection arm of the CPP-NPA 


all over Mindanao. 


Brawner said the 29 were caught while collecting from residents by 
elements of the 4lst Ranger Battalion under Lt. Col. Julius Javier. 


The collectors and their armed support were unable to put up a fight, he 
said. 


The rangers also seized boxes of mimeographed documents, including a 
liquidation list. 


First marked for execution were military officials, town mayors, barangay 
captains, and councilmer. 


The documents, Ramas said, also revealed NPA plans to recruit students and 
labor leaders and train cadres on new tactics to topple the government. 


The documents also contained instructions to NPA field commanders to 
intensify ambuscades and attacks on small military detachments in 
observance of the forthcoming 14th anniversary of the NPA. 
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A top general exposed yesterdey the fearsome tactics of the Communist Party 
of the Philippines forcing bairi: people in Davao to attend their meetings 
under threat of being liquidated. 


Brig. Gen. Pacifico Lopez de Leon, commanding general of the armed forces 
civil relations service, sade the expose in a sp. cch before the Public 
Relations Organization of the Philippines annual convention at the Univer- 
sity of Life in Pasig, Metro Manila. 
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COMMUNIST GUERRILLA SUSPECT ON JAIL ABUSE 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 13 


[Text] Manila, March 25 (AFP)--A suspected female communist guerrilla 
leader ordered jailed by President Ferdinand Marcos told the Supreme Court 
yesterday that her military captors threatened her with summary execution 
and drove her to attempt suicide early this month. 


In a habeas corpus hearing before the court, Salome Crisostomo tearfully 
recalled how she tried to slash her wrist in a fit of hysteria last 

March 3 after she was allegedly denied her right to see her lawyers and 
relatives in a provincial military camp since her Feb. 22 arrest. 

Chief Justice Enrique Fernando replied that “the court sympathizes with you" 
and asked military and government officials present to assure the suspect 
and her co-accused of access to private medical help and regular visits by 


lawyers. 


Miss Crisostomo and five other suspected regional committee officers of 
the outlawed Communist Party of the Philippines (CPP) and its New People's 
Army (NPA) in the Quezon-Bicol area some 130 kms (81 miles) south of here 
had asked the court to order their release. 


They claimed that their constitutional right to counsel was violated and 
that they underwent "mental agony and psychological violence," including 
forced sleeplessness for days, “gruelling interrogations" without benefit 
of lawyers, and death threats. 


Miss Crisostomo and her co-accused and fiance Victorino Ujano, who is 
said to be suffering from “severely agitated behavior" caused by his 
detention, asked to be allowed to enter a private hospital for psychiatric 


treatment. 


Chief government lawyer Estelito Mendoza answered that the Supreme Court 
had no power beyond inquiring into the legality of the arrest of the six 
suspects, who are named in a presidential commitment order (PCO) issued 


Feb. 22. 








A PCO allows the indefinite detention of any person until otherwise 
ordered by President Marcos alone. 


Mendoza agreed to guarantee the free visits of the detainees’ lawyers 

but rejected their petition to be allowed to enter a hospital outside the 
military camp where they are being held. 

He charged that the suspects were responsible for the ambush and killing of 


at least 87 soldiers and civilians. They must be prevented from escaping 
as well as protected from families and friends of their victims, he added. 


CSO: 4200/526 


85 





PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS VIOLENT, NONVIOLENT SECTORS OF OPPOSITION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 pp 1, 2, 13 
[Article by Mariano M. Florido, former CFI judge] 


[Text] President Marcos once believed that a governing c:1ss and its 
government composed of incapable, unjust sovereigns, enervcted by luxury, 
corrupted by flattery, depraved by unpunished licence, and without talent, 
morals or good qualities had to be overthrown by a people united in revo- 
lution. 


This is relevant in our present struggle for freedom. In the Philippines 
today, there are two battlefronts ail intended to liberate us from the 
present low regime of graft and corruption; of dishonesty of public offi- 
cials; of gross violations of human rights; of influence peddling; of 
criminal waste of public funds; of mismanagement of the national economy, 
militarism and rigged elections. 


There is no need to study in detail the causes of the present unrest in 
our country. The failures and abuses of the governing class as cited 
above are the causes. And the people are divided into two fronts to 
fight these abuses: the followers of Rizal, of peaceful and honest-to- 
goodness reforms in the government, and the followers of Bonifacio, those 
who resort to violence like the NPAs and MNLFs to lead a rebellion. 


More than two decades ago, an organization known as the Kilusarg Makabansa 
or the Nationalist Progress Movement was born in Quezon City. It pro- 
claimed: "The economic might of the aliens is the root cause of graft and 
corruption in the government and, ultimately, in the entire society. 

Being an alien minority they may employ all methods, particularly corrup- 
tion, to protect themselves by maintaining at all cost their position of 
superiority. 


"Not satisfied with the protection afforded by the constitution and the 
laws, they arm themselves with extra legal powers. They have unlimited 
funds with which to buy government employees and officials. They subsidize, 
finance to power, or simply purchase the services of politicians. Their 
influence extend to all levels of politics and government. 














"And so, as the aliens grow in power, they must protect their wealth; and 
to do so, they resort to their time-tested method, corruption. 


"It is all a vicious cycle caused by alien domination of the country's 
economy.” 


The same thing is happening in our country today. We are economically 
under the control of multi nationals because of too much borrowings from 
the IMF and the WB which are tools of the aliens to derail our economic 
system, to convert us into economic pawns in the gambit of their selfish 
national interests. 


The present system is incapable of protecting us from alien imperialism. 
Our public officials all of them--agree that this country must be a 
borrower country to balance its budget and save it from BOP deficits. The 
country's economy is dictated by the alien stockholders of the IMF and the 
WB. So the country is poor and underdeveloped. 


The nationalism of the leaders must come to the forefront to save this 
country from total economic collapse. They must act with examples. They 
must be like Gandhi of India and Nasser of Egypt. Their simplicity of 
lives, their goodness of soul and their austerity were able to gather all 
the people behind them to emulate their examples. 


We are fighting in the arena of peace like Rizal. Those who follow 
Bonifacio are in Mindanao and other rebel areas of the country in esca- 
lating rebellion. It is painful to think how many die in the struggle. 
The day is not far when this country will witness a full fledge civil war. 
We want this fratricidal struggle to stop and give way to peace and under- 
standing. 


President Marcos in his TODAY'S REVOLUTION: DEMOCRACY cited an anarchist 
who said, “Give me a hundred dedicated revolutionaries, and I will turn 

Europe upside down.” This is how he views the situation of the Philippines 
today. This is how grave the situation appears to him. 


Militarization is not the solution to today's revolution. The government 
must understand the plight of the rebels and grant them the needed reforms 
they desire. Only then will these dissidents stop the rebellion. Rizal 
was shot by the Spanish authorities on a December morning, 1896. But he 
was followed by Bonifacio, Luna, del Pilar, Aguinaldo and a host of other 
Philippine heroes of the revolution. History repeats itself. 


CSO: 4200/522 


87 








PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL VIEWS CAMPUS UNREST 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial: "Campus Unrest and the Call for Dialogue"] 


[Text] The resurgence of campus unrest among students in Cebu City need 
deeper investigation so that the causes can be understood and satisfactory 


solutions can be arrived at. 


Activism in the studentry is not of recent origin. The causes and the 
issues have been aired time and again not only in Southwestern University 
where a student's blood had to be shed but they have struck the ears of 
school administrators and officials without effect. In short, the issues 
and the problems have not been cordially recognized or admitted. 


There are reasons that lead to the belief that the issues, although aired 
openly by the students, have been ignored; otherwise, student unrest in 
many campuses would not have gained sympathizers, would not have escalated, 
or lingered like an open wound. 


While much can be said against the way the students’ grievances have been 
handled so far by educational administrators who are supposed to be more 

endowed with better insight and capabilities, the students’ temper can be 
said to be growing more militant in our age, thus entailing immediate and 


progressive approaches. 


There are factors in the environment that have brought out these changes 
in increasing intensity. 


The legitimacy of the students’ cause are universal: human rights in 
general, bigger role in university life involving responsibility, equity 
and justice in school fees, inadequacy in school facilities, and other 
malpractices. While these ventilate against the institutions of learning, 
these can not be solved by adopting an ostrich-like attitude. 


The ministry of education officials have a vital role to play in the reso- 
lution of the conflict. They must not shirk from this responsibility to 
bring the protagonists to the conference table. 


A posture of indifference will only aggravate the problem. Diplomacy, tact 
and sobriety will have to be mustered toward a peaceful dialogue. 
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GOVERNMENT FAILURE LINKED TO RISE OF NPA 

Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 pp 5, 8 

[Article by Joseph Punay] 

[Text] How does a citizen begin to lose affection for his government? 
When his government fails hin. 

How does a government disappoint its citizens? 

It depends on what is a citizen's idea of government. 

To him, the idea for government is invariably personified by the Barangay 
Tanod, the Barangay Councilman, the Barangay Captain, the clerk at a 
government office, the water bill collector, the postman, the policeman, 


the forest ranger, the Fiscal, the Judge, the Mayor, the Sanggunian member, 
the Constabulary, the Army, the Air Force, the Coast Guard, the Navy or 


the Governor. 


When the Councilman is a Coun-SELL man"; 

When the Policeman is "foolishman"; 

When the Fiscal is a "FIV-cal"; 

When the Fiscal is a "FIX-cases as merchandise for sale; 

When the Mayor is Mayor only for the KBL; 

When the kagawads are only "KAGAW" (germs) that "ADD to our social ills; 


When the postman delivers the letters not to its addresses but dumps them 
into a manhole; 


When the clerk at a government office or the water bill collector is arro- 
gant and havghty; 
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When the Air Force is full of airs, and the Coast Guard is more interested 
in the "COST" than in guarding our coasts; 


When the Governor tries to lift a finger to settle a protest through a ten 
percent increase in electric rates and makes denials; 


Then the image of the local government is one of failure. 

Rising from his own disappointment, the citizen often finds solace from 
the first offer of shelter, of assistance. In the countrysides, assistance 
is also availabvie from the enemies of the government, like the NPA. 

Where the government shows some weakness, the NPA finds strength. 

In Cebu, the Governor strengthens the government more notably with rural 
roads and artesian wells. When people turn NPA, we are tempted to ask: 
Didn't our roads and artesian wells do any good? 

Or could it be because we are destroying good asphalted roads leading to 
Cebu Plaza Hotel and rebuild them with concrete, instead of opening new 
roads to the farms in the hinterlands of Asturias and Balamban? 

The success of the Military establishment in letting the NPA's come out of 
their lairs can be interpreted as the military's unwarded message to the 
Governor and the local officials below his level. 


"You've not done enough; that's why we've got to do our job." 
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CAGAYAN ESTATE BOUGHT, TO BE PARCELED OUT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 p 8 


[Text] The Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP) has purchased the 14,177- 
hectare Antonio Carag Estate in Cagayan Valley for P81 million for distri- 
bution to 5,579 tenant-farmers under the land reform program. 


Land Bank officials said the boundaries of the estate planted to both corn 
and tobacco are now being delineated for farmer beneficiaries under the 


operation land transfer (OLT). 


The estate which covers the towns of Tumauini, Quirino, Magsaysay and 
Ilagan will be allocated to the tenant-farmers for their cultivation, the 


maximum area of which is five hectares. 


Officials said the Land Bank spent P15,000 for soil classification by the 
Bureau of Soils to determine suitable crops. 


It also advanced P1,740,000 to the Bureau of Lands for boundary and sub- 
division survey, including lot-by-lot appraisal, to determine the amount 
and area farmers will pay and occupy. 


The Land Bank claimed it has so far released P242,000 in various crop 
development programs for farmers in the estate. 


Of this amount, P165,879 financed tobacco planting of 90 farmers tilling 
83 hectares of land, officials said. 


Seven peanut farmers also benefited from a P13,000 financing for 6.5 
hectares while 33 corn planters received P64,000 in financing. (PNA) 
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NATIONALISTAS CRITICIZE OTHER PARTIES 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


[Text] The Nacionalista party (NP) hit back at its critics yesterday and 
blamed other opposition parties for giving the ruling Kilusang Bagong 
Lipunan (KBL) the opportunity to remain in power indefinitely. 


“People who brand the NP as a ‘manageable opposition, subsidiary of the KBL, 
and national collaboration party’ are simply ignorant of the NP's role in 
stabilizing the nation's political life," the NP said in a press statement. 


The trouble with some "self-annointed genuine oppositionists" is that they 
have consistently refused to fight by boycotting all elections and merely 

expect that the government be turned over to them on a silver platter, the 
NP statement added. 


The NP continued: 


"If there is any political party that has been consistent in opposing the 
administration, it is the NP because it has always fielded candidates in 
all elections to give the people an alternative. 


"By boycotting elections will the other opposition groups be able to wrest 
the national leadership from the KBL, which is the object of the NP? 


"Will regional parties, like the Pusyon Bisaya, Mindanao Alliance, Con- 
cerned Citizens, and others be able to replace the ruling KBL when they 
are only good for their respective regions and are often times fragmented 


themselves?" 


The NP claimed it is the only party that has correct principles and con- 
cepts of government that are attuned to the people's political ideals and 


practices. 


It said the KBL, with its so-called party government, has only succeeded 
in making the President the most powerful public official of the land to 


whom all branches of government must bow. 
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Under the KBL administration, authoritarian rule has replaced the tradi- 
tional separation of powers and the check-and-balance system has prac- 
tically disappeared, the NP said. 


In the case of the Pilipino Democratic Party-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-Laban), it 
has adopted as part of its platform the federal system of government which 
is alien to the Filipino and may result in disunity and dismemberment of 
the republic if carried out, the NP said. 


The United Nationalist Democratic Organization (Unido) has adopted per- 
manently the practice of boycotting elections. How then can it remove the 
KBL from power? the NP asked. 


"Those who run away from a political fight cannot really be the ‘real 
opposition’ as claimed," the NP said. 
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ASSEMBLYMAN QUESTIONS GOVERNMENT ASSURANCES ON U.S. BASES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 27 Mar 83 pp 7, 17 


[Article by Francisco S. Tatad, member, Batasang Pambansa] 


‘Text } 


Two important state- 
ments have recently 
appeared on the mulitary 
bases. The first is from 
former Senator Lorenzo 
M. Tafada, chairman of 
the newly organized Anti- 
Bases Coalition, the 
second from President 
Marcos. . 

Tahada says nuclear 
weapons have been instal- 
led in the Philippines by 
the United States, and 
“there ws nothing the Phi- 
lippine government can 
do about it.” 


agreement which says. 
“lane establishment by 
the United States of long 
range missiles IRBM, 
ICBM) on United States 
bases in the Philippines 
will be the subject of prior 
consultation with the 


Government of the Philip- 
pines.” 


In Tafhada's view, 
however, the 1979 amend- 


States personnel, em- 
ployees, equpment and 
maternal. Consistent with 
rights and obligations 


assured unhampered 
military operations in- 
volving its forces in the 
Philippines.” 


The President replies 


that “previous agree 


with respect to mulitary 
bases, mutual defense and 
considered in force and 
effect 


the Philippine govern- 
ment on the establish- 


vious agreements remain. 
valid until repealed — 
restates a fundamental 
principle. Dut musses the 


point 


PHILIPPINES 


It fails to state categor- 
ically that the i979 
amendment does not in 
any manner modify or re- 


What President Marcos 
is saying is that there ts 
an agreement that ‘the 
Philippine government 
should be consulted before 
the US could instui!l any 














bin it 


Tt 
4. 
$3 
HIF He 
if 
cei Huth: 


ggrs<yqt 423 


il oh bi ab ibogs Es ; 
na ii! tity HTH Ha 
HUA nisl init The pe: “ib 


cetresdal 
HU Ae 
He 


ite; 


pith grees ast 
A Sea et Me HT 
HH HES 


4200/528 


CSO: 


95 
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10,000 STUDENTS PROTEST KILLING 

Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Leo D. Fabular] 

[Text] “Justice for Basier!" 


This was the united demand of some 10,000 students who participated yester- 
day in a mass indignation march rally condemning the killing of Basier 
Majid, a Muslim third year medical technology student of Southwestern 
University (SWU), who was brutally killed allegedly by a security man 
inside the university campus the other day. 


The demonstrators who came from the different colleges and universities 
here marched around Cebu City's major streets bearing placards and stream- 
ers and the coffin of the dead student. 


While marching, the demonstrators appealed to other students on the streets 
and inside university campuses to join them in their protest. 


The protest march culminated with a rally at Fuente Osmena park where 
representatives of student groups participating took turns in lambasting 
what they call the systematic ‘fascism’ by school administration in 
collaboration with the military and police authorities to suppress their 
legitimate assertion of academic freedom and campus rights. 


The mass action was spearheaded by the Southwestern University Student 
Alliance for Academic Freedom (SWU-SAAF) and supported by various groups 
from other schools here which included the Concerned Students for Human 
Rights (CSHR), the College Editors Guild Cebu Chapter, the Student Catholic 
Action of the Philippines (SCAP), the University of San Carlos Student 
Council, the Colegio de San Jose Recoletos (CSJ-R) student council, the 
Cebu United Muslim Organization (CUMSO) and many others. 


The rallying students in their prepared statement said, "They have murdered 
Basier! They murdered him because he stood firm on his convictions. They 
murdered him because he militantly fought for his democratic rights.” 

















"We vehemently condemn the brutal slaying of Basier. 
ate investigation of the crime, the murderers punished and penalized. 


demand justice for our slain comrade in the just struggle for democratic 





reforms.” 


It may be recalled that Majid was shot Thursday morning by a still unidenti- 
fied gunman believed to be a security man of the owners of SWU. 


The 21 year old Muslim student from Zamboanga City was among the students 
who spearheaded the student reform movement and the protest-boycott move- 


mat in the university. 


As of press time, police has yet to identify the assailant. 
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CEBL CITY STUDENTS RALLY, SCORE RIGHTS SITUATION 


Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 17 Mar 83 pp 1, 13 


[Excerpt] Students coming from different schools in Cebu City will hold a 
rally starting at 2:00 o'clock this afternoon at Fuente Osmena. 


A student leader of the Concerned Students for Human Rights (CSHR) disclosed 
to VISAYAN HERALD that the student demonstrators will mass up in front of 
Southwestern University and march towards University of San Carlos, pass 
through the University of the Visayas and Cebu City College. 


The students are set to denounce various forms of suppression of their demo- 
cratic rights. They will also take turns in exposing various experiences of 
fascist suppression in their respective campuses, ranging from suspension, 
blacklisting and expulsion of students to outright killings. A student leader 
pointed out to the killing recently of a student leader. 


Spearheading the rally will be the Ad Hoc Body of the Anti-Fascist Alliance of 
Students (A FAST), composed of the three sectoral organizations existing in 
Cebu, namely the Concerned Students for Human Rights (CSHR), College Editors' 
Guild of the Philippines-Cebu (CEGP), and the Student Catholic Action of the 
Philippine Diocese of Cebu (SCAP-Cebu). 


To be launched as a broad alliance of student organizations and councils in 
Cebu committed to oppose fascist suppression of the students’ and people's 
democratic rights, the A FAST in principle vehemently condemns all forms of 
fascist suppression inflicted upon the students in their legitimate efforts to 
effect democratic reforms in the campuses. Thus, the rally this afternoon con- 
cretely expresses the alliance's protest over fascist suppression. 


CSO: 4200/483 














PHILIPPINES 


GEOTHERMAL ENERGY EFFORTS TO INTENSIFY 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 15 


[Text] The government will continue to intensify its all-out drive to 
develop geothermal energy projects for power generation despite the oil 
price cut in tle world market. 


Ricardo Elizagaque, geothermal division manager of Philippine National Oil 
Company-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) said the main aim is to 
raise the share of geothermal supply from 5.52 per cent in 1981 to 13.97 
per cent of the country's total power requirement in 1987. 


By then, Elizagaque said, geothermal energy would displace the equivalent 
of 8.8 million barrels of imported oil every year. 


Computed at the current price of oil in the world market, foreign exchange 
savings is estimated to reach $255.2 million. 


An update on the current status of the Philippine geothermal development 
noted that the country is making a dramatic progress in its geothermal 
projects. 


Elizagaque said that in just a few years after the launching of the project, 
the Philippines, with its current installed capacity of 556 megawatts, has 
jumped from ninth place in 1977 to second position in 1982 behind the 
United States in the rankings of the world's largest geothermal energy 


producers. 


But despite this, Elizagaque said, the government, particularly PNOC-EDC, 
will continue to drill more wells in potential geothermal resource areas. 
Among these areas as Mt. Arayat in Pampanga, Mt. Pinatubo in Zambales, 
Mt. Apo in Davao, and Kidapawan in Cotabato. 


The latest geothermal power plant put in operation is in Tongonan, Leyte. 


The first of three turbines of the Tongonan power plant with a maximum 
output of 37.5 megawatts is supplying the power requirement of Philippine 
Associated Smelting and Refinery Corp. (Pasar), in Isabel, Leyte, Ormoc 
city and other areas in Leyte. 
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When the three turbines, with a combined output of 112.5 megawatts, are 
fully operational, the power demand of Leyte and Samar would be more 
than sufficiently supplied. The excess supply of power is planned to 
be exported to Luzon and Mindanao where demands are great. 
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CHAMBER OF COMMERCE HITS ASEAN VENTURES 


Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 15 


[Text ] 


The Philippine 
Chamber of Commerce 


Philippine-Asean 
council (PAC) elevated 
@ protest on the same 
issue to Board of In- 
vestments (BOI) vice 
chairman Edgardo L. 
Tordesillas, who is 
chairman. 
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tariff protection to 


conceptualization of 
the AIJV scheme. 
Singapore expressed 
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FOREIGN EXCHANGE REDUCTION BOOSTS LOANABLE FUNDS 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 26 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by George T. Nervez] 


[Text } 


SOME $400-million or abcut 
P3 8-biliion worth of loanable funds 
will be available from commercial 
banks starting September 30 this 
yeas when new rules reducing the 
foreign exchange holdings of banks 
take full effect. 

The amount represents 30 percent 


CB Deputy Gov. Juan Quintos Jr: 
said that the amount was based on 
the daily report on the foreign 
exchange receipts negotiated through 
eae banks as of March 23, 
1983. 


“We hope to capture this amount 
by September 30, when the new 
niles take full effect,’ Quintos said. 


The funds may be used to increase 
peso loans to local enterprises who 
have been complaining of the tight 
credit situation. 


The amount may also be 
deposited with the CB. 

MEANWHILE, Jose B. Fernandez 
Jr., chairman of Far East Bank said 
yesterday that with or without the 
new CB formula. banks are ready to 
provide funds to business. 


The CB last Wednesday 


that 
excess 

holdings of banks will be reduced tu 
of ou 


bank. 

However, the portion of average foreign 
exchange receipts will be reduced monthly by 
five percent until it is removed completely 
by September 30, 1983. 


It means that by September 30, the excess 
dollars of banks will be only 20 percent of 
their outstanding L/Cs. 


CB Gov. Jaime C. Laya said that the new 
formula was adopted to increase peso loans 
of banks to local businesses. 

The move would also help reduce locai 
interest rates, he added. 

Laya noted that the banks have enjoyed a 
high level of excess foreign exchange hold- 
ings during the past year. 
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“That is more than enough. Now they will have to convert these funds into 
pesos to be lent to local businesses," Laya added. 


In the past, banks were allowed to hold excess dollars amounting to 30 
percent of their outstanding L/Cs plus $30 million. 


CSO: 4200/525 





103 











PHILIPPINES 


FOREIGN MINISTER REPORTS ON ASEAN MEETING 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 27 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text ] 
FOREIGN MINISTER Carlos P. ASIDE FROM EC assurances of 
Romulo said yesterday the ASEAN- cooperation in the area of export 


European Community (EC) meeting commodities such as sugar, pine- 
has further strengthened the quality apples, vegetable oils and coffee, 


of cooperation between the two re- of ASEAN’s position on gio- 
gional groups. particularly in the eco- negotiations, the UNCTAD and 
nomic sphere tariff as weil as non-tariff barriers to 
val yet ‘inal phy howd Romulo sid the question of Kam- 

: puches was among the important 


West German Foreign Minister Gens- 
cher's observation that the meeting 
proved that positive ASEAN-EC EC agreement 
imteraction should take place “not found | 

unly in good times but also in times von Community on the ASEAN 


vf cnsis.”  * 


“We, the ASEAN ministers, were achieved only through respect 


ecosomies of developing countries « from reiterating a call for 
ae oy . wy ME. the withdrawal of foreign troops 
— fy from Kampuchea, we expressed our 

‘a C ny shout the shared concern and hope that prog- 
a fuding an Interne ress should be made in East-West dis- 
en armament talks in order to reduce in- 
Aqpocmen. ternational tensions,” the foreign 

minister said. 

Of significance, he noted, is the 
community's that any repo- 
sitioning of nucieas missiles 
must not threaten Asi 
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PHILIPPINES 


EDITORIAL SCORES CARDINAL SIN ON ARMS SALES 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Mar 83 p 4 
{Editorial: "“Sin's Remark on Western Arms Sales") 


[Text] Jaime Cardinal Sin may have wandered a bit too far into the realm 
of temporal affairs when he urged Wednesday the United States and other 
Western countries to stop all arms sales to the Philippines. For this, he 
has been accused by Political Affairs Minister Leonardo B. Perez of 
“attracting publicity for himself" and of trying to “interfere in the 
affairs of state." 


While the Cardinal may be regarded as serving a purpose in the current 
social environment, some of his pronouncements are not exactly what may be 


expected from men of reason and circumspection. 


For instance, by appealing for an end to all Western arms sales to the 
Philippines, would the Cardinal prefer the insurgents to have the better 
part of the arms clash? Those who follow closely the subversive activities 
in some parts of the country are aware of the smuggling into the country of 
sophisticated weapons coming from foreign interests that do not represent 
the United States and other Western countries. If Filipino soldiers were 
not properly armed, who would stop the rebels from committing terroristic 


acts against the people? 


Cardinal Sin's latest remark must have been a reflection of what he feels 
is his concern for the mounting number of casualties resulting from the 
insurgency problem, including the death and ambuscades of officers and 


men of the AFP. 


However, Sin must have realized that by speaking out his views on the coun- 
try's political affairs, he can only be treated no more than an ordinary 
politician who can shed “crocodile tears" and issue misleading generaliza- 
tions, as Minister Perez described hin. 


It would be interesting to find out what Sin's response is to the accusa- 
tions levelled by Perez against the clergy in Mindanao. Perez said that 
“almost all the clergy and lay deacons in Mindanao are not only sympathizing 
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but actually working hand in hand with the subversives." He accused the 
lay deacons of engaging in “blodly and violent attacks such as ambuscades, 


pillage, arson and even rape." 


However Sin may react, it is clear that he has assumed a role where 
criticism and political actions are to be expected. He must have expected 
this. From here on, he should consider himself political fair game. 
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GOVERNMENT MAY SCRAP ‘WEAK’ TRADING FIRMS 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Mar 83 p 16 


{Text } 


THE genvernment may scrap some 
ot the I2 accredited trading 
companies (ATC) it authorized to 
operate since 1980 for their failure 
to reach “theis export targets.” 

Official sources disclosed this over 
the weekend even as they explained 
that the probable “disenfranchise- 
ment™ of some of the ATCs will 
depend on the outcome of a review 
on the performance of the trading 
firms set to be conducted soon. 

They added, the review may also 
resuit m a realignment of the export 
thrusts of the ATCs with the 
government's export promotions 
drive to boost non-traditional export 
items, specifically the so-called seven 
priority products. 

The 12 ATCs are Ultra 
international Trading, Lefilton, First 
Philippine Trading. San Miguel Corp., 
Rustan Commercial, Ayala Corp., 
Herdis International, Universal Robi- 
na, United Coconut Trading, Delta 
International, Marstee! Consolidated 
and Allied Transnational. 

These ATCs are supposed to set 
up overseas trading offices (OTOs) to 
faciluate trading of certain products. 

GOVERNMENT's evaluation of 
the ATCs’ performance has long been 
overdue. As early as 1981, or a year 
after the ATC program was launched. 
the Ministry of Trade and Industry 
(MT1) has announced a review of the 
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operations of the |2 trading firms. 

The review was originally 
intended to determine which 
companies should remain as 
participants in the program, and 
which should be scrapped for their 
dismal performance, as evidenced by 
their failure to meet export targets, 
etc. 

The MTI, however, deferred the 
review because the program was new 
and unfamiliar to the participants; 
the recession was affecting 


Roberto V. Ongpin _ earlier 
commented that during the recession 
period, it was not wise and proper to 
“rock the boat unnecessarily.” 
However, now that recovery is 
expected to set in, Ongpin said, it 
may be time to take a look at these 
ATCs. ‘ 

The review of the ATC scheme is 
actually just one of the many 
programs being initiated by 
government. The automotive 
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P2 BILLION COPPER PROJECT TO OPEN IN MAY 


PHILIPPINES 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 28 Mar 83 p 22 


[Article by Jake Espino] 


[Text } 


ISABEL, Leyte 

(PNA) -. The country’s 
first copper smelier and 
refinery, the P22 
billion Philippine 
Associated Smelting 
and = Refining Corp. 
(PASAR), will be 
operational by May 5 


schedule because of the 
“dedication and skill of 
highly trained Filipino 
engineers, workers and 
foreign consultants." 
“When we started 
the construction of 
PASAR in 1980, 
nobody believed that 
we could complete the 
project in three years 
and now we prove them 
wrong,” Sunday said. 
Located on the 
24hectare seaside ares 
in Isabel, Leyte, the 
plant which has a rated 
annual capacity of 
38,000 metric tons of 
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metallic copper, will 
initially meet 6 
percent of its 
production capacity. 
Aside frou. copper, 
PASAR is expected to 
process 250,000 ounces 
of gid and 850,000 
ounces of _ silver 


annually. 


THE PLANT'S other 
ike acid wil be 
acid will be 
processed into fertilizer 
by the Philippine 
Phosphate Fertilizer 
Co. (Philphos) 
adjacent to PASAR. 
Copper concen 
trates, as raw materials 


foreign countries, 
principally Japen, for 
processing into steel. 
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Since the 
is one of the largest 
producers of copper ore 
in the world, 
government economic 
planners set up the 
smelter to provide ready 
market for the 
country’s copper 
concentrates. 

The processing of 
copper concentrates in 
the country § will 
conserve foreign 
exchange, minimize 


Opportunities for 
gowth of industries 
related to the 
production of finished 


copper products. 
Further, PASAR is 

providing 
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PHILIPPINES 


TAX TAKE EXPECTED TO EXCEED P23.1 BILLION TARGET 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by: Ros Manlangit] 


[Text] The Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) expects its collections this year 
to exceed its target of P23.1 billion. 


The expected rise in collections, according to deputy commissioner Tomas C. 
Toledo, can be directly attributed to the tax campaign launched by the BIR. 


The shift to the collection of taxes based on gross income may also be contrib- 
uted to the increased internal revenue collections, it was noted. 


He said, however, that the collection system especially the withholding tax 
needs improvement to make things more convenient for both taxpayers and the 
government. 


Taxpayers, he said, will be able to file their returns next year through the 
mails if their employers perfect their internal withholding procedures. 


Toledo said that last month income tax collections exceeded the original target 
by P173 million. A “big take” is expected as soon as the fixed income statis- 
tics are finally processed, he added. 


Income taxes, either from individuals and business corporations are the biggest 
sources of revenue collections, Toledo said. 


Other revenue sources are excise taxes, tax on business and special taxes. The 
special levy on petroleum products, known as the oil equalization fund also 
constitutes a major revenue source. 


Toledo said not much is expected from business taxes this year because of the 
recessionary trends. 


BIR figures showed that there are an estimated 2.9 million taxpayers in the 
country, 70 percent of them individual earners, while the rest are corporations 
and partnerships. Metro Manila accounts for about a million taxpayers. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CORPORATE BORROWERS AVOIDING CP ‘FLOTATION’ 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Mar 83 pp 10, 9 


[Article by: Ray Magallanes] 


[Text] Only two of the more than 300 traditional corporate borrowers have 
actually applied for a license to float short-term commercial papers (CPs) 
since the new money market rules took effect eight days ago. 


Records at the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) showed that the only 
applicants are the First Philippine Holdings Corp. and Resins, Inc. Their 
papers have not even been acted upon yet. 


Industry sources said the traditional CP issues are reluctant to renew their 
license because of the stringent new money market rules. They are opposed to 
the debt-to-equity ratio and the bank guarantee requirement. 


Under the new rules, CP issuers will be allowed to float CPs only three times 
their paid-up capital. This requirement, they said, constricts their CP 
issuances. The old rules gave them a 10:1 debt-equity ratio. (This means they 
borrow P10 for every Pl investment). 


Furthermore, the new rules require them to secure a committed credit line 
equivalent to 20 percent of their proposed CP flotation from commercial banks. 


The Money Market Association of the Philippines (MART) has proposed to the co- 
ordinating committee of the SEC and the Central Bank (CB) to exempt from the 
20-percent bank guarantee those that can secure repurchase agreements with any 
commercial bank or investment house. 


But the proposal is still pending before the monetary board. 


But even if the proposal is approved by the Monetary Board, most of the corpor- 
ate borrowers will have difficulty in securing repurchase agreements with 
commercial or quasi-banks because of the rigid rating tests of the banks, in- 


dustry observers said. 


Banks that will guarantee in full all the obligations of corporate borrowers, 
that they are expected to strictly screen applications for repurchase agree- 


ments. 
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The banks or investment houses might even r<quire collaterals, observers said. 


They added, banks normally require loan applicants to put up collaterals whose 
market value is 120 percent of the loan applied for. They said that if the loan 
applied for is P8 million, banks require the applicants to come up with securi- 
ties worth P10 million. 
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PHILIPPINES 


INFLATION RATE AT LOWEST LEVEL IN 5 YEARS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] Prices of consumer goods and services last month posted an average in- 
crease of 6.65 percent or significantly lower than the 10.5-percent inflation 
rate in February 1982. 


Last January, the inflation rate stood at 6.98 percent. 


This means that prices of food items and others, including services such as 
construction and housing repairs, registered minimal increases. 


According to a report submitted to the President, the February inflation rate 
was the lowest level recorded in the country in almost five years. 


The February price figure, it added, marked the fourth consecutive month since 
the country got off the double-digit (10 percent and over) level in November 


1982. 


The report said the food index in all areas of the country reflected monthly 
changes of 0.30 percent. In Metro Manila, this was caused by slightly higher 
prices of some miscellaneous food items. In areas outside Metro Manila, the 
rise in the food index was traced to the increase in the prices of such items 
as eggs, fish, fruits and vegetables in Central Mindanao and Central Visayas. 


Clothing and housing and repairs indices also posted marginal increases of less 
than half a percent during the period. Items for fuel, light and water posted 
the most significant monthly price increase (1.42 percent). 


During the period, the corresponding index for areas outside Metro Manila in- 
creased by 1.57 percent as firewood, charcoal and kerosene became costlier in 
many regions, particulary in Central Visayas, Southern and Western Mindanao. 

In Metro Manila, a slight increase of 0.46 percent was observed and this was 
caused by the rise in the purchased power adjustment of electricity by consumers 
of more than 200 kilowatt hours a month. 


The services and miscellaneous indices for the Philippines moved up by 0.79 
percent and 0.65 percent, respectively, the report said. Prices of some trans- 
port-related items such as tires and batteries were increased, pushing up the 
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services index outside Metro Manila while higher prices of some medicines 
were responsible for the rise in the miscellaneous index for Metro Manila. 


The consumer price index (CPI) is computed on the basis of the prices of 
selected items inside a household consumer basket consisting of food (rice, 
eggs, fish, fruits and vegetables), clothing, housing and repairs, fuel, light 
and water services and miscellaneous items. The data are compiled both on a 
municipal, provincial, regional and national level based on monitoring re- 
ports submitted by private establishments to government agencies. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MARCOS CALLS FOR COOPERATIVE ASEAN SHIPPING 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] President Marcos called yesterday on the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations to open more areas of cooperation to enable the group to “move 
faster." 


In a talk with newsmen, the President noted several areas of economic 
importance which, he said, the ASEAN has failed to explore. These areas 
include monetary policies and shipping. 


In shipping, the President said there is need for a common ASEAN shipping 
agency to service all members of the group--Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, 
Indonesia and the Philippines. 


The President cited the case of the shipment of cement through the 
Philippine backdoor that uses sailboats of traders. He said these trans- 


actions are not recorded. 


“Why can't we institutionalize this and make it a two-way thing? We buy 
whatever they have there and they buy our cement for construction,” the 
President said. 


As there is no shipping company that services the ASEAN, the region is 
placed at the mercy of established shipping groups, he noted. 


On money trading, the President said the ordinary money trader is no match 
to experts who control the circle of international finances. 


"You know the intricacies of foreign exchange and how difficult it is for 
the ordinary trader if he isn't in the know or within the magic circle of 
international finance," he said. 


The President suggested that the ASEAN should work out an understanding to 
establish some kind of book accounting of foreign exchange. 


The President said these problems are prevalent not only among the ASEAN 
countries but also in the Third World because trade among developing coun- 
tries “is very limited." He said the West has been sympathetic but that the 
only way the West could help is "to open up trade and bring down barriers, 
forget protectionism and return to good old free trade." 
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PDP-LABAN DENOUNCES ‘BRUTAL KILLING’ 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 11 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The Pilipino Democratic Party Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-LABAN) here has 
denounced the brutal killing of a third year medical technology student of 
the Southwestern University (SWU) as another glaring example of persecu- 
tion and repression against progressive and militant students in the 


country. 


Inday Nita Daluz Cortez, chairman of PDP-LABAN in Cebu City, said the SWU 
incident where one of the participating students in their boycott-protest 
rally was brutally killed only shows that even school administrations are 
using violence in order to prevent students from exercising their rights. 


Daluz said the PDP-LABAN here will give its full support to students in 
their struggle. 


Last night, several lawyers of PDP-LABAN, all members of its Human Rights 
Commission, were fielded to assist victim and to make an investigation of 
their own with respect to the incident and to look into other violators of 


human rights. 


Other lawyers, mostly human right crusaders, also expressed their desire to 
give free legal services to students who need legal assistance as they are 
vent to continue their mass action today. 


The lawyers are former Congressman Antonio Cuenco, chairman PDP-LABAN for 
the Visayas, former Fiscal Manuel Paradela, member of the Arbitration and 
Human Rights Committee, Cebu City Chapter; Vic Leyson also as a member of 
the same committee; Meinrado Paredes of the Free Legal Assistance Group 
(FLAG); and Democrito Barcenas also of PDP-LABAN. 


Meanwhile, some 3,000 students marched and demonstrated in front of the 
Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports (MECS) along Jones Avenue yester- 
day afternoon bringing to its attention their demands for democratic 
reforms in local educational institutions. 


The mass action at MECS was also an indignation rally protesting the brutal 
killing of a demonstrator in SWU. 
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The student marchers and demonstrators came from different schools and 
universities here who sympathized with the SWU students. 


The College Editors Guild of the Philippines Cebu City Chapter, which par- 
ticipated in the mass action issued a statement lauding the boycott of 
classes being staged by the SWU students. 


At the same time, the student editors have pledged their continuous support 
for the action taken for the realization of the student's demands. 


The editors said the militant and collective action now being taken by the 
students is the most fitting form of struggle to press for the granting of 
their demands. 


"These basic rights were long been denied and long too was the struggle of 
students for campus democratic reforms," they pointed out. 


The demonstration yesterday ended after some students allegedly started 
throwing rocks to passing motor vehicles. 


Two of the students engaged in the rock throwing were reportedly appre- 
hended by military authorities but later on released without filing any 


charges. 


Leaders of the demonstration, however, claimed that the two students were 
“agent provocateurs” and not part of the protesting students. 


A bigger mass action is expected to take place today. 
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PHILIPPINES 


GROUPS CONDEMN CAMPUS KILLING 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] Support for the student demonstrators yesterday gained headway 
after a dramatic protest march by some 10,000 students from the different 
colleges and universities in Cebu City. 


The protest march was to show indignation for the killing of a student 
demonstrator at the Southwestern University school grounds. A security 
guard of the school is suspected to have fired the three fatal shots on the 
victim, 21 yr. old Basier Majid, a Muslim 3rd yr. medical technology 
student from Zamboanga City. 


People from all walks of life showed their support and sympathy for the 
youths when they volunteered donations and lined the streets where the 


marchers passed. 


Jose Mendicano, a 37 year old rig driver told the VISAYAN HERALD “Sobra na 
nang mga tag-iya sa eskuwelahan, taas na kaayo ang ilang tuition, patyon pa 
gyud ang mga batang moreklamo!" ("The school owners are overdoing it, 
their school fees are already high and they still kill kids who complain.") 


Criselda Mabanag, on the other hand, a high school teacher, says that the 
school owners could not help raise their fees because of the rising costs. 


Bootblacks, meantime, said that they are all out for any “revolution” the 
students would mount against the school administrators because they thena- 
selves were allegedly deprived from gaining sufficient education because of 
what they called a "commercialized" educational system. 


The protest in the different schools stemmed from the clamor of student 
groups for reforms in their respective campuses particularly the restora- 
tion of the student councils and the student press publications. 


The killing of the SWU student demonstration last Thursday has also sparked 
support from opposition groups in the city. Radiowoman Nenita Cortes 
Daluz, herself a consistent human rights activist, was present in the pro- 
test demos to show her support of the same. Other oppositionists including 
PDP-Laban national Vice Chairman Antonio V. Cuenco voiced their strong 
support for the legitimate demands made by the students on their schools. 
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The lawyers belonging to the Human Rights Commission of the opposition PDP- 
Laban in Cebu have signified their desire to give free legal assistance to 
the student victims of repression by police and school security guards. 

The lawyers led by Democrito Barcenas, Meindrado Paredes, Manuel Paradela 
and others said that they will also help the students document human 

rights violations in the different campuses here. 


The common feeling among most of the people in the streets is that repres- 
sion by the school authorities of legitimate student demands will only fuel 
more animosity between the students and themselves. They are however 
apprehensive that the military and police authorities would side with the 
school owners because they have the money to pay then. 


Meanwhile, the Concerned Filipinos for Press Freedom, Cebu Chapter, in a 
press statement issued yesterday, vehemently denounced and condemned the 
“heinous crime perpetrated by the Aznar security guards of the Southwestern 
University to muzzle and silence the Freedom of Expression and break up a 
peaceful assembly in its campus.” 


The statement was signed by Manuel E. Villarosa, spokesman of CFPF. 


The statement follows: 


“The manner by which the unarmed Basier Majid, was mauled, fatally shot 
twice, before a hollow block was hurled at his defenseless body which was 
already lying in a pool of blood and apparently bleeding to death, cer- 
tainly enhances the school administration's brand of Christianity and 
Humanity. 


"Basier Majid, our Muslim brother was one of the few students in the 
campus of Southwestern University who refused to be cowed. He chooses to 
resist the brutal suppression of academic freedom and died at the hands of 
the ‘blood thirsty terror squads’ of the Aznar's. 


"The Concerned Filipinos for Press Freedom, Cebu Chapter, expresses soli- 
darity with the students cause and grief over the loss of one militant 
who spilled his blood so that Academic Freedom might find life in the campus 


of the Southwestern University. 


"The Concerned Filipinos for Press Freedom, Cebu Chapter, urges everyone to 
‘turn grief into revolutionary courage and to persevere in the struggle for 
liberation not only in the university campuses but of the Filipino nation as 
a whole from the hands of the ruling classes’; there are no tyrants where 
there are no slaves, dare to fight and dare to win!" 
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PHILIPPINES 


NPA FUNDRAISERS POSE AS SOLDIERS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Article by: Mel Parale] 


[Text] A captured rebel commander said yesterday the armed mem in military 
uniforms knocking at doors of residents in Davao towns demanding money are 
members of the New People's Army. 


Nilo Omboy, alias Commander Waway, a ranking member of NPA guerilla front 3 in 
Eastern Mindanao, exposed the NPA protection tax collection scheme after he 
was confronted with evidence by military authorities. 


Omboy was captured this week by operatives of the army 4lst infantry battalion 
at a hideout in Casoon town in Davao del Norte. 


Omboy admitted to investigators that the NPA extortion, using rebels in military 
uniform, has been going on for more than a year now. 


The rebel collectors, popularly known as “night stalkers," have been active in 
the towns of Maco, Mabini and adjoining communities in Davao provinces," 


Omboy said. 


A detailed report on the NPA extortion activity was received yesterday by Gen. 
Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, from Region II command. 


Ver said this new development will clear the military of charges that its men- 
bers were behind the “taxation by terror." Ver lamented that the military had 
been helpless in disproving the complaints of Davao residents. 


He said Omboy's confession provided the military with the first concrete 
evidence that the NPA was behind the so-called “operation toktok gang." 


Ver instructed military civil relations officers throughout the country to 
give Omboy's testimony the widest publicity possible. 


He recalled that many misinformed Davao residents had been wanting the pull- 
out of all military and police units in their area “because of the NPA‘s clever 
scheme." A record book found during the raid on Omboy's hideout described how 
“operation toktok gang” was conceived and how it would operate. 
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PHILIPPINES 


STUDENT RALLY CANCELLED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 18 Mar 83 pp 1, 14 


[Text] The projected mass action which was supposed to be held yesterday 
afternoon was indefinitely cancelled about the organizing group of students 
received information that some sectors have planned to field infiltrators 


to sabotage the march rally. 


This was relayed to VISAYAN HERALD yesterday by a spokesman for the group 
calling itself the Anti-Fascist Alliance of Students (AFAST). 


Dainty Gabia of the University of San Carlos said the cancellation of the 
protest march rally was made by the ad hoc committee of the alliance. 


The committee, Gabia said, met early yesterday afternoon to thresh out the 
matter. 


Gabia said the move is aimed at preventing any untoward incident during the 
march because of the presence of saboteurs. 


The march rally could have started at about 2 o'clock in the afternoon 
yesterday passing by San Carlos University and the University of the 
Visayas to get more student sympathizers to join the demonstration. 


It was in Southwestern University (SWU) where one muslim student, Bashier 
Majid, was gunned down a week ago. 


That shooting incident has precipitated the current wave of student unrest. 


In Zamboanga City, it was learned that a huge demonstration was held con- 
demning the killing of Majid. Both the christian and the muslim communi- 
ties were said to have joined the indignation rally there. 


CSO: 4200/524 


120 














PHILIPPINES 


DEATH THREATS REPORTED IN CAMPUS DISTURBANCE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 19 Mar 83 p 4 


[Article by Danny M. Gonzales] 


[Excerpt] The SWU case is far from over. Those identified with the school 
claim to have received death threats. On the other hand, the students also 
claim the same. In fact, some 60 students have sought refuge in the head- 
quarters of a political party. For they're afraid something would happea 
to them. They say that some strange people are inquiring about their 
whereabouts. So, they're staying as one. 


The Thing To Do 


In light of what's happening, both sides should not take chances. Any hot- 
headed individual could decide anytime to take the law into his hand. This 
would mean another killing. The unnecessary loss of life. And this would 
be tragic. For right now, the school administrators, the students, the 
MECS officials, and impartial well meaning people are trying to resolve the 
case. We can only hope they will succeed in bringing peace between the 
conflicting groups soonest. Soon enough before one or more lives get 
snuffed out. 


Davao Situation 


We're lucky in Cebu. Things are still relatively safe for the plain citi- 
zens. It's not so in Davao. Even in the city itself. Al Alinsug and I 
were talking to a Davao newsman the other day. The latter was serious 
about his personal report to us: at least one killing is recorded daily in 
Davao. Even the mediamen themselves are getting wary. They don't go just 
to any joint for relaxation at night. They themselves are not sure about 
their own safety. 
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PHILIPPINES 


STUDENT ACTIVISTS SEEK PDP-LABAN SHELTER 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 21 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Leo D. Fabular] 


[Text] "The Pilipino Democratic Party-Lakas ng Bayan (PDP-LABAN) did not 
encourage us to stay at its headquarters due to political reasons. We 
asked for it for our own protection.” 


Thus declared Aminkadra Majid, spokesman of some 60 students (mostly 
muslims) now temporarily housed at the PDP-LABAN headquarters here. 


Majid said, their decision to stay at the PDP-LABAN headquarters was 
unanimous. "We have seen the sincerity of the members of the party in 
their support for which we are fighting for and are willing to die," he 
claimed. 


"We don't believe that politics is behind all these supports we get from 
them,” he pointed out. 


The students came out with the statement after some quarters insinuated 
that politics is behind PDP's support on the SWU students who vowed to 
continue a sustained action until justice is attained for the death of 
Bashier Majid and their demands are met. 


Bashier, a medical technology student was killed allegedly by a security 
man in the height of a boycott-protest action being staged at the South- 
western University premises some two weeks ago. 


Because of the protesting students’ desire to continue a sustained action 
against SWU, these students decided to stay in Cebu instead of going home 
into their respective provinces in Mindanao. 


Due to the threats they received, the group of students decided to bind 
themselves together and stay in one place for their own protection. 


There was no other group with whom the students can get support at the 
time except the PDP-LABAN who was with them from the very start of their 


struggle. 
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“Where were they when we needed their help?" A student commented referring 
to other political groups and government agencies. “Where was Dr. Tiro when 
we came to see him? He was most of the time out of his office or was he 
hiding from us? Where were the military authorities at the time when 
Bashier Majid was killed?" the students asked. 


“Were they in our midst? The answer is no--only the PDP-LABAN was there-- 
to help, to sympathize and to grieve with us," the student pointed out. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MAYOR CLAIMS MARINES USED POLITICALLY 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Eleodoro Mongaya] 


[Text] Cagayan de Oro City Mayor Aquilino Pimentel Jr. yesterday said the 
military action in Mindanao is a preparation to condition the minds of the 
people in the face of the forthcoming Batasan elections. 


Mayor Pimentel said the presence of the Philippine Marine battalions in 
Mindanao has injected fear among the barangay folks as "it is viewed as an 
expression of aggressive policy reminiscent of the early stage of martial 
law in i972." 


Interviewed by the VISAYAN HERALD at the residence of former Cebu Congress- 
man Antonio Cuenco, Mayor Pimentel said “the military forces which are 
fully equipped with tanks, heavy weapons and helicopters will only aggra- 
vate the abnormal peace and order condition in the area." 


Economic prosperity will have to be met to achieve peace, he pointed out. 
The government can do this considerably through the dispersal of agricul- 


tural opportunities. 


What Mindanao needs, Pimentel further stressed, “is to insure social reforms 
and a better administration of justice to the great mass of our populace." 


Mindanao is rich in natural resources and should be fully developed with 
local hands. The poor people in the rural areas do not need dole-outs from 
the government, they need jobs that will restore their self respect and 
improve their economic conditions, he said. 


In his view, the presence of the military forces will be to the advantage 
of the ruling administration (KBL) party which has started mobilizing its 
political machinery in preparation for the next elections. 


Pimentel reiterated his call for a clean and honest elections which repre- 
sents a society of freemen as he denounced the administration as resorting 
to repression which is not suited to the national character and tradition 


of our people. 
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During his brief stay in Cebu city, Pimentel conferred with student leader 
Amil Majid, brother of slain Med-tech student Bashier of Southwestern 
University. He arrived here from Manila after attending a top level con- 
ference of opposition leaders over the weekend. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINISTRY RACES DEADLINE ON LAND TITLES 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 83 pp l, 2 


{Text} That all lands must be covered by title under the free patent law 
by 1987 calls for faster work by the bureau of lands ministry. 


PD 1073 provides that all disposable lands which are only covered by a tax 
declaration which shows possession of these lands will no longer be avail- 
able for private ownership when the deadline set in the provisions of the 
decree on Dec. 31, 1987 lapses. 


This was learned by VISAYAN HERALD from Asst. Director Ben M. Gonzales of 
the bureau of lands in Region 7. 


That is why the bureau of lands office here is losing no time in imple- 
menting the free patent decree so it can meet the deadline. 


According to Gonzales, there are now seven towns where 40 module projects 
are being undertaken. The modules are in 7 towns namely Alegria, 
Alcantara, Alcoy, Pinamungahan, Sogod, and Santander (in Cebu) and one in 
the town of Candihay, province of Bohol. 


An appropriation of 1.8 million pesos is set aside for the module projects. 


As to whether the cadastral survey of these lands can be finished on the 
deadline set by PD 1073 is however held in ayubt. This was expressed by 
the chief of the special projects division, Engr. Jose de la Rosa. 


Up to the survey, de la Rosa revealed, about 65 percent of the job is 
accomplished and 15 percent is titling. Ordinarily it takes 30 days after 
survey for a lot to be processed, including posting which is mandatory, 
investigation in field and office work. 


Since the completion of the survey is dependent on fund allotments, it is 
the view of the lands authorities that the whole job of finishing the 
survey of all unsurveyed lands is doubtful. 

"We are very pessimistic,” Gonzales said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS U.S. SECURITY INTERESTS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 83 p 4 


{Article by Danny M. Gonzales] 


[Text] At 3 p.m. today, an expert will lecture on U.S. security interests 
in East Asia and the Pacific. I refer to Mr. Stefan A. Halper. He is 
deputy director of the Bureau of Politics-Military Affairs, Department of 
State in Washington D.C. He will give his lecture at the Lincoln Center 
Auditorium at the SSS bldg. on Osmena blvd. 


Competent 


Those who have read the press releases about Mr. Halper, I'm sure, can't 
help but agree--judging from his credentials--that he's competent to 
handle the subject matter. And both the CTMA and the USIS, co-sponsors of 
the affair, did right in inviting him. For there's a need for someone to 
discuss what really are the U.S. interests in our area. 


U.S. Bases 


Mr. Halper can expect a lot of questions from his aggressive Cebuano 
audience this afternoon. And, inevitably, several questions will be asked 
about the U.S. military bases in the Philippines. This is especially so 
that there is now an organized group, the anti-U.S. bases Coalition, work- 
ing for the removal of said bases. 


Economic Policy 


Then, there's also the question involving U.S. economic policy as it 
relates to its security interests in the area. What is the U.S. posture 
on this? Is it one that calls for the wielding of a strong economic 
influence in the name of security--even if it's to the prejudice of the 
Asiari or Pacific nation concerned? 


Kind of Leader 


How about its policy on the kind of leader it is dealing with? Is American 
security the be-all and end-all in considering its rapport or support of 
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leaders? Must America not also look into the sentiment of a nation--even if 
the leader of said nation is almost subservient to the U.S.? 


A Turn-About 


On the other hand, if the continued rule of a leader somewhere in East Asia 
region threatens the security of the U.S., will the latter not hesitate to 
make a turn-about? And in so doing, will the U.S. work--at the risk of 

being accused of intervention and all that jazz--to depose such ineffective 


leader? 


Revealing 


This afternoon's lecture of Mr. Halper could prove very revealing. That 
is, if his audience is incisive and analytical enough to provoke or 
encourage him to open up. The Philippines is now in turmoil. In some 
areas, violence has erupted. Is the U.S. concerned with what's happening? 
It should be. And, although Mr. Halper's trip and lecture happen to be 
coincidental, the disturbing thought remains: What is America up to? This 
--and more--Mr. Halper will answer. Once more, Mr. Lane Cubstead of the 
USIS is providing the Cebuanos an opportunity to hear a knowledgeable and 
interesting speaker. In being able to appreciate America's idea of pro- 
tecting her own security, we may be able to evolve an idea how to protect 


our own. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SEVEN SOUTH LUZON NPA LEADERS CAUCHT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Article by: Owen V. Masaganda] 


[Text] Lucena City, March 18--Constabulary regional authorities announced today 
the capture of seven top-echelon members of the New People's Army (NPA) in 
Southern Tagalog and Bicol. 


Among those arrested were Vicente Ladlad, secretary general of the NPA's 
Southern Luzon Commission and chairman of the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) committee for Southern Tagalog; and Germiniano Gualberto, Jr., secretary 
general for the NPA‘'s Southern Tagalog border. 


Ladlad carried a price of #70,000 for his capture while Gualberto had an ®80,000 
price. 


Also taken were Isabelita Sobillo, the commission's communications and tactical 
support committee chief, and Victorino Ujano, Maria Salome Crisostomo, and 
Ronaldo de Luna, commission members. 


The identity of the seventh suspect, a woman, was withheld. She is now under- 
going interrogation. 


The NPA leaders were captured in Metro Manila and in Calauag, Quezon, by PC 
Region IV intelligence opératives under Col. Antonio A. Sierra. 


“Hindi naman nila ako kilala at natiyempuhanlamang kami (They didn't know us. 
It was just a coincidence),"” Ladlad and Gualberto told this correspondent. 


They said they usually travel from Manila to the NPA's Quezon-Bicol Zone (QBZ) 
by train or bus. 


Taken from the suspects were two pistols, ammunition, and anti-government 
propaganda materials, including books such as “Struggle for National Democracy” 
by Jose Ma. Sison and "Maikling Kurso sa Lipunan at Rebolusang Pilipino.” 


Gualberto and Ladlad, who had been in hiding since 1972, said their group was 
being financed by businessmen and logging firms operating in Bicol, coconut 
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producers, and barriofolk. 


Military reports said Ladlad's group has about 800 members, including various 
CPP branches, and a combat force of some 200 men. 


Brig. Gen Andres B. Ramos, regional commander, said the suspects were charged 
with subversion before the provincial fiscal’s office. Their arrest was carried 
on the basis of presidential commitment orders (PC0Os), he said. 


They are now detained at Camp Nakar. 


The New People’s Army has trained and fielded some 1,500 attractive women for 
liquidation missions, military intelligence sources said yesterday. 


The plan, they said, was firmed up in a meeting several months ago between 
leaders of the NPA and the Moro National Liberation Front in Upper Laguilayan, 


Sultan Kudarat. 


"Kumander" Frank Mamya of Zone two, Kutawato Revolutionary command (MNLF), and 
other MNLF commanders of the Northern Cotabato Revolutionary command attended 


the meeting. 


The sources said the NPA women were trained as hospitality girls in disco pubs 
and massage clinics and directed to liquidate military officers and government 


officials frequenting these places. 
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PHILIPPINES 


LIBERTIES UNION RESOLUTION ON STUDENT'S DEATH 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 83 p 4 


{Text ] Resolution No. 1 
Series of 1983 


Whereas, during the past few days, the students of Southwestern University, 
Cebu City have engaged in legitimate mass actions to dramatize their lawful 
demands for the restoration of genuine student governments and independent 
campus publications; the rollback of tuition fees to reasonable levels; and 


the restoration of academic freedom; 


Whereas, in the course of such lawful student demonstrations, Basier Majid, 
a student of the Southwestern University, was brutally murdered on March 10, 
1983 inside the Southwestern University campus by hired security men of the 
said university; 


Whereas, the murder of Basier Majid is a tragic climax of the university 
administration's stubborn refusal to heed the lawful demands of students in 
a systematic effort to silence our students in their resolute struggle to 
put an end to a commercialized, oppressive, and colonial educational system 
that has dehumanized and degraded the students’ freedom, rights, and crea- 


tive energy; 


Whereas, the fight for academic freedom should be waged not only by students 
but also by all sectors of society to attain a truly just and human society; 


Now, therefore, on mass motion of the Free Legal Assistance Group (FLAG) 
Region VII, be it resolved as it is hereby resolved to condemn the brutal 
and senseless killing of Basier Majid and to demand for the immediate prose- 
cution of the killers and give justice to the family of the victin. 


March 13, 1983. 
FLAG Region VII 


Free Legal Assistance Group 
Civil Liberties Union of the Philippines 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINISTRY FINDS 2.5 MILLION TO BE ILLITERATE 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 83 pp 5, 8 
{Article by Bernabe B. Paguio] 


[Text] Manila (DEPTHnews)--There are an estimated 800 million illiterate 
people in the world today, and 1.2 million of them are Filipinos. 


Aside from the 1.2 million, the education ministry also counts 1.3 million 
other Filipinos as “barely able to read and write." They dropped out of the 
formal school system early and have forgotten what they learned. 


In effect, adds the ministry, there are 2.5 million Filipinos in need of 
help to become literate. 


The number is still lower than that in many other developing Asian coun- 
tries but it is reason enough for the education ministry to step up this 
year its campaign to assist such deprived Filipinos to become functionally 
literate or to have an ability to comprehend. 


The ministry's literacy drive this year is part of a worldwide effort being 
waged by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) which reported that 
the majority of the illiterate live in the developing countries. 


UNDP surveys found that up to four-fifths of school-age children in several 
developing nations do not receive any formal education and that in the 
Third World, the drop-out rate in the elementary level of schooling goes as 
high as 50 percent. 


Studies conducted by the ministry show that the illiterate and semi-literate 
come from the most poverty stricken segment of the national society. 


"The map of illiteracy, in fact, coincides almost exactly with the map of 
poverty,” according to the UNDP economic and social information division. 


Illiteracy has beer  § d for much of the woes in developing countries. 
For instance, UNDP traces pressing economic problems, such as low produc- 
tivity, high unemployment, insufficient food production and distressing 
health conditions to illiteracy. 
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The UNDP global effort against illiteracy is part of the implementation of 
the international development strategy mandated by the third UN Development 


Decade program. 


The strategy calls for the provision of “universal education on the broadest 
scale...and the closest possible realization of universal primary enrolment 
by the year 2000." 


Literacy drive of UNDP seeks democratization of education, modernization of 
education in respect to cultural identity, and adaptation of education to 
the demands of productive work and daily life. 


Those three points make up the pillars of the anti-illiteracy drive of the 
Philippine education ministry. Focus of the campaign is on Mindanao and 
the Southern Tagalog region, the areas pinpointed as having the most nunm- 
ber of illiterates. 


The Ministry counts illiterates in Western Mindanao at 181,288; Central 
Mindanao, 140,790, and Southern Tagalog, 138,057. 
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PHILIPPINES 


LABOR LEADER DISCUSSES NATIONAL ILLS 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 16 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 
[Article by Al Alinsug] 


[Text] A national labor leader has made a wide-ranging discussion of the 
ills and problems that presently beset the government and the Filipino 


people. 


Secretary-general Ernesto Herrera of the Trade Union Congress of the 
Philippines (TUCP) expressed critical evaluation of the state of the coun- 
try during the Karambola program on DYLA radio hosted by Lawyer Migs 
Enriquez last Monday night. 


Herrera's assessment of the country’s crisis involves the economic, labor 
and socio-political areas. 


The TUCP leader debunked administration claims that unemployment has 
decreased. Herrera said there are now 27,000 jobless persons in the coun- 
try in addition to about more than half a million new entrants to the 


labor force every year. 


The government must generate 600,000 job opportunities every year in order 
to accommodate those who need work yearly. These are additional workers 
who need jobs every year, Herrera said. With the present dislocation of 
the economies of Arab countries as a result of the oil glut, the export 

of manpower to these countries diminish. It is true, Herrera pointed out, 
that hotels and factories still need workers but government infrastructures 
of Arab states have been substantially affected by the decrease in oil 
price. That these workers in the Arab states will be dislocated when they 
return to the Philippines upon the expiration of their contracts was 
explained by Herrera. 


The TUCP leader also made potshots at what he called crony capitalism as 
having destroyed the opportunities of other business. When these cronies 
were given favors to borrow, other businessmen were prejudiced. Herrera 
pointed out that these crony capitalists went bankrupt. He singled out 
Dewey Dee's conglomerate business, the CDCP and others that siphoned the 
capital from banks and later got bankrupt. The result is that the govern- 
ment was left holding the bag. 
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With giant corporations that were bailed out now in government hands, 
government is already competing with private sector. Herrera remarked that 
if the economy of the nation is to develop it has to be left to the private 
sector. What's happening now is that big investments is in government hands, 
Herrera stressed. 


On the income of the citizenry, Herrera deplored the very low income of the 
people. Our average income in Region 7, he said, is only P250 a month. It 
is even lower in the rural areas. 


On the level of our workers, Herrera gave the example of the lawyer in 1982 
who was employed as a seaman in a Japanese vessel. Herrera also pointed 

to the 25,000 Filipinos working as domestic help in Rome and Hongkong. 
Imagine, Herrera said, a medical technology graduate working as a servant. 
This is the state of our hardships--we find Filipinos working any job even 
if they are ridiculously over-qualified. 


On investments, Herrera advised government to give preference to Filipino 
investors than foreigners like multi nationals. His reason is that 
foreigners only have eyes for pure profit whereas Filipinos have love of 
country and a sense of patriotism. Herrera gave emphasis to dire conse- 
quences of this setup. Herrera also lamented on over-spending in infra- 
structure since it is the political point of view and not economic that 
is considered. So many investments that ate up capital like Free Trade 
Zone, geothermal plant, San Juanico bridge that will take very long for 
capital investments to recover. 


Herrera also touched on graft and corruption in government which amounts to 
P10-billion yearly. Corruption and graft is already all over, the TUCP 
leader observed. There's corruption everywhere: in public, private life 
and in all levels, including the masses. 


What is needed, Herrera said, is good example by leaders. 


We don't need the kind of leaders we have now, Herrera told his listeners. 

We need leaders who are honest and candid and who can present new approaches, 
Herrera opined. Herrera stressed that the brand of central leadership must 
be sincere and truthful. 


Only this type of leadership can properly harness the strength and man- 
power and the potential of our people, Herrera concluded. 


CSO: 4200/523 


135 





PHILIPPINES 


JAPAN GRANTS Y2.1 BILLION FOR FOOD PRODUCTION 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 30 


[Text] A ¥2.1 billion, or some US$9 million, grant was extended to the 
Philippines by the Japanese government to boost food production and rice pro- 
cessing in the country. 


The Sixth Increased Food-Production Grant brings the total amount of the grant 

since 1977 to ¥11.2 billion, equivalent to some US$47.9 million, and which 

will be utilized by the National Food and Agriculture Council (NFAC), Nation- 

al Food Authority (NFA) and the National Irrigation Administra (NIA). - 


Foreign Minister Carlos P. Romulo and Japanese Ambassador to the Philippines 
Yoshio Okawa signed the notes on the grant recently. 


The NFAC will get ¥1.4 billion (US$6 million) from the loan to purchase fertili- 
zer and pesticides that will be resold to farmers at concessional terms through 
the RP-Japan Food Production Program. 


The NFA and NIA will administer the ¥700 million (US$3.0 million) rice-process- 
ing grant to procure milling plants, vehicles, laboratory, and field equipment 
under the Post-Harvest Facilities Program. 


"I am impressed by the remarkable achievements of agriculture in your country,” 
Ambassador Okawa said in citing the growth rate of 4.9% of agricultural produc- 
tion in the Philippines, considered as one of the highest in the world. 


Ambassador Okawa attributed the growth of the country's agricultural production 
to the successful implementation of the government's Masagana 99 and Agrarian 
Reform Programs. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NEW COUNTER-INSURGENCY PLAN REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 15 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] The armed forces will launch "Oplan Katatagan," a new "total concept” 
strategy against insurgency, in Mindanao. 


A brainchild of Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, Oplan Katatagan utilizes 
civil relations, military intelligence, and tactical operations to neutralize 
insurgency and its political base in the countryside. 


Ver directed Brig. Gen. Pacifico de Leon, the new chief of the AFP Civil 
Relations Service, to go to Mindanao to coordinate with local officials on the 
implementation of Katatagan. 


This will »e the first official mission of De Leon to Mindanao since he was re- 
called to ictive duty last March 8 by President Marcos. 


The AFP chief said Oplan Katatagan will rely more on civil relations than the 
other two strategies. 


He said provincial and town officials will play a crucial role in the counter- 
insurgency effort since they are responsible for the initiation of pelitical, 
economic, and social activities in their respective localities. 


He expressed confidence that government authority will be restored in rebel- 
affected areas by providing security, strengthening of government infrastruc- 
ture at the grassroot level and simultaneous socio-economic development, Ver 
said. 


He said civil relations will be intensified through: 


1. Utilization of all PC provincial commands and AFP infantry battalions face- 
to-face communications with the people in the rural areas. 


2. Exploitation of the national and livelihood movement like the Kilusang 
Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran (KKK) program as an instrument for the well-being of the 


people. 


3. Development of the individual soldier as an effective liaison element for 
the government. This means proper troop behavior and decorum will receive more 
emphasis in the AFP civil relations progran. 


137 
CSO: 4200/469 


A a a 














PHILIPPINES 


MILITARY CONFISCATES GUNS; MNLF PLOT REVEALED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 13 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text] Zamboanga City, March 12--Military agents confiscated Friday 15 fire- 
arms during a search operation in barangay Sta. Cruz, in the city proper. 


The search operation was ordered by Southern Command Chief Maj. Gen. Delfin 
Castro in connection with the terror plot of the Moro National Liberation 
Front uncovered by the military recently. 


Confiscated were five armalite rifles three carbines, three revolvers, two 
shotguns and two .22 cal. rifles. 


The agents, led by Zamboanga City internal defense chief Col. Servando Lara, 
also seized 1,470 rounds of assorted ammunitions. All the confiscated firearms 
were found to have been illegally acquired by the owners. 


Castro said search operation will continue on suspected rebel lairs in the city 
to prevent the terror plot which, according to the military, may be carried out 
by the Muslim rebels middle of this month. 


Last week, military intelligence agents arrested Mujibun Handa, a suspected 
rebel saboteur who revealed the MNLF's scheme of sowing terror in Zamboanga 
City, Jolo and Metro Manila. 


Southcom intelligence chief Col. Rolando de Guzman said there are nine rebel 
saboteurs who are at large. 


Handa told military investigators that he is a member of a 10-man commando 
ordered by MNLF chairman Nur Misuari to sabotage vital installation, including 
the electric, water and telephone systems in the city. 


The scheme, according to Handa, is to purchase vehicles, load them with ex- 
plosives and park them in nearby installations. 


The vital installations in Zamboanga are at present being guarded by army 
troops. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST ON CHURCH-SITE DIALOGUE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Mar 83 p 6 


[Article by: Melinda Q. de Jesus] 


[Text] It was perhaps the prospect of dialogue or confrontation which brought 
together Jaime L. Cardinal Sin, Prime Minister Cesar E. Virata, and the men- 
bers of the Bishops--Businessman's Conference for their closing general assem- 
bly. Buc the Cardinal preferred to call it a "conspiracy." 


He was quick to add however that the original Latin sense of the word means 
“breathing together" toward unity in thought and action. And on the occasion 
“the Great Conspiracy was to create a consensus towards the building of a 
political society that is just, free, civil, peaceful and united." 


The Cardinal's address is easily the most memorable that has been delivered 
on the thorny subject of Church-State relations in the Philippines. His 
analysis of the triadic connection of Church--State--ana People draws from the 
rich resources of Christian thought and ranges through the breadth of Church 


history. 


The historical parallels that have driven the Church underground--in the cata- 
combs, the concentration camps and the gulag--dramatize the option consistently 
taken by the Church to be one with the persecuted and the oppressed. 


"The evangelical alignment of the Church with the People might be misconstrued 
as an undermining of the authority of the State to govern. On the contrary. 
The Church is for a State that is able to exercise its legitimate authority 
effectively. The Church believes that integral human development requires a 
political order that can guarantee stability, security and freedom to its 
citizenry. Hers is a tradition of order and rationality in civic affairs; not 
of chaos or anarchy. The value of the Church invests in helping to build a 
mature political order is as the value of a mother puts into the house that 
shelters her children from storms." 


His discussion centers on the need for a mature political order, characterized 
by four elements. 
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First, the recognition that “every citizen has a sacredness of personal digni- 
ty which commands the respect of society in all its laws and institutions.” 
That sacredness emanates from man’s moral status as a child of God, one that 
should protect him from illegal encroachments by the State, deprivation of life, 
liberty and property without due process of law. 


Second, the capacity to foster the autonomous and complimentary existence of 
different groups, thereby promoting pluralism which is basic to a genuine polit- 
ical society and tolerating dissent, elevating and drawing such into the polit- 
ical process of conciliation. 


Third, the promotion of social justice in the political sphere, in its secular 
and spiritual dimension. 


Fourth, the respect for truth that allows access to information, enabling citi- 
zens to judge for themselves the validity of government decisions, policies 


and actions. 


The question he asks is one that needs to be contemplated by individuals and 
by the community at large: “Are these characteristics to be discovered in our 


present state?” 
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PHILIPPINES 


CARDINAL SIN'S PROPOSED CHURCH-STATE COUNCIL VIEWED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 14 Mar 83 p 4 
[Editorial: "Sin's Proposal to Promote Nat'l Unity"] 


[Text] Cardinal Sin's proposal to organize a presidential advisory council as 
a forum for economic, social and political issues to promote national reconcil- 
iation is, on the surface, a laudable one. But let us give it another thought. 


As envisioned by the cardinal, the advisory council will be headed by Prime 
Minister Cesar E.A. Virate, and composed of the representatives of the govern- 
ment, the Church, the opposition and the private business sector. 


Because it suggests the establishment of a top-level council where different 
views and interests can be discussed, with national unity as its primordial 
goal, the council could be an effective venue to view national problems. 


However, the council should also, in addition to members already proposed from 
the government, Church, opposition and business sector, include other sectoral 
members from, for instance, labor and consumers. 


What should be guarded against would be the efforts of self-seeking persons to 
transform the council from becoming a forum for demagogues and political 
prowlers. It cannot be denied that there will be some who will resort to the 
histrionics of petty politics, encouraged by prospects of publicity, to stamp 
their views with the authority and prestige of such a council. 


Again, who will make up the proposed council? This question alone will gener- 
ate a lot of discussion. Because he is, as always, a civil and courteous man, 
Mr. Virata limited himself to merely saying that the idea of a council would 
be seriously studied. Even as he sat at the conference table, he already had 
an idea of the problems such a council would spawn. 
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COLUMNIST: WHY PRIESTS FAVOR OPPOSITION 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 19/20 Mar 83 p 4 


[Article by Danny M. Gonzales} 


{Text} In a democratic country or one whose rulers claim it to be so, the 
existence of an opposition is vital. For the essence of democracy is 
dissent. Total agreement in a governmental setup is scandalous as it is 
suspect. It means there is control. The unquestioned agreement is 
unnatural--even abnormal. For people cannot be one in mind. Difference of 
opinion is normal. It is what should exist in a democracy. 


Opposition's Role 


So, there must be an opposition. Without it, we have no democracy. fFor an 
opposition is part and parcel of the system. And its role is that of a 
fiscalizer. 


Priests’ Orientation 


Now, why are many of our Catholic priests having a common cause with the 
opposition? Why, in fact, are some of them even going beyond mere polit- 
ical dissent? Why are some up there in the mountains, even subscribing 

to the proposition that violence is the answer? One priest we talked to 
had a ready answer. At least, as to why priests are natural allies of the 
opposition--not necessarily the revolutionists. The reason, he said, is 
that priests are oriented on the values of fairness and justice. 


Long Training 


He noted that priests are trained quite long--12 years, to be specific--on 
what is right and wrong. He even used the word "brainwashed" in reference 
to their orientation on the values of fairness and freedom. That's why 
priests are always on the side of the oppressed and of those whom the 


ruling groups have put one over. 


The Implications 


His explanation was both clear and enlightening. Indeed, one trained and 
imbued with the sense of justice and fairness would go for people who 
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espouse both. However, there were implications in what he tried to convey. 
The opposition, like the priests, is for fairness and justice. Ergo, there 
are injustices all over the country. And these are perpetrated by people 
in power. 


An Indictment 


The priest's justification, if it may be considered as one, is not merely 
an explanation why many priests are for the opposition. It is also an 
indictment. An indirect commentary on how the powerful people have taken 
fairness and justice lightly--even making a mockery of both through 
blatant disregard and unmitigated, even shameless, desecration of these 
human virtues. An act that is also an assault on human dignity. For it is 
in the nature of normal human beings to be fair, to be just. What some 
people in power have done is erode humanity by twisting normal values. 

So, can we blame priests if they become allies of the opposition? 


CSO: 4200/524 


143 





PHILIPPINES 


BISHOPS RAP PEREZ REMARKS ABOUT CHURCH 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The Catholic Bishops Conference of the Philippines yesterday 
branded as "malicious, irresponsible and sweeping" the statements made by 
Political Affairs Minister Leonardo B. Perez accusing Mindanao priests of 
colluding with rebels to sow chaos. 


Msgr. Antonio Ll. Mabutas, CBCP’s president and archbishop of Davao, said 
the statements attributed to Perez “are raising again the spectre of 
government persecution of the Church which President Marcos himself had 


already publicly denied.” 


In his statement, Perez had charged that virtually the entire Catholic 
clergy in Mindanao has been aiding Communist rebels in perpetrating 
"bloody and violent attacks, ambushes, pillage, arson and even rape." 


Perez was quoted in the report as saying that intelligence reports coming 
from Mindanao indicated that “almost all the clergy in the area were not 
only sympathizing but actually working hand in hand with the subversives." 


"Perhaps the good minister did not realize that such irresponsible state- 
ments, coming from such an important government official as he is, is 
rendering a notable service to the cause of violence in Mindanao," Mabutas 


said. 


He said Perez should come out with the truth supported by facts, not based 
on accusations hidden under vague generalization, “especially on a matter 
which the CBCP has utterly rejected in their pastoral letter of Feb. 20." 


Mabutas said the Church is for a “sincere dialogue for justice and peace,” 
and would not want to engage itself "in preposterous and malicious falsifi- 
cation of the truth." 
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PHILIPPINES 


VIRATA ENDORSES CHURCH-STATE COUNCIL 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 13 “ar 83 pp 1, 6 


{Article by: Corazon Fiel] 


[Text] Church and State agreed yesterday to look into the possibility of form- 
ing a presidential advisory council to promote national reconciliation. 


Jaime Cardinal Sin made the proposal during the closing ceremonies of the 
Bishops-Businessmen's Conference for Human Development held at the arch- 
bishop's villa on Shaw blvd., Mandaluyong. 


Prime Minister Cesar E.A. Virata endorsed the cardinal's proposal. "It will 
be seriously considered and further discussed for the sake of national unity,” 
he said. 


The cardinal's suggestion was interpreted by observers as the Church's official 
response to the President's call for a Church-State dialogue. 


The advisory council, as envisioned by the cardinal, will be led by Prime 
Minister Virata, with members drawn from the government and the Church, as 
well as members of the opposition and the private sector. 


The council, said Cardinal Sin, will invite suggestions from the people on a 
broad range of subjects. It will discuss these, then refine or discard then, 
before a consensus is presented to President Marcos for implementation. 


Unless there is a “conspiracy” or a concerted effort towards unity, said Car- 
dinal Sin, national reconciliation in the face of so much disorder and unrest 
in society, would remain just “wishful thinking.” 


During the two-day BBC Conference, more than 150 churchmen and business leaders 
discussed controversial political, economic, and social issues--ranging from 
poverty, unemployment, and military abuses to drug addiction and criminality-- 
with government and military officials attending the closed-door sessions. 


Prime Minister Virata cited the efforts of the government to improve its 
machinery. But he admitted that the government “does not have all the re- 
sources" to resolve the nation's problems, which "are really problems of 


growth and problems of history.” 
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The Church, he added, because of her strategic role as the moral sentinel of 
the people, could help instill virtues of honesty and decency; “and report 
government officials and personnel guilty of graft and corruption.” 


He urged the Church to actively participate in such government programs as 
population control, education, manpower training, and providing for the basic 
needs of the people who live in the rural areas. 


After his speech, the Prime Minister told newsmen, however, that he disagreed 
with Cardinal Sin's defense of churchmen who get involved in political affairs, 
“especially in areas where the government is unable to perform its duties.” 


"When members of the Church violate the laws and ordinances of the land, they 
should be treated as ordinary citizens." He pointed out that both the Church 
and the State have their respective “inadequacies.” 


"We should help each other,” he told reporters. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BANANA EXPORTERS ADOPT MARKET SHARING PLAN 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 14 Mar 83 pp 16, 14 


[Text] The country's major banana exporters have agreed to share the industry- 
imposed quota on banana shipments to Japan. 


Banana export shipments to that market will be controlled on a monthly basis. 


Japan buys 70 percent of total Philippine banana production of 80 to 85 million 
boxes. 


The exporters opted for a self-imposed export quota to protect the industry 
from disastrous competition within the industry and from foreign banana 


suppliers, like Taiwan. 


According to the exporters, who were earlier reported engaged in "“in-fighting"” 
for a bigger export share, the quota system will not apply on shipments to 
potential overseas markets, like the Middle East, South Korea, New Zealand, 
Russia, Europe, Australia, Okinawa and Hongkong. 


The agreed sharing of the export quota for Japan among the exporters is 27 per- 
cent for Tadecvo-United Brands; 27 percent for PPC-Del Monte; 27 percent for 
Stanfilco-Dole; 19 percent for Dahitri Group and a maximum of 550,000 boxes 


annually for Cadeco. 


Under the present industry set-up, multinationals buy their bananas from 
Filipino growers with whom they have production and technical agreements. 


Tagum Development Corp. (Tadeco) sells its bananas to United Brands while Davao 
Fruits, Hijo Plantation and Twin Rivers (Dahitri) have a marketing tie-up with 
Sumitomo Shojo Kaisha Ltd. and Fuji Fruits Co. Ltd. 


Cadeco and Calinan Fruits are small and independent growers that ship their 
bananas to Mitsui-Norim in Japan. 


Standard Fruits (Dole) is a large banana grower itself and has grower contracts 
with Checkered Farms, Golden Farms, Diamond Farms, Dapco and other smail grow- 
ers in General Santos City and Davao del Norte. 
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Del Monte (or PPC) does not grow bananas directly but it has contracts with the 
following Filipino corporations; Lapanday Agricultural Corp. and Guihing 
Agricultural Corp.; AMS Farming Corporation and Soriano Fruits Corporation; 
Mareman Estate Plantation and Nova Vista Management and Investment Corporation; 
Francisco S. Dizon and Sons, Inc.; Evergreen Farmers; Farmingtown Agri- 
Development Corp. and Delta Farms. 


Most of Del Monte's growers have been financed by commercial banks and their 
loans are guaranteed by Philippine Packing Corp. Contrary to some reports, PPC 
does not have a majority equity position in any of the banana corporations. 

It, however, holds 30 percent or less equity in Delta, Evergreen and Farming- 
town corporations. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FIBER EXPORTS INCREASED IN 1982 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 29 


{Text} While many industries have been pushed to the brink of financial collapse 
by the global recession, the abaca and other fibers industry posted a fine 
performance last year. 


The aggressive market strategies employed by European pulpers who were en- 
couraged by the prospect of economic recovery in many countries enabled the 
Philippines to increase its volume of fiber export in 1982, according to the 
fiber industry development authority (FIDA). 


Figures released by the FIDA showed that the volume of fiber exports increased 
from 269,032 bales in 1981 to 277,629 bales in 1982, up by three per cent. 


Abaca, which comprised the bulk of fiber exports, totalled 264,363 bales. Ramie 
came in second with 7,340 bales, salago 5,359 bales and maguey 565 bales. 


Virtually all fibers exported last year recorded increases with abaca posting 
1.3 per cent; ramie, .7 per cent; and maguey, 6.6 per cent. 


The slight increase in fiber exports was an indication that Philippine fibers, 
particularly abaca, were still in demand in the international markets. FIDA 
administrator Caesar Lanuza attributed this to the good quality of local fiber 
products. 


The major markets for Philippine fibers are the United Kingdom, United States, 
Japan, France, Germany and Korea. 


The United States absorbed the biggest chunk of the country's abaca shipments 
with a total importation of 107,760 bales. But this level of shipment is 13,192 
bales or 10.9 percent lower than the 1981 figure, possibly due to the relatively 
higher rates that deter paper manufacturers from holding bigger inventories, 
Lanuza said. 


On the other hand, European countries, particularly the United Kingdom and France, 
increased their purchases by 6.4 and 24.8 per cent, respectively. Japan's imports 


rose by 21 per cent. 
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Lanuza expressed optimism that 1983 will be a better year for the fiber in- 
dustry. 


He said many countries which are now on the road to economic recovery can in- 
crease their fiber purchases to fill the raw material requirements of their 
factories. 


One reason for the expected increase in the demand for abaca is the fact that 
this fiber has many other uses aside from its traditional use in the manufac- 
ture of rope. The fiber is now also used in making meat casings, tea bags and 
disposal diapers, among others. 


Because of its strength, the fiber is also processed into a special paper used 
for printing currency notes. 
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ASEAN COAL PROJECTS RECEIVE GRANT 


Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 26 Mar 83 p 10 


{Text } 


THE Asian Development Bank 
{ADB) has approved a grant to 
countries of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
seeking to reduce thei oil 
consumption through od-substitution 
and other measures 


_ The grant would also be used to 


en@fy opportunities for regional 
cooperation in energy. the bank said. 


The ASEAN member countries. 


In their vil-substitution plans. the 
ASEAN countnes have emphasized 
the role of coal as & accounts for 25 
percent of their energy resources. 
and is available in all of them except 


Singapore 
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PHILIPPINES 


DROUGHT LOWERS WATER LEVEL IN DAMS 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 19 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] An aerial survey by the Bulletin confirmed yesterday earlier reports 
that the water levels of the La Mesa dam in Novaliches, Quezon city; Angat 
dam in Bulacan, and Pantabangan dam in Nueva Ecija have considerably gone 


down because of the drought. 


From a PAF helicopter dispatched by Gen. Avelino America, commander of the 
505th wing command, one could clearly see how water at the three dams has re- 


ceded. 


Along the air route going to Pantabangan dam in Nueva Ecija, almost all the 
rivers which traverse Nueva Ecija and Bulacan have dried up. Most of the hills 


and mountains have become brown. 


Palay plantations have also dried up as seen from the air, except for a patch 
of green near Angat dam in Bulacan. 


The Pantabangan dam appeared to be the hardest hit by the drought. The water 
level has dipped from the normal 216 meters to 182 meters. 


As seen from the chopper piloted by Lt. Roland Hautea, the water at Pantagangan 
dam does not reach the dam's spillway level. 


According to the National Water Resources Council (NWRC), if the water in 
Pantabangan dam continues to recede, it may adversely affect the water supply 


in Metro Manila. 


Sources said that aircraft of the Philippine Airforce might be needed to carry 
out cloud seeding operations in the dry areas. 


Pantabangan dam irrigates about 100,000 hectares of ricelands in Central Luzon. 


The risk of sudden brownouts and drinking water supply shortages in Metro 
Manila in the next few months is remote despite the present low water level in 
the Angat reservoir in Bulacan from where the National Power Corp. (NPC) draws 


its power. 
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The NPC made this assurance yesterday following reports that the low water level 
in Angat and Pantabangan dams threaten the power service and water supply in 
Metro Manila. 


NPC President Gabriel Y. Itchon said the voluntary power load-shedding program 
of industrial firms which will start on Monday will improve the volume of water 
stored in the Angat reservoir. 


Itchon said this move will reduce the risk of sudden electricity service inter- 
cuptions which might affect industrial firms and other consumers from April to 


June this year. 


With the cooperation of consumers, electricity service in Luzon has been in- 
proved since June, 1982, Itchon said. 


The voluntary curtailment of power consumption by about 700 firms is expected 
to save an average of 600 megawatthours (MWHs) daily in power supply or an 
equivalent two hours of brownout per day in Metro Manila residence. 


The NPC said the water level in Angat early this month was about 10 cubic meters 
below the rule curve set by the National Water Resource Council (NWRC). Yes- 
terday, it was only about six cubic meters below the rule curve. 


Angat dam supplies the estimated 1.7 cubic meters per day water needs of Metro 
Manila. 
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PHILIPPINES 


DROUGHT THREATENS ELECTRIC SUPPLY 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 7 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Cagayan De Oro City--The National Power Corporation has announced that 
the water elevation of Lake Lanao is nearing its critical level because of 
drought and has warned that unless proper conservation measures are adopted, 
the two hydroeiwctric plants which draw water from the lake will have to be 
put off soon. 


NPC Mindanao Regional Manager Manuel L. Hamoy said during a press conference 
held in Cagayan de Oro that the lake's elevation is supposed to be 702 meters 
above sea level at this time of the year, but the long dry spell that hit 
Mindanao and the Visayas since four months ago has caused the water level to 
drop to 699.32 meters as of Feb. 26 and is continuing to go down at an alarm- 
ing rate of two centimeters a day. 


At the rate the water level is going down, Hamoy said, the lake will reach its 
critical level of 698.4 meters within 46 days. 


He said the NPC has decided to conserve the lake's water by reducing the in- 
take of the 180 megawatt Agus II hydro plant in Lanao del Sur and the 20 mega- 
watt Agus VI plant in Lanao del Norte. 


"We are operating only at 83 percent capacity," Hamoy said. 


Since the two hydroplants practically supply most of the requirements of 
Mindanao, power users will have to reduce their consumption by 17 percent. 


The conservation measures adopted by the NPC is aimed at stretching the capability 
of the Agus hydro plants up to the end of May, this year, when rainfall is ex- 
pected to come. 
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PHILIPPINES 


COLUMNIST VIEWS KBL PROVINCIAL STRUGGLE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 Mar 83 p 6 


[Article by: Jesus Bigornia] 


[Text] “Agsakbay ma~aros pay” is an old Ilocano saying which, roughly trans- 
lated, should read thus: “Though forewarned, one may still lose out in the 
shuffle.” Forewarned they face a no-holds-barred poll struggle in their 
opposition-dominated province next year. Kilusang Bagong Lipunan leaders in 
Batangas feel they are not sufficiently forearmed. To set the ruling party's 
house--left in shambles by a Nacionalista provincial victory in the last local 
elections--in order is a universally felt need. Attainment of this set goal 
calls for the early settlement of the KBL's provincial leadership contested 

hy Agriculture Minister Arturo Tanco and Deputy Foreign Minister Manuel 
Collantes. 


Invoking the powers of party provincial chairman, Minister Tanco has encoun- 
tered nothing but resistance to attempts to revamp the KBL's power structure 
in Batangas. On the other hand, sallies of the deputy foreign minister to 
rally local KBL leaders have been less than enthusiastic. Meantime, the pro- 
tagonists in the party intramurals are bending every politically-influential 
ear with their respective claims for recognition as “the” political leader of 
the ruling party in Batangas. 


To hear Manoling Collantes talk about his political rival, Minister Tanco is 

a “Johany-Come-Lately" that no full-blooded Batanguenos will follow. Minister 
Tanco, it is further claimed, has alienated most political leaders in Batangas 
by what is believed as persecution of Mayor Carlos Solis and Police Chief 
Ricardo Macala, both of Lipa city; Mayor Leonardo Mendoza of San Pascual; and 
Mayor Conrado Berberabe, of Batangas city. Attempts to remove the former 
mayors of Malvar and Matazs na Kahoy as party chairmen in their respective 
towns has heightened allegedly the alienation of party followers with the 
minister of agriculture. 


Deputy Minister Collantes likes to think that the election of a barangay cap- 
tain to the Batangas “Sangguniang Panglalawigan" (provincial board) was a test 
of political strength. In that contest, Minister Tanco's candidate, the then 
incumbent, lost out to Collantes’ man. It is the intention of the Collantes 
bloc to make it known to the president that the minister of agriculture has 
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no real political base in Batangas and should step down from the chairmanship 
of that province's KBL chapter. Minister Tanco, on the other hand, dismisses 
contrary claims as preposterous. As head of the Ministry of Agriculture, he 
can count on the support of thousands of agriculture extension workers dis- 
pensing patronage in a predominantly agricultural province. Just who will 
emerge victor in a probable showdown is any man's guess. 
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PHILIPPINES 


FOREIGN STUDENTS VIEWED AS INCOME SOURCE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 Mar 83 p 23 


[Text] The admission of more foreign students in Philippine schools will not 
displace any qualified Filipino student the same opportunity to higher educa- 


tion. 


This was revealed by Director Gregorio C. Evangelista of the MESC bureau of 
youth affairs, foreign students and foreign schools in a speech before the 
Philippine Association of Foreign Student Advisers held at the University of 


the Philippines, Diliman, yesterday. 


"There are now 5,000 foreign students in higher education in 220 private 
and government-owned schools and they are now ready to accommodate twice this 
number next June,” he said. 


According to Evangelista, a foreign student spends an average of $4,000 a year 
in the country and with the increase of enrollment, the country can easily 


generate $40 million every school year, he stressed. 


Evangelista said that in 1965, there were 15,000 foreign students here, but 
{in 1979, the MECS imposed a quota due to the limited absorptive capacity of 


Philippine schools then. 


He also said that the relaxation of the quota of foreign students will not 
apply to those applying to enter the school of medicine or dentistry to give 


more Filipinos to enter in these schools. 


Under the new quota system, the quota for non-immigrant foreign students shall 
not exceed ten percent (10%) of the total freshmen enrollment in each under- 
graduate degree course of each authorized school, he said. 


Among the speakers during the seminar were Director Edwin D. Bael, chief, MFA 
visa division; lawyer Jaime V. Hukom, chief, Regulatory Division, Commission 
on Immigration and Deportation; and lawyer Oscar E. Aquino of the Central 
Bank of the Philippines Foreign Exchange Department. 


Dr. Beulah D. Nuval, director of International Students Program of the Univer- 
sity of the Philippines was the presiding officer. 
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PHILIPPINES 


NPA'S BALWEG DIALOGUE OFFER REPORTED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 Mar 83 p 40 
[Article by: I. Chammag] 


[Text] Baguio City, March 19--Rebel priest Fr. Conrado Balweg who was report- 
edly sick in his mountain hideout has intimated that he is willing to “dia- 
logue" with the military for the sake of peace. 


This was learned in a letter from Balweg to Brig. Gen. Victorino Azada, Ilocos 
regional commander, which was coursed through the editors of GOLD ORE news- 
paper and this news correspondent. 


Balweg said that he is willing to dialog through the pages of the GOLD ORE with 
the participation of the people. 


The GOLD ORE is a weekly newspaper circulated here and in the Mountain Pro- 
vinces including the Ilocos provinces. 


The letter, dated March 15, 1983, and typewritten single space in a two-page 
long bond paper, was in answer to a news article of GOLD ORE in its issue on 
Feb. 3, 1983 where Azada was quoted to have reiterated his sincerity for Fr. 
Balweg to come down for a dialog instead of engaging in useless bloody con- 

frontations. 


In the same letter, Fr. Balweg traced the history of his joining the New 
People's Army. 


He said that he joined the NPA after every peaceful means of fighting for the 
rights of the poor and oppressed people in Abra has failed. 


Unlike his first letter of December 26, 1982, which was received here last 
Jan. 15, 1983, the second letter was very much sober and was respectfully 
signed as Fr. Conrado M. Balweg, SVD. 


In his first letter to Azada, Balweg virtually declared an open warfare against 
the military by ending it "come and get me if you can.” 
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However in his second letter, the rebel priest sounded sober and more serious 
about having a dialog with the military, although te still criticized the 
continuing abuses and operation by the soldiers on the countryside and the 


ordinary farmers of Cordillera. 


In part, Balweg’s second letter said: “In your effort to discredit the 
revolutionary movement, you resort once more to the time-worn trick of labelling 
as gutless anything in opposition to the present evil systes.” 


"I assure you, that in the NPA, the issue is not whether one believes in God. 
The moral imperatives of our times is to be true Filipinos fighting for 
national independence and democracy." 
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PHILIPPINES 


PRESIDENT CURBS OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 20 Mar 83 pp 1, 6 
[Article by: Miguel Genovea] 


[Text] President Marcos yesterday prohibited travels abroad by government 
officials and employees, including those in government-owned and controlled 
corporations, except those which are “absolutely necessary.” 


Only three classes of travel will be allowed. These are: 


--To comply with an international commitment of the Philippine government. 
--To benefit the country financially. 
--To fulfill scholarship, fellowship, training or study grants. 


The ban on unnecessary travel by government workers was announced yesterday by 
Presidential Executive Assistant Juan Tuvera "to stop unnecessary expenditure 
of precious dollars.” 


The new travel policy is understood to be part of the effort by government to 
reduce government spending in the face of economic difficulties. 


The President had earlier trimmed budgetary expenses by 18 percent and asked 
Cabinet ministers to cut their salaries by 10 percent to help reduce deficit 


in government spending. 


In his report to the Batasang Pambansa early this week, Prime Minister Cesar 
Virata said that the government spent some P32 million for foreign travel of 
1,873 government officials and employees last year. 


In accordance with the President's instruction, Tuvera said, all requests for 
travel will be disapproved except for “very urgent and meritorious ones.” 


According to Tuvera, whose office scrutinizes all requests for travel by 
government workers, attendance in most seminars and workshops abroad will not 
be allowed, saying that this form of travel alone represents a big drain in 


foreign reserves. 
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Because of recession and the depressed prices in the world market of the 
traditional exports of the Philippines, the country's balance of payment deficit 
last year had reached almost one-billion dollars. 


In his report to the Batasan, Virata said that the Ministry of National Defense 
topped the list of government agencies which sent officials and employees on 
foreign trips, spending a total of P12,942,316.58 for 749 trips undertaken by 
848 officials and employees. 


During the same period, the Office of the President sent 246 individuals on 
217 trips spending P5,004,137.85. The Ministry of Agriculture was third in 
the list with a total expenditures of P3,509,508.90 for 155 trips made by 167 


persons. 


CSO: 4200/486 


161 





PHILIPPINES 


GEOTHERMAL POWER DEVELOPMENT ON LEYTE VIEWED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 Mar 83 p 18 


[Text] Tongonan, Leyte, Mar. 19--Geothermal engineers unscrewed the top valve 
of a drill pipe, unleashing a steam geyser that roared a kilometer high to 
dramatize the harnessing of a reservoir of 450 megawatt power seething under- 
neath the mountain slopes near this town. 


It was the 53rd productive well out of a total of 55 dug so far in the 107- 
hectare geothermal field harboring what scientists described as the Philippines’ 
largest reserves to last for the next 25 years. 


Engineer Ricardo Elizagaque, geothermal division manager of PNOC Energy 
Development Corp., explained to members of the 1983 Pcesidential observation 
tour of Philippine-Japanese cooperation projects that one of three giant 
Mitsubishi turbines already installed here has started generating a limited 
supply of electricity for this and neighboring towns and the cities of 
Tacloban and Ormoc. 


Two more are being tested to be commissioned next May to bring up the total 
generation of 112.5 megawatts by next May, more than enough for local con- 
sumption. The excess will be transmitted to the Luzon grid. 


Work has moved far ahead of schedule with a ®632 million Japanese assistance 
loan that engineers said they would have to throttle down generation to less 
than a third of the plant's total load. 


Operation of the Tongonan geothermal plant, along with those at Mag-Ban and 
Tiwi in the Bicol region, has sent the Philippines steaming trom ninth to 
second place, after the United States, among the world's geothermal powered 
countries in less than five years, according to Elizagaque. 
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PHILIPPINES 


MINISTER ASSURES CONTINUED FOOD SUPPLY 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 20 Mar 83 pp 1, 10 


[Article by: A.M. Lobo] 


[Text] Food Minister Jesus Tanchanco said yesterday that the country will 
continue to enjoy abundance of food at stable prices. 


Domestic food production will increase as a result of the oil price cut by the 
Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) while food exports will 
perk up in view of the economic upturn in industrialized countries, he said. 


The country’s favorable food situation is shown by the abundance of rice, which 
is now being retailed at prices below the ceiling of #3.10 kilo, Tanchanco 
said in a speech before the Malabon Jaycees at the Philippine Columbian Club. 


He said that basic food commodities will continue to be available at cheaper 
prices in Kadiwa centers nationwide. The centers have already sold 1.63 
billion worth of goods bought by the government from the country's farmers and 
other food producers. 


The minister said the freeze in domestic fuel prices announced earlier by 
President Marcos following OPEC's oil price cut will lessen the fuel price 
burden on farming, food processing, and marketing activities. 


Tanchanco said that demand for Philippine food products abroad is slowly pick- 
ing up with fruits, fruit juices, vegetables, and marine products topping the 


list. 


The promotions program for food exports, boosted by the establishment of trading 
posts in the United States and Saudi Arabia, will be further intensified, he said. 


Tanchanco said that the Kadiwa program and other government undertakings for the 
food industry will continue to help raise farmers’ income and stretch the con- 
sumers peso as the country moves toward economic recovery. 


More funds will be channelled to food production programs under the Kilusang 
Kabuhayan at Kauniaran while loans will continue to be extended to businessmen 


through the quedan financing program, he said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


STUDY FORESEES WIDER RICH, POOR DISPARITY 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 7 Mar 83 pp 1, 2 
[Article by: Joe Avancena] 


[Excerpt] The gap between the rich and the poor will continue to widen and by 
the year 2000 there will be 24.3 million poverty-stricken Filipinos. They will 
constitute one-third of the projected total Philippine population of 73 
million by the turn of the century. 


Of these 24.3 million poor, nine million will be living under very low, dis- 
tressing economic conditions: 1.8 million will be unemployed or under-employed 
family heads, 3.7 million will be needy youth, majority of whom will be out of 
school, three million will be needy children of whom 1.8 million will be of pre- 
school age, and .5 million will be needy disabled drug addicts, negative han- 
senites, released prisoners, the disadvantaged and the aged. 


The widening gap will continue to persist, according to Development Academy of 
the Philippines (DAP) sources, citing a recent study. 


The reason why the poor in this country will remain poor is lack of a deliberate 
plan to improve the equitable sharing of income, the sources said. 


They deplored the National Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) for not 
including income distribution plan in the four-year development programs. 


According to them, DAP has been urging NEDA, since 1976, to include income dis- 
tribution target along with the sectoral plans. 


The 1974-1977 and the 1978-1982 development plans contained no specific pro- 
vision for increasing the income share of the country's poor. 


Like the 1974-1977 plan, the 1978-1982 plan "goes as far as declaring that the 
poorest 30 percent are the target group and that their real earnings over the 
decade 1978-1987 should increase faster (but not saying how much faster) than 
the target average annual growth rate of real GNP per family, namely, 4.9 per- 


cent. 
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The DAP also assailed government planners in projecting the income of the poor. 
It said disparities in reporting the actual household real incomes added to 


confusion. 


For example, the National Census and Statistics Office (NCSO) came out with 

studies that the 1971-1975 household real incomes went down but economic plan- 
ners never reported this because it contradicted the annual estimate that per 
capita GNP ‘which is but another way of looking at income) is rising annually. 


The NCSO data also showed that income per household was below P6,000 per year. 
However, the National Income Account released by NEDA stated that income was 
over P13,000. 


Was there a deliberate move to confuse the public as to the real income of the 
poor? DAP, in its own economic survey, showed an exceedingly low figure for 
the average income of the poor. 


DAP said that by the year 2000, 44 percent of the Filipino households belong- 
ing to the poor will be earning less than P10,000 annually. 


The lower and middle classes, which will be earning from P10,000 to P19,000 
and P20,000 to P49,000, respectively, will make up 25 percent and 22 percent 
of the total Philippine household. 


The upper class, constituting only 9 percent, will be earning P50,000 or more 
annually. Included in this class are the rich who will be making P100,000 or 


more a year. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OIL FROM HANGA NUT FOUND SIMILAR TO GASOLINE 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 17 Mar 83 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Government researchers have found that the steam-distilled oil from 
the fruit of petroleum nut popularly called “hanga” can be used as direct gas- 
oline substitute. 


Initial studies conducted since 1980 have shown that the oil from the “hanga” 
fruit has chemical properties similar to gasoline. 


In fact, the scientists reported, the oil from this “energy tree" has some ad- 
vantages over gasoline. 


For instance, it has much less carbon residue and it is free from sulfur, a 
pollutant. Also, while petroleum nut ofl has a lower octane number, this can 


be remedied by proper blending with other substances. 


The studies are part of a research project being undertaken jointly by the 
National Institute of Biotechnology and Applied Microbiology (Biotech, Marcos 
Foundation), the University of the Philippines at Los Banos college of forestry 
(UPLB-CF), the bureau of energy development (BED), and the Forest Research 
Institute (FORI), an agency under the Ministry of Natural Resources. 


Titled “Plants as Sources of Hydrocarhon-like Oils,” the project aims to iden- 
tify species of plants containing oil and hydrocarbon-like materials, deter- 
mine their yield as well as physical and chemical properties, and formulate 
technical and economical extraction methods. 


Project leader Dr. Elvira Cabauatan-Fernandez of the UPLB-CF said fruits and 
seeds of plants were collected from various regions. 


Government researchers investigated several methods of isolating the hydrocar- 


bon-like materials. Some of the physical and chemical properties of the ma- 
terials were determined with the cooperation of Caltex. 
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PHILIPPINES 


VEGETABLE SEED IMPORT FEPORTED 
Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 21 Mar 83 pp 9, 11 


[Article by L.B. Flores] 


[Text] Los Banos, Laguna--(DEPTHnews)--The Philippine vegetable industry 
imports an average of P42 million worth of seeds annually. 


Reason for the importation is inability of domestic seed producers to 
fill the demand. 


Helping compound the problem is that an estimated 70 percent of seeds sold 
to the public are of low quality, according to findings of the Universi*y 
of the Philippines at Los Banos (UPLB). 


Weaknesses of the industry are pinpointed in an assessment conducted by 
R.C. Mabea of UPLB and E.P. Sevilla of the Bureau of Plant Industry. 


The researchers turned up the following: 


-~-There is at present no government price support for domestic seed pro- 
ducers, partly explaining the local low production. 


~-Seed production and quality control presently in operation are only for 
rice, corn and legumes. 


--High production costs discourage farmers from producing vegetable seeds. 
They prefer fresh vegetables which bring them profits. 


--There is currently no system, whether government or private, for the 
maintenance and registration of improved cultivars or vegetable seeds. 


The study found that the country's vegetable seed imports consist mostly 
of cabbage, carrots, peas, radish, mustard, pechay and watermelon. Prin- 
cipal suppliers are Denmark, France, New Zealand, the United States, Japan 


and Taiwan. 


Vegetable seed imports can be significantly reduced if locel producers are 
extended adequate incentives and technical assistance, according to the 


researchers. 
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They reported that majority of vegetable farmers are hesitant to go into 
the venture because of low seed prices in the domestic market and other 


risks involved. 


Such hesitancy can be solved with government price support and imposition 
of higher tariff on imported vegetable seeds which can be produced locally, 


suggested the study. 


It also recommended that a law be passed by the National Assembly to pro- 
tect the local seed producers and that a government agency to monitor seed 
quality be established. 


The study found that the Bureau of Plant Industry operates 17 seed lab- 
oratories but these are devoted mainly to rice, corn, sorghum, mung beans, 
peanut, soybean, cotton and tobacco. 


Only a few of the laboratories have the facilities and expert manpower to 
pass on quality of vegetable seeds. 


The study estimates the volume of certified seeds produced by the bureau's 
stations at “about 15 to 20 percent of the country's annual requirements 
for its rice crop and below 10 percent for other creps.” 


Because of such a low percentage in use of certified seeds the study noted 
“a prevalence of seed-borne pathogens in seeds available locally." This 
means that the annual food crop of the country is always unser threat of 
infection or plant disease. 


“Even imported seeds are not subjected to quarantine and there is danger 
of diseases spreading in case infected seeds are brought in from abroad," 


the researchers warned. 


The study urged the training of more personnel on certified seed tech- 
nology as is being done by other developing nations in Southeast Asia and 


elsewhere in the Third World. 


CSO: 4200/524 


168 





PHILIPPINES 


FARM GOODS TRADING TO BE CENTRALIZED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 22 Mar 83 ppl, 8 


[Article by: Ros Manlangit] 


[Text] The government is set to implement soon a plan centralizing trading on 
agricultural foodstuff and poultry and livestock products. 


Official sources said the centralized trading will be handled by the National 
Food Authority (NFA). 


The sources said the move is designed to ensure stable prices for the commod- 
ities in the local market and competitive prices for exportable goods. 


Under the centralization scheme, the NFA may take over certain regulatory 
functions of other government agencies such as the licensing and inspection of 
dealers of food and livestock products. 


NFA sources said that implementing rules on the centralization scheme have al- 
ready been drawn up and may be announced this week. 


Meantime, the NFA disclosed yesterday that it will relend to private grains 
millers $13.6 million of the proceeds of an approved $36 million loan it secured 
from the Asian Development Bank (ADB). 


The funding program is in line with the modernization of the country's food 
processing and marketing facilities. 


Under the NFA scheme, private millers may put up milling complexes, the materials 
to be supplied by NFA~accredited suppliers. 


The NFA said that payment for the material will be amortized over a maximum 
period of 10 years and the interest to be pegged at four-to-six percent above 
the ADB's lending rate. 


Private millers may apply up to a maximum of 80 percent of the total cost of 
the grains milling project, the NFA said. 
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NFA officials said that the relending program is one of the major components 
of its facilities-modernization program for the grains industry, set for imple- 
mentation this April, 


The program is estimated to cost $52 million, $16 million of which is a local 
counterpart fund. 
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PHILIPPINES 


SUGAR EXPORTS GET EC SUPPORT 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 36 


[Text] Bangkok, March 25--The Philippines won support today for its sugar 
and other exports when ministers of the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (Asean) and the European community (EC) underscored the need for 
the conclusion of an international sugar agreement. 


The two-day Asean-EC ministers meeting ended today. 


Acting on the recommendations of the Philippine delegation led by Foreign 
Minister Carlos P. Romulo, the ministers said in their joint communique 
that there is an urgent need to stabilize the international sugar market 
"by adopting appropriate policies within the framework of a new inter- 
national sugar agreement.” 


The conference also approved the Philippine proposal for the launching of 
the global negotiation on interna*ional economic cooperation. 


In the light of the mutuality of interests between producers and consumers, 
the ministers declared that it is “important for Asean and the community 
to work together in promoting a continuing dialogue in this field. 


"The ministers agreed on the need to work closely together for the launch- 
ing of such negotiation within the United Nations system," the communique 


read. 


Commenting on the approval of the Philippine-authored provisions, Romulo 
said “our EC friends have once again realized the need for cooperating with 


developing countries." 


"We are gladdened by this development because the long-term economic 
progress of commodities-exporting nations like the Philippines depend to 
a large degree on the openness of the market and the political will of the 


industrialized states," he said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


EFFECT OF U.S. CURB ON TUNA IMPORTS NOTED 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 p 8 
[Article by Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] American tuna processors and canners are pressing their government 
to curb the importation of canned tuna from the Philippines. 


They proposed that the government impose a 10-percent countervailing duty 
(CVD) on Philippine canned tuna entering the United States. They claimed 
that “imported” canned tuna from the Philippines enjoy an edge over 
American canned tuna because of tax incentives received by Philippine 


firms from the government. 


The Tuna Research Foundation (TRF), which is composed of the major American 
tuna packers, has filed the petition (for the 10-percent CVD) with the US 
Department of Commerce. 


A countervailing duty is a tax imposed on imports which enjoy a subsidy 
from their home government. 


Although local canned tuna are not subsidized by the government, the TRF 
claims that the local industry enjoys incentives under the Omnibus Invest- 


ments Code. 


This is the second time the American tuna canning industry tried to block 
local canned tuna exports to the US market. The first attempt was made 
last year when American tuna canners asked their government to restrict or 
impose a quota on importation of canned tuna. 


Having lost the first time, the American canners are now pressing that a 
countervailing duty be imposed on Philippine canned tuna. 


If this is approved, the local tuna canning industry will lose its biggest 
market, the Tuna Canners Association of the Philippines claimed while 
adding that the US accounts for 64 percent of local tuna exports in 1982. 


If the petition (for a countervailing duty) prospers, the TCAP told Trade 
and Industry Minister Roberto V. Ongpin in a letter, “there will be a more 
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serious implication on all other local exports which are covered by govern- 
ment incentives." 


The TCAP asked that a special task force in the trade ministry and Board of 
Investments be formed immediately to devote full attention to the problen. 


Earlier, TCAP asked government to further liberalize the importation of 
frozen tuna to ensure stable supply of the raw material in the local 


market. 


Instead of being allowed to import only during the months of November to 
February, the TCAP asked that the importations be made year-round. 
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PHILIPPINES 


RAINS FAIL TO END DROUGHT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Mar pp 1, 7 


[Text] The drought in Mindanao is far from over, the weather bureau said yes- 
terday. More than that, the drought extends to Indonesia and Australia, accord- 
ing to US weather satellite reports now with the Ministry of Agriculture. 


The drizzles reported iast week in some areas of Northeastern Mindanao are not 
enought to offset the effects of the drought, said Amado Pineda, chief of 
PAGASA's forecasting division. "Besides, that portion is not part of the 
drought area,” he said. 


The five-month-old drought has already destroyed 195,000 tons of the expected 
corn harvest worth about P253 million, prompting Agriculture Minister Arturo 
R. Tanco Jr. to recommend the importation of an additional 50,000 tons of yellow 


corn "as a safety measure." 


Fifteen of Mindanao's twenty provinces, mostly in the central and southern part 
of the island, are affected in varying degrees by the calamity. Bukidnon, the 
Cotabato and Davao provinces are said to be the hardest hit. 


Pineda said rains are “not expected" in most of Mindanao this month since “it 
is summer over there." Rains there usually come in mid-April he said. 


The Weather Bureau's findings jibe with reports from US weather satellites, 
copies of which are regularly given to local agriculture officials. 


The reports said that less than 15 millimeters of rain fell in Mindanao last 
month, much less than the normal 75-100 om. 


The same reports added that the dry spell extends up to Indonesia and Australia 
while, at the same time, “extreme wetness" is felt in central and eastern 
equitorial Pacific. 


Oceanographers attributed the unusual weather conditions to the El Nino, the 
very warm ocean current in the South Pacific. 


This warm ocean current usually arrives in South America at Christmastime, hence 
it is called £1 Nino, “the child." 





El Nino brings tremendous rains in the usually arid coast of South America. 
At the other end of weather belt, the opposite--drought--is felt. 


Local weathermen could not approximate when the rains would come but said that 
they are hopeful that they would fall by mid-April. 


Should the rains come on time, about 15,000 hectares will be simultaneously 
planted to corn in a crash-planting program, dubbed Operation Bawi, launched 


by the Ministry of Agriculture. 


Some 50,000 tons of corn are expected to be harvested in Bawi areas by July. 
These, plus the produce from Luzon and Visayas, will total 165,000 tons--40,000 


tons short of the crop damage. 


The shortage is expected to be filled by the 50,000 tons imported yellow corn, 
which is used as animal feed, 


Tanco said the bumper rice stocks, estimated to be 420,000 tons, could very 
well take care of any shortage of white corn, which is the staple food of 20 
percent of the Filipinos. 
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PHILIPPINES 


BISHOPS TO HELP IMPLEMENT GOVERNMENT PROGRAMS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Mar 83 pp 1, 3 
[Article by: Miguel Genovea] 


[Text] Church leaders assured yesterday President Marcos that they are “pre- 
pared to help” in the implementation of socio-economic projects of the govern- 


ment. 


They also agreed to study the list of projects given to them by the President 
to determine the projects which they could help undertake. 


The projects range from employment generation and housing to agrarian reform 
and social services. 


The President conferred with the leaders of the Catholic Bishops Conference of 
the Philippines and the National Social Action Council to determine how the 
government and the church could cooperate in solving the country's problems. 


Both groups are headed by Archbishop Antonio Ll. Mabutas. 


Meeting first with the leaders of the CBCP, the President asked church leaders 
to study a list of development projects in which they could work together with 


government agencies concerned. 


The list included programs concerning labor and employment, health and nutri- 
tion, housing and human settlements, social justice and defense. social services 
and agriculture and agrarian reform. 


In his meeting with NASAC leaders, the President called for the reorganization 
of the group and the restructuring of all other organizations and offices in- 
volved in the implementation of socio-economic programs of the government. 


Changes in the structure of these organizations as well as their plans and 
projects, should be coordinated with the National Economic and Development 
Authority and other economic planning groups, he said. 


The NASAC, created by the President on Sept. 18, 1973, acts as an advisory and 
consultative council to the government, the church and the private sector on 
implementation of various programs and projects. 
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~-Harmonize and link or coordinate the programs of the three sectors so that 
the results are effective. 


-~-Spur socio-economic activities in project areas for people to be self- 
sufficient using the resources of the three sectors. 


--Bring problems of opportunities for growth and development to those in a 
position to resolve them, 


lo achieve this, NASAC employs strategies and coordination through training, 
and motivation, research, corsultation, advisory voluntary services, referrals, 
linkages and integration of resources through contributions from each sector. 


As of 1976, some 80 local NASAC units had been organized in several areas of 
the country in coordination with local officia_s. 


NASAC holds a national trisectoral congress where leaders from the three sec- 


tors, both from the national and local levels, are consulted in preparation for 
the program of the organization. 
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PHILIPPINES 


KKK PROGRAM ENCOURACES REBELS TO SURRENDER 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Mar 83 p 23 
{Article by: T. PE. Rimando] 


[Text] Cotabato City--The successful implementation of the government's 
Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran program in central Mindanao, through the initi- 
ative of KKK regional action officer Celestino F. Desamito, Jr., has encouraged 
rebels to return to the fold of the law so that they, too, could avail of its 
benefits. 


A group of Maguindanao dissidents, led by MNLF “physician” Zainar Mindo and his 
nurse Zebran Sanki, have surrendered to the Army's one-third infantry brigade 
under Col. Rodrigo Ordoyo at Awang, Dinaig town because “we want to undertake 
livelihood projects through the KKK and start life anew.” 


The returnees were later accepted by Region 12 Lupong Tagapagpaganap ng Pook 
Chairman Simeon A. Datumanong and Central Mindanao command chief Brig. Gen. 
Jose P. Magno, Jr. who both assured them that KKK action officer Desamito would 
help them realize their projects. 


Lt. Col. Rogaciano Bael, commanding officer of the 9th infantry battalion who 
turned over the rebels during an appropriate ceremony, said the MNLF members’ 
surrender was negotiated by Datu Piang mayor Tong Uy Tina and Desamito. 


Bael said other dissidents in his battalion's area of responsibility have also 
strongly indicated their desire to lay down their arms because “they saw that 
the government has shown its sincerity in uplifting the socio-economic life of 
rebel-returnees through the KKK.” 


Desamito also reported that the surrenderees made up the second biggest group 
of KKK beneficiaries last year in the autonomous region of central Mindanao. 
They were next to the members of the cultural communities, he said. 
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PHILIPPINES 


OTL IMPORT SAVINGS CALCULATED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Mar 83 p 25 


[Text] The five-dollar reduction in the posted price of a barrel of crude oil 
from the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) would mean about 
$295.5 million yearly foreign exchange savings for the country. 


Central Bank Governor Jaime C. Laya said that every dollar reduction in the 
posted price of oil means a foreign exchange saving of $59.1 million, some- 
thing that was not anticipated in earlier government projections. 


The member countries of OPEC recently reduced th: price of its crude oil by 
five dollars a barrel or from $34 to $29 in an effort to curb the oil glut in 
the world market. OPEC controls about 70 per cent of the world's oil trade 
and represents about 70 percent of the country's oil sourcing. 


Like many developing countries, the Philippines posted record payment deficits. 
Last year, it was $3.3 billion on current account and $1.1 billion on the over- 
all. A high interest rate also took toll in the country's debt service cost 

and poor investment climate last year. 


The projections for 1983 call for a reduction in the current account deficit 
by about 25 per cent and in the overall by about 50 per cent. 


Laya is confident that these projections will be achieved this year as the 
“current events” favor the Philippines. 


One of the basic strategies has been the implementation of an economic structur- 
al adjustment program with the objective of reducing the gap between savings 

and investments needs to about two to three per cent of the gross national 
product. 


Laya said one of the main components of the program is the attainment of energy 
sufficiency. Last vear, imported energy was only 68 per cent of total require- 
ments, down from 74 per cent in 1981 and from about 90 per cent in 1974. 


Oil imports this year are estimated to be about 59 million barrels, down from 
64 million barrels last year and 67 million in 1981. 
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He said the investment requirements of the country's energy program hes been 
the most noteworthy component of the balance of payments picture of the past 
10 years. 


Before 1973, international payments were essentially in balance. Both savings 
and investments came to about 25 per cent of the CNP. With the energy crisis, 
the basic decision was made that the country shall aim for substantial self- 
suf ficiency. 


CSO: 4200/4684 





PHILIPPINES 


OIL CONSUMPTION INCREASES 11.2 PERCENT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 18 Mar 83 p 9 


[Article by: Rosario A. Liquicia] 


[Text] Philippine imports of crude oil and oil-based products went up last 
january because of increased demand. As a result, the oil bill posted a $36- 
million one-year hike at $258 million. 


Domestic demand for oil and oil-based products during the month increased by 
11.2 percent compared to the level in January last year, the energy ministry 


said. 


Among the oil-based products that experienced hiked consumption were diesel by 
19.% percent; fuel ofl, 10.9 percent; premium gas, 9.4 percent and kerosene, 


4.9 percent. 


Fuel consumption of industrial plants declined, but this was offset by the 
10.9-percent rise in the demand of state-owned National Power Corp. (NCP) 


growth in fuel. 


Last January's consumption level “appeared to be substantially high,” the 
energy ministry said, “because comparative figures for last year were very low.” 


Petroleum products that suffered declines in demand last Jonuary were regular 
gas line, LPC (liquefied petrolews gas) and avturbo. 


The volume demand last January was 6.1 million barrels, or an average of 197,000 
barrels of oil a day. This was 912,000 barrels or 13 percent less than last 


December's consumption. 
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PHILIPPINES 


CORPORATION REVEALS PLAN TO INCREASE SHRIMP YIELD 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 14 Mar 83 p 14 


[Text] Cebu City, March 13--The giant shrimp, sugpo, prized for its flavor 
will soon be made more easily available to Filipinos as a result of the break- 
through in shrimp technology achieved by San Miguel Corp. at its P43-million 
shrimp culture farm in Calatrava, Negros Occidental. 


This was disclosed during a recent tour of the facility conducted for Andres 
Soriano Jr., SMC chairman and chief executive officer, and other top SMC 
officials. 


Studies have shown that while total exports of shrimp have risen over the past 
few years, production has gone down. This squeeze has made shrimp a very 
scarce and costly commodity. 


Through San Miguel's shrimp culture technology, yields of up to 4,000 kilos 
per hectare per growing cycle can be achieved as opposed to the 180-250 kilos 
using traditional methods. Three cycles can be made in one year for a total 
yield of 12,000 kilos per hectare per year. 


Eduardo Soriano, SMC's assistant vice president and aquaculture operations man- 
ager, led San Miguel's pioneering effort with Dr. Victor Mancebo that will make 
shrimp not only more available to the Filipinos but also one of the country's 
major export products and big dollar earner. 


Soriano Jr. and Dona Marie L. Soriano were conducted around the farm and 
briefed by son, Eduardo, and Mancebo. 


He toured the Calatrava farm in the course of a gruelling swing of San Miguel's 
Visayas plants. The day before, he made an extensive inspection of the Mandaue 
complex and toured its brewery, glass plant, plastic case plant and metal clos- 
ure plant, among others. 
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PHILIPPINES 


RURAL CREDIT PROGRAM SHOWS 100 PERCENT REPAYMENT 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in Fnglish 13 Mar 83 p 10 


[Article by: Ros Manlangit] 


[Text] The Ouedan Guarantee Fund Board reported recently a 100 percent repay- 
ment of over P200 million in loans granted in the past four years to farmers 
and food businessmen under the quedan financing scheme. 


The “remarkable” repayment record means that quedan financing has gained pop- 
ularity and respectability as a major source of rural credit, according to 
the National Food Authority. The board is an NFA subsidiary. 


NFA officials said that there are now four banks accredited to the quedan fund. 


Galo B. Garchitorena, executive director of the quedan board, said that farmers 
and food businessmen have begun to realize the benefits of the quedan scheme, 
finding it a convenient source of capital. 


Under the quedan financing program grains farmers can negotiate with banks to 
finance their stocks in NFA-franchised warehouses. Quedan loans carry con- 
cessionary yearly rates of 10 percent for 180 days up to a maximum of one year. 


Loan applicants can pledge 70 percent of the value of their stocks as collateral. 


Figures show that last year total loans reached P62.5 million, from the previous 
year's total of only P18 million. 


So far, the biggest loan worth P34 million was granted by Allied Bank to Herco 
Agro Industries in Isabela which pledged its stock of 2,500 cavans of peanuts. 


A number of incentives are being studied to make the quedan fund more attractive 
to farmers, NFA sources said. 


Existing arrangements allow the lending banks to rediscount the quedan loans 
with the Central Bank. 


The quedan board guarantees the loans and if problems arise, the board assumes 
70-percent of the outstanding loan. NFA officials said that rising surplus of 
rice and other agricultural products calis for an expanded quedan financing. 
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PHILIPPINES 


DECLINING OIL PRICE MAY CUT FOREIGN JOB HOLDERS 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 13 Mar 83 p 6 


[Article by: Jaime Reyes] 


[Text] Many semi-skilled Filipino workers now employed in Middle East countries, 
except Saudi Arabia, may not be rehired when their contracts expire because 

these oil-producing nations have reportedly started retrenching as a result of 
the drop in oil revenues. 


This was disclosed yesterday by Labor Minister Blas F. Ople who returned re- 
cently from a 10-day official mission to the Middle East. 


He said the reported massive retrenchments in the development plans of Gulf 
countries like the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and Qatar would mean post- 
ponement of new projects that may employ additional Filipino workers. 


There are about 15,009 Filipinos working in these Arab countries, with 7,762 
in the UAE, 3,910 in Bahrain, 1,357 in Qatar and 1,648 in Oman. 


The bulk of the Filipinos now working in the Middle East are in Saudi Arabia 
which employs more than 200,000 and Iraq with 30,000 Filipino workers. 


Ople said he was not officially informed of the retrenchment plans during his 
Middle East trip, but he said that these were his impressions based on official 


sources. 


He said many of the semi-skilled Filipino workers in these Arab countries will 
have to come home. 


Ople said returning workers planning to start small business enterprises will 
be eligible to participate in the Kilusang Kabuhayan sa Kaunlaran in accordance 
with an executive order signed recently by President Marcos. 


"We estimate that up to 10 percent of returning workers, especially from the 


Middle East, are potential enterpreneurs on their own account, or on account of 
talented wives and children, and they will be our target clientele," he said. 
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Ople said the First Lady and Human Settlements Minister Imelda R. Marcos, 
had earlier signed a memorandum of agreement with the Ministry of Labor and 
Employment and the Trade Union Congress of the Philippines opening up enter- 
preneurial assistance to workers and their organizations. 


Ople said that returning workers who have improved their technical skills over- 
seas will be assisted in looking again for jobs abroad through a wider certif- 
ication program under the National Manpower and Youth Council. 


He said Saudi Arabia is committed to sustain its development momentum as its 
development plans would not be affected by the drop in oil revenues as a re- 
sult of a cut in world oil prices. 


Ople also disclosed that the MOLE will review the salaries of Filipino contract 
workers abroad because of the deterioration of the peso in relation to foreign 
currencies. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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PHILIPPINES 


ARTICLE VIEWS OPEC PRICE EFFECT IN NATION 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS 16 Mar 83 pp 1, 13 


[Text] The lowering of world oil prices brings mixed blessings to the 
Philippines, which imports 90 percent of its oil needs. 


Jn the positive side, cheaper oil imports ensure stabilized prices for locally- 
refined petroleum products such as gasoline, diesel and kerosene. 


The stabilizing of domestic price of oil products would enable industries to 
prepare longer-term operational plans and projections, help ease upward pres- 
sure on prices of domestic goods (food and others) and services (transportation 
fares and others). 


Under such a climate, business activities may experience an improvement. 


Oil import expenditures this year are forecast to drop to $1.8 billion from 
last year's $2.1 billion as a result of OPEC's oil price cutting decision. 


The $5-a-barrel cut in the price benchmark of OPEC oil would mean foreign ex- 
change savings of roughly $325 million a year for the country, based on 
official estimates of $65-million savings for each $1 taken off the price of 
imported oil. 


The oil imports savings, in turn, could mean lower deficits in both the trade 
(imports minus exports) and payments (foreign exchange expenditures minus 
earnings) balances this year, thus an easing off of the pressure on the value 
of the peso to drop against the US dollar. 


The peso has been weakening in relation to the US dollar because of the deficits 
suffered by the country in its trade (by $2.2 billion) and payments ($1.14 bil- 
lion) balances last year. 


On the negative side, the reduced oil prices could make some of the country's 
energy-related projects, like the development of the Cadlao oil-field off 
Palawan, unviable which could cause either their deferment or outright shelv- 
ing (See related story on Page 8). 


Earnings from the country's manpower exports, bulk of which is to Middle East 
oil-producing countries, could decrease. The same may also be experienced in 
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the export of other services (construction) and even of goods, like bananas 
and other food items, 


The impact of these factors on the country's export and invisible revenues 
this year and in the near future have not been calculated, but it is believed 
that the sum involved may be more than enough to fully offset the oil import 
savings the country expects to realize this year. 


Lower oil prices mean lower foreign exchange revenues for the oil-producing 
countries, a factor that may prompt them to cut expenditures. 


The reduced budgetary expenditures could necessitate either a deferment of 
shelving of infrastructure and other projects, the immediate and direct effects 
of which are the cancellation of construction contracts and laying off of 
"importec’' skilled and unskilled workers. 


Earlier reports said that even top oil-producer Saudi Arabia has taken steps 
to cut down its budget for infrastructures in the meantime that oil prices 
remain soft. The same step is expected to be taken by other Arab and African 
oil producers, like the Emirates, Kuwait, Iraq, Libya and others. 


Overseas reports, meantime, said that oil importing nations have started to 
calculate how much they could expect to save following OPEC's price cut, but 
some predicted their own earnings would fall as well. 


Financial markets opened calmly following the OPEC reduction of five dollars 
a barrel which US Treasury Secretary Donald Regan said could help spur recov- 


ery from recession. 


In Tokyo, Prime Minister Yasuhiro Nakasone said that he had told government 
economists to draw up plans to stimulate Japan's economy. 


CSO: 4200/470 
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PHILIPPINES 


INTERNATIONAL COFFEE ORGANIZATION CUTS EXPORT QUOTA 
Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in Fnglish 13 Mar 83 p 10 


[Text] London--The executive board of the International Coffee Organization 
Friday night decided to cut the third quarter global quota of the 1982-83 
coffee year by 500,000 bags. 


A bag holds 132.2 pounds or 60 kilos in green coffee beans. 


This is two-thirds of the cut of 750,000 bags ordered by the board in October 
last year following the departure of Israel, Hungary and Hongkong from the 
consumer membership of the ICO. It involved their last intended annual intake 


of coffee under the ICO's export quota system. 


The Philippines’ share in the quota cut starting April 1983 amounts to 4,495 
bags of robustas, and a possible reduction of 2,247 bags from July to September 


1983. 


The first cut ef 500,000 is across-the-board and takes effect on April l. 


The board will decide before June 20, 1983, whether to reduce quotas by 250,000 
bags in July-September 1983 (last quarter of the 1982-83 coffee year). 


Delegates said the board may decide not to cut the 250,000 bags if prices fall 
below $1.20 a pound. At that point, a mandatory cut decided by the ICO council 
last fall and made across-the-board would take one million bags from the market. 


For some producers, a second cut over their share in the million bags would 
prove to be an excessive burden, qualified informants said. 


The annual global quota for 1982-83 was set at 56 million bags in the fall last 
year. After Friday night's decision it will be 55.5 million bags. 


CSO: 4200/467 


188 











PHILIPPINES 


SQUATTERS TO BE RESETTLED, DWELLINGS DEMOLISHED 
Manila BULLETIN TODAY in Fnglish 13 Mar 83 ppl, 8 
[Article by: Brenda P. Tuazon] 


[Text] Metro Manila Vice-Gov. Ismael A. Mathay, Jr. ordered yesterday the 
immediate demolition of the houses of squatter families due for relocation and 
resettlement, amid reported meddling by some Batasan assemblymen. 


He ordered Metro Manila Commission teams to rush demolition work. Brushing 
aside threats of intervention by some Batasan members, Mathay said he has a 


job to do. 


In ordering the demolition of the houses of 28,300 more squatter families 
programmed to be resettled this year, Mathay cited the firm policy the govern- 
ment has adopted on squatters. 


A total of 36,000 squatter families are to be resettled in various government 
relocation centers this year, of which 7,700 have already moved to their new 


homes. 


Mathay said the demolition order does not preclude the holding of a dialogue 
between field operation officers and the affected families, so the objectives 
of the national shelter program can be explained to them. 


Earlier, municipal mayors reported to Mathay that some Batasan assemblymen are 
advising squatter families not to leave their shanties. This, according to the 
mayors, has hampered their efforts in resettling the families. 


Under the on-going resettlement program, Mathay explained, some #21 million 
has been set aside for this year, while another #70 million will be needed to 
acquire and develop more resettlement areas. 


Next year, another 36,000 families are programmed to be transferred under a 
#100-million program, Mathay disclosed. 


CSO: 4200/467 
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PHILIPPINES 


BRIEFS 


MUSLIM LEADER REJECTS MINDANAO, VIETNAM PARALLEL--A Muslim leader in Central 
Mindanao allayed fears yesterday that Mindanao will turn into another Vietnan. 
Datu Sacar M. Basman, president of the Association of Barangay Councils in 
Region XII, said those who have such fears fail to consider that the base of 
the republic under the leadership of President Marcos is the barangay govern- 
ment. A rebellion, to be successful, must have mass base support, Basman said. 
The government pacification campaign in Mindanao, coupled with programs for 
economic rehabilitation and development renders bullets and the propaganda of 
the rebels useless, he said. The presence of more government troops on the 
island is welcome but to promote peace and order they must be confined to the 
camps and ready to respond to call for help by the barangays, he added. If 
the barangays are provided with adequate means to defend themselves, Basman 
said, rebels and terrorists would think twice before moving around. [Text] 
[Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Mar 83 pp 1, 10] 


MILITARY COMMANDER REJECTS MINDANAO, VIETNAM COMPARISON--Cotabato City, March 
13--The speculation that Mindanao may turn into another Vietnam was rejected 
here by a high-ranking military commander in Mindanao. Brig. Gen. Valerio C. 
Perez, said peace and order in the Central Mindanao is very stable, compared 
to that of the previous years. Perez, PC Region XII commander, added the 
government and the military are now receiving more popular support. The 
presence of lawless elements in Southern Philippines has not been totally 
eradicated but it is under control by the military and other government police 
agencies, he said. Perez said the military has to remain vigilant against the 
threat of remnants of the Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the New 
People's Army. Meanwhile, in a communique issued in Karachi, Pakistan, an 
MNLF faction led by Dimas Pendatu said he has received an invitation to 
participate in a conference from Motamar Secretary-General Dr. Inamullak Khan. 
Dimas, according to the communique, did not attend the conference after he 
was informed that the Nur Misuari and Hashim Salamat factions would boycott 
the conference. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 9] 


DROUGHT HITS WESTERN VISAYAS--Iloilo City--The five-month drought in Western 
Visayas, the worst calamity ever to hit the region, has already damaged some 
45,481 hectares of rice and corn lands, destroying crops valued at #96.8 
million. [Iloilo Gov. Conrado Norada, chairman of the Regional Development 
Council, said out of the total areas affected, some 11,945 hectares of palay 
and 2,222 hectares of corn were totally destroyed. The drought has reduced 
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the yield per hectare of rice farms by 28.53 cavans or a decrease of about 60 
per cent, he said. Based on survey reports conducted by technical personnel 
of six different agencies in the region, some 1.46 million cavans of 50 kilos 
were destroyed in the rice-producing areas, while about 58,431 sacks of corn 
were damaged. Hardest hit among the six provinces of Western Visayas was 
lloilo where some 29,000 hectares of rice lands were affected, including 

5,963 hectares totally destroyed. This was followed by Capiz with 9,370 
hectares affected and Negros Occidental with 6,049 hectares. The calamity re- 
port, Norada said, does not include vast areas of sugar farms which were also 
affected by the drought. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Mar 83 


p 40) 


LAND TRANSFERS REACH #1 BILLION--Total land transfer claims financed by the 
Land Bank of the Philippines (LBP) last year reached #164.21 million, it was 
learned yesterday. The amount benefitted 11,781 farmer-beneficiaries and 
covering 21,251 hectares, bringing the cumulative total of land transfer claims 
paid to landowners since 1973 to ®1.5 billion comprising 211,007 hectares and 
tilled by 109,845 rice and corn farmers. As part of its continuing effort to 
extend financial assistance to agrarian reform beneficiaries, LBP during the 
year in review granted a total amount of #78.65 million of direct loans to 
farmer-beneficiaries. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 25] 


NPA LEADER ILL--Camp Dangwa, Benguet--Military authorities in Ilocos region 

are verifying reports that Fr. Conrado Balwee, a rebel priest with a #200,000 
price on his head, is sick and in need of immediate medical attention. Brig. 
Gen. Victorino T. Azada, Ilocos PC-INP regional commander, disclosed that a 
recent intelligence report stated that Balweg was sick in his mountain hideout 
deep in the Cordillera mountains in the region. Azada did not state the cause 
of Balweg's sickness, although he reported that an encounter between government 
troopers and rebels led by Balweg occurred recently somewhere in the Cordilleras. 
Azada said some close aides of Fr. Balweg may have gone to the lowlands to find 
a doctor willing to go to the mountains to treat the priest. "If the report is 
true that he is really sick, I am willing to send a medical team from Camp 
Dangwa to assist him," Azada said. He said his previous offer to Balweg for a 
peaceful dialogue still stands today, although the rebel priest rejected it in 
his letter to Azada last year, coursed through two local newspapers in Baguio 
city. Azada said that to prove his good intentions, he was willing to recommend 
to higher authorities that the reward for Balweg's capture, dead or alive, be 
scrapped if the former priest surrenders peacefully. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN 
TODAY in English 17 Mar 83 p 1] 


GARMENTS EXPORTS FALL--Philippine garment exports in 1982 fell by almost one- 
fifth to $549 million from 1981 exports of $685 million, or a loss of $136 
million, the export board said Thursday. The drop was blamed on the current 
economic crisis in the world. More than 75 percent of the exports were under 
quota and the rest non-quota. The United States and the European Community 
remained the largest importers of Philippine garments. [Text] [Manila 
PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 19 Mar 83 p 10] 
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MARCOS STUDIES JAPANESE ISSUES--President Marcos calls Philippine Ambassador to 
Japan Carlos Valdez and Trade and Industry Minister Roberto Ongpin to ask them 
to start a study on why none of the economic issues between the Philippines 

and Japan have been satisfactorily resolved in the last five years. The study 
will involve the prime minister, the Executive Committee, and the Cabinet. 
[Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 13 Mar 83 p 1] 


INDUSTRIAL BROWNOUT REPORTED--The joint government-private sector Meralco Task 
Force has agreed tw put into operation the contingency voluntary brownout plan 
for industry from Monday, March 21 to Friday, March 25. This course of action 
was agreed upon among the Ministry of Trade and Industry, National Power Cor- 
poration (NPC), Meralco and the MTI-private industry Meralco Task Force soon 
after the national water resources council (NWRC) called the attention of the 
NPC to the critical water level in the Angat reservoir. The one-week voluntary 
curtailment by industry will allow NPC to build up a five-day reserve of water 
in the reservoir. The task force chaired by Raul T. Concepcion consented to 
the implementation of the voluntary brownout upon confirmation from Meralco 
and NPC that in return the participating 772 industrial firms will be assured 
of the four-to-five-day leadtime they originally requested before the contin- 
gency plan is set into motion, provided no more than one thermal generating 
plant is inoperative. Industry's position was that a notice of 24 hours or 
less would be much too short and would cause undue dislocations in plant or 
factory operations. Without the buildup of five days in water reserves, the 
longer leadtime would not be possible, according to NPC and the Meralco. 
[Text]! [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Mar 83 p 27] 


POSSIBLE COOPERATION WITH AUSTRIA--The 150-year-old Simmering-Graz-Pauker AG 
(SGP), ome of Austria's leading firms and producer of finished goods for heavy 
industry, is looking into the possibilities of participation in the Philippine 
government's accelerated energy program. At the same time, with the arrival 
here at SGP Director General Kurt Kirchner, chairman of the board, it was 
learned that the firm may also undertake joint venture with local companies in 
light and heavy engineering. This was gathered from Austrofil Commerce, Inc., 
which represents the firm in the country. SGP has about 500 highly qualified 
staff. Its manufacturing program centers mainly on transport and power genera- 
tion. It was disclosed that SGP is currently undertaking the construction of 
the 55-megawatt MW coal-fired thermal power plant in Cebu of the National Cor- 
poration on a turnkey basis with financing. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY ! 
English 18 Mar 83 p 27] 


REGIONAL COMMANDER GAINS--Cotabato City, “arch 17--The Philippine Constabulary-- 
Integrated National Police efforts to curb criminality and terrorism in Central 
Mindanao region gained ground last year. Brig. Gen. Valerio C. Perez, PC-INP 
Regional command XII (Recom XII), commander, said the sustained campaign against 
lawless elements resulted in the stability of the peace and order situation in 
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the region. The campaign resulted in the capture of 250 members of the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) and the New People's Army (NPA). Six hundred 
MNLF and NPA guerillas surrendered to the military authorities in the region. 
Recovered were more than 300 high caliber firearms and ammunitions. The same 
report said the rebe! elements executed 374 violent acts last year, resulting 

in the killing of 249 civilians by the MNLF. In other provinces of the region, 
the NPA perpetrated 41 violent acts resulting in the loss of 24 Jives among the 
civilians. The command also apprehended 50 persons suspected to be engaged in 
ores pushing activities. (RCS) [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 18 Mar 83 
D 


NAVY TO OVERSEE FISHPEN REMOVAL--The government yesterday deploved patrol boats 
in strategic areas in Laguna lake to assist teams that will demolish illegal 
fishpens. Lt. Gen. Fidel V. Ramos, AFP vice chief of staff, ordered the 
deployment of the patrol boats on the eve of his meeting today in St. Cruz, 
Laguna, with fishermen, enforcement agencies and the mayors of the 27 lake- 
shore towns to identify fishpens to be demolished. The presidential committee 
formed to resolve the fishpen problem has decided that all fishpens within 150 
meters from the shoreline will be demolished. These constructed after Oct. 31, 
1982, will also be demolished. Admiral Simeon Alejandro, navy chief, informed 
Ramos yesterday that navy patrol boats were already on their way to their 
assignments in the lake. Maj. Gen. Vicente Piccio, air force chief, sent a 
survey plane over the lake to start photomapping the lake area to pinpoint 
fishpens to be demolished. Under the law, only 18,000 hectares of the 95,000- 
hectare lake is allotted to fishpens. The committee is looking into reports 
that some mayors have been protecting operators of illegal fishpens. Com- 
plaints reaching Camp Crame showed that the mayors supplied materials for the 
fishpens. A survey showed that 6,000 fishpens have been built in prohibited 
lake areas at an aggregate cost of P60 million. (By Mel Parale] [Text] 

{Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 23 Mar 83 pp 1, 6] 


IMPROVED INVESTMENT CLIMATE--The securities and exchange commission (SEC) re- 
ported vesterday a slight improvement in last month's investment climate. 
Statistics compiled by the SEC showed that new investments in the form of 
initial paid-up capital put in by 425 stock companies registered last Febru- 
ary totaled #93.3 million, up by 18.1 per cent over that of last January. 
Compared to that of February last year, the total of last month's initial pai:!- 
up investments was bigger by 19.3 per cent. Fresh investments for business 
expansion aggregated #192 million which was about 200 per cent higher than that 
of last January. The total, however, was 53 per cent lower than the figure 
recorded for February last year. The industry group composed of financing, 
insurance, real estate and business services was the most preferred area of 
investments by the firms registered last month. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY 
in Ei lish 22 Mar 83 p 12] 


COAL IMPORTS BANNED--Cebu City--Gov. Eduardo Gullas has opposed further importa- 
tion of coal from abroad by the National Power Corp. (NPC) to feed its thermal 
plant in Cebu. The governor said his stand is in line with the national policy 
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of improving the mining industry through direct purchase of coal in the country 
rather than importing it from other countries. The governor spoke during the 
inauguration of a 6.7-kilometer barangay road in Sitio Bayabas which links 
Barangay Cansuje, Butong and Linut-od, located some 31 kilometers up the 
mwntain of Argao, Cebu, last Saturday. Gullas made known his stand in reaction 
to published reports that the NPC is planning to import coal for its thermal 
plant here. According to Gullas, direct purchase of coal in the country will 
mot only generate jobs but alse save precious dollars for tle government. 

{Text} [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 23 Mar 83 p 9] 


SUGAR EXPORTS SHOW GAINS--London, March 22--Philippine sugar exports in 1982 
edged up to 1.3 million tons raw value from 1.28 mi’iion in 1981, figures made 
public by the International Sugar Organization show. Destinations included, 
with comparisons in tons, China 199,000 (93,000) Japan 315,000 (121,000) USSR 
209,000 (337,000) U.S. 223,000 (189,000). Exports in January were 77,900 tons 
versus 61,000 in January 1982, the figures show. [Text] [Manila PHILIPPINES 
DAILY EXPRESS in English 23 Mar 83 p 8] 


NAVY COMMISSTONS FREIGHTER SEIZED FOR SMUGCLING--The Philippine Navy plans to 
commission a Panamanian freighter which the government seized for involvement 
in smuggling activities. The ship, MV Senyiur, is now in Sangley Point. It 
came from Cebu where it was held by customs authorities in August last year. 
MV Senviur was launched in March 1977 from the Asakawa Shipping company ship- 
yards in Japan. Registered in Panama, the ship has an overall length of 
106.637 meters, a width of 16.3 meters, a depth of 8.35 meters, and a capacity 
of 6,343.85 tons deadweight. [By H.M. Saquin] [Text]! [Manila PHILIPPINES 
DAILY EXPRESS in English 14 Mar 83 p 13] 


FIRMS GAIN EXPORT BANK--The Central Bank has granted "export-oriented" status 
to another five entities classified as non-trade foreign exchange earners. 

They are Philippine Tourism Authority; Mabuhay Shipping and Overseas Placement, 
Inc.; The Manila Peninsula Hotel, Inc.; Alglo International Management and 
Placement Services: and Pacific Seamen Services, Inc. These firms are now 
eligible for incentives or assistance for being foreign exchange earners. 
[Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 14 Mar 83 p 25] 


RANK ADOPTS NO-INTEREST OPTION--Philippine Amanah Bank has now set in motion 
the no-interest and partnership principle in banking wherein Muslim depositors 
are entitled to receive profit share twice a year from the bank instead of the 
fixed end predetermined interest rate. Initially, the schene, called Tabung 
or pilgrims special savings deposit account, would cater to prospective Mi:s- 
lim depositors. Later, it would expand to other interest-free banking trans- 
actions. "The no-interest banking is a standard operational practice among 
financial institutions in the Muslim countries," bank president Michael 
Matsura said. [Text] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 21 Mar 83 p 25] 

















[IMPORTATION EASFD--The Central Bank has relaxed the importation of 48 non- 


tems as part of its imports liberalization program. The 


essentia) msumer item 

nank issued last Friday, CB Circular No. 918 allowing banks to sell foreign 

exchange for the importation of the 48 items without its prior specific approval. 

Among the products are coffee, tea, cocoa, spices and manufactures thereof, 

medicinal and pharmaceutical products, travel goods, handbags anj similar 
ntainers, metal products, such as trunks, chests and suitcases, and miscella- 

necus edible products and preparations. The CB also instructed banks to submit 

jaily to the CB a report of letters of credit opened covering importations of 

the 48 items. [Text] ‘Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 20 Mar 83 

» 19) 


BOYCOTT CALLED AGAINST UNIVERSITY--Protesting student leaders of different 
groups here yesterday announced that they will initiate a nationwide boy- 
cott movement against Southwestern University. With the move, it is 
expected that SWU's enrollment this coming semester will drop significantly. 
The boycott move against SWU came after it was broadcast in a local radio 
station here quoting a university official that “starting next semester 
Muslim students will no longer be accepted in the university." The high 
ranking university official also was quoted as saying that “Muslim students 
in the university are giving them headaches." These students, according to 
the official, have gone to the extent of threatening their teachers in 
order not to fail them in their respective subjects. [Excerpts] [Cebu City 
VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 pp 1, 2] 


DROUGHT DAMAGE REPORTED--Dumaguete City (PNA)--Some 2,229 hectares of corn 
land and another 263 hectares of upland ricefields in Negros Oriental were 
affected by the long drought which started October of last year, according 
to the Ministry of Agriculture here. Eve Manaay, report analyst of the 
Maisagana program for Negros Oriental, said damage was estimated at more 
than 2.7 million pesos. Some 363 hectares of corn lands which were 
damaged were planted to hybrid corn variety under the Maisagana program, 
Manaay said. Some 1,866 hectares of corn land not under the Maisagana 
program, were also damaged by the six-month drought, she said. The total 
damage to highland ricefields was 263 hectares. Losses was placed at 
268,000 pesos. The estimated loss to the programmed Maisagana corn lands 
was about 268,000 pesos, Manaay said. Damage was 100 per cent. On the 
other hand, damar2e to non-programmed corn hectarage was placed at 91 per 
cent. [Text] [Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 12/13 Mar 83 p 7] 





RUBBER PRODUCTION--The Philippines will soon the rubber producing countries 
as a major producer in the near future. [sentence as published] The 
National Development Co. (NDC) in collaboration with Sime Darby has started 
a rubber plantation project in southern Palawan. The rubber plantation 
project will cost about P350 million. The area is 2,000 hectares. NDC will 
own 60 percent, Sime Darby 10 percent, and the balance will be shouldered 

by the World Bank and an unnamed Kuwaiti interests. Southern Palawan is 
chosen as the rubber plantation site because it is on the edge of the 
typhoon belt and has sotme rainfall throughout the year. [Text] [Cebu City 


VISAYAN HERALD in English 14 Mar 83 pp 3, 8] 
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SOUTH AMERICA EYED AS WORKERS’ LOCATION--The Ministry of Labor and Employ- 
ment is studying the possibility of sending Filipino contract workers to 
South America. Manuel Imson, a director of the Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration, said a study is being made to determine whether 
it is feasible to tap the region's labor market. He said a POEA explora- 
tory mission will be sent to South America once it is found that prospects 
of employment for Filipino workers in that region are bright. He said the 
prospects appear good as Japanese and South Koreans are now employed in 
oil-producing South American countries. The action, he said, is part of 
the POEA's move to diversify the source of employment of Filipino workers 
overseas. Most of the Filipino contract workers are now employed in the 
Middle Fast, 85 percent of whom are working in Saudi Arabia. Indonesia, 
meanwhile, is emerging as a potentiai source of job opportunities in Asia 
for Filipino workers. [Text] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 


26 Mar 83 p 7] 


RELIGIOUS GROUP LINKED TO NPA--Dipolog City, Mar. 25--A local religious 
organization, known as Kristohanong Katilingban (KRISKA), has been 
suspected by the Army to be in cahoots with the New People's Army in 
Zamboanga del Norte. Lt. Col. Jose Savellano, chief of the Army's 4th 
civil relations and information service group, said several municipal 
mayors had confirmed the suspicious activities of the group. Kriska, 
Savellano said, boasts of close of 10,000 followers most of them living 
in the mountain barangays of the towns of Salug, Godod, and Tampilisan. 
The group is still recruiting members and coercing rural farmers to join 
its cause, Savellano said. (Tony Pe. Rimando) [Text] [Manila BULLETIN 


TODAY in English 26 Mar 83 p 36] 


ECONOMIC STRESS IN FOREIGN POLICY--President Marcos has said he would tap 
the private sector to support the diplomatic service in the government's 
export drive. The President told newsmen, before he boarded the RPS Ang 
Pangulo Friday, that the foreign service corps should be infused with 
diplomats who know about business and economics. This view was supported 
by observations from Prime Minister Cesar Virata and Trade and Industry 
Minister Roberto Ongpin on current diplomatic trends. They told the Presi- 
dent that most of their callers from the diplomatic community were ambassa- 
dors who pursue business initiatives for their governments. Virata said 
that the emphasis in foreign policy should shift from the political to the 
economic. Mr. Marcos said that most of the members of the diplomatic 
service were public relations-oriented, "but even on this score, some are 
weak." [By Willie Ng] [Excerpt] [Manila BULLETIN TODAY in English 


27 Mar 83 p 1] 


SOLDIERS DISMISSED FOR LIQUOR VIOLATION--The armed forces yesterday dis- 
missed 358 soldiers caught defying the liquor ban for military personnel. 
Gen. Fabian C. Ver, AFP chief of staff, also ordered the demotion of 1,485 
other military personnel arrested for violating the same ban. Ver's twin 
action was prompted by reports that many military personnel still fre- 
quented public drinking places despite the ban imposed by Defense Minister 
Juan Ponce Enrile. “If these recalcitrant military personnel think they 
can get away with it, they are totally wrong," Ver said. Ver reviewed a 
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report of brig. Gen. Pete Balbanero, AFP provost marshall and concurrently 
military police brigade commander, showing a big increase this year in the 
number of military personnel arrested for violating the liquor ban. All 
the dismissed soldiers were also reported to have created trouble in drink- 
ing places. Balbanero reported to Ver that some of the soldiers have been 
charged in various courts for alleged criminal offenses, ranging from 
attempted murder to homicide, while 133 of them were arrested in Metro 
Manila drinking places for repeated violations. [Text] [Manila PHILIPPINES 
DAILY EXPRESS in English 29 Mar 83 p 6] 


COLUMNIST CRITICIZES U.S.--It was the photo of Ka Doroy Valencia all right, 
but was that the Japanese version of his DAILY EXPRESS column, "Over a Cup 
of Coffee," in the MAINICHI SHIMBUN? No, it was just an interview with him 
by a member of the paper's editorial committee, in which he ranged over a 
broad spectrum of issues affecting Japan, the Philippines, and the rest of 
the world. His theory on the United States call for Japan to help in the 
defense of the region: It's only part of American strategy to get a bigger 
share of the Asia-Pacific pie. By loading down Japan with defense expendi- 
tures, Valencia said in the interview, Japan's economic competitiveness, 
hopefully, will be diminished. At least that's what the six million readers 
of the MAINICHI were treated to. For, the historical footnote side, it's 
the first time that a Philippine columnist has had his views brought to that 
large number at any one time. [Text] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in 


English 30 Mar 83 p 2] 


CONFLICTING AFP DISMISSAL FIGURES--There are conflicting figures on how 
many AFP soldiers have been dismissed from the service for violating the 
rule on drinking in public places. Minister Juan Ponce Enrile says that 
only four of 133 arrested were discharged. On the other hand, General Ver 
says that 358 were dismissed and more than 1,000 were demoted. Which is 
which? You don't have to answer that--the people, especially the victims, 
know what's really going on. [By Teodoro F. Valencia] [Text] [Manila 
PHILIPPINES DAILY EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 p 4] 


NPA INFLUENCE IN BATANGAS--Small groups of NPA forces have been building 

up in Batangas towns near Manila. They used to pass by only, but the 
latest information is that they're already established in towns near the 
Laguna de Bay but still within Batangas province. So far, they only ask 
for food and have not yet started taxing the people in earnest. NPA influ- 
ence in Cagayan province is expected to wane when the 51 farm-to-market 
roads are completed. These roads total 146 kilometers, traversing through 
some 29 towns of the province. The roads will mean easy access to markets 
for farmers. [By Teodoro F. Valencia] [Excerpt] [Manila PHILIPPINES DAILY 


EXPRESS in English 30 Mar 83 p 4] 





ICHDF STATION RAIDED--Cagayan de Oro City (PNA)--A group of communist guerillas 
raided an undermanned detachment of the Integrated Civilian Home Defense Force 
in Kiburiao, Quezon, Bukidnon, and seized some 20 firearms issued to ICHDF mem- 
bers Tuesday morning. Lt. Col. Cesar Manaig, Bukidnon provincial commander, 
said the rebels used as hostages some of the residents in the area in forcing 
three ICHDF members and two policemen manning the detachment to give up. 
Investigation disclosed that the raiders, led by a certain Jacinto Nicor also 
known as "Commander Ramil,” arrived at Kiburiao onboard a commandeered com- 
mercial truck. The rebels immediately conducted a house-to-house search be- 
fore closing on the detachment. [Text] [Cebu City VISAYAN HERALD in English 


5, 6 Mar 83 p 1i]J 
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THAILAND 
FEAR KEEPS MUSLIM LEADER AWAY 
bangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 2 Mar 83 p 6 
[Text | 
PATTANI — Self- Amin filed the da’s “Tai Rom Yen” and justice in the 
exiled Muslim leader country to Singapore ; South would be “eli- 
Amin Tohminahasree § in April, 1981 after “It is now notezsy § minated”. 
fused to return home recew ing tip-offs that for an unm 5 He said he would 
from Malaysia partly some au thorities official to mimse his take another trip to 
because he is not #§ WOuld attempt to day authority,” he stress Malaysia for a meeting 
assured that his “erst- ham for his alleged in- ed. with Amin in the 
whie adversaries” | VOlvement in a separa He said he wascon- = middle of this month. 
who are still in go- ‘ist movement, called fident that Amin He would also took 
vernment services in Partip. He later moved would be finally con- the opportunity to 
the South would not to and has vinced of the guaran. meet two other slf- 
be a threat to his een there ever tee for his security— exiled Muslim leaders, 
security, 2 senior since it would Toh Khw Promming 
army official said yes Maj GenPanya ssid = take time, as the for- and Toh Khm Napra- 
that Amin was not mer chairman of the du who were former 
In an interview concerned over a law provincial § Islamic religious teachers in 
with The Nation, ‘Suit against him for committee in Pattani this southern pro 
Commander of the his alleged criminal © himself desired to re- vince. 
Fifth Army Division offences and ready to tum home. The two Musim 
Maj Gen Panya Sing- fight for his case in a He quoted Amin as leaders are teaching 
sakda said that Amin court. “What he fears saying “It is more religion in Malaysia 
would retum from his is outlawed in- comfortable to shoul- have gained wide 
exile in Malaysia after fluence,” the senior der logs in my home respect from the local 
his worries were dis army official said. than to carry gold people, srcording to 
pelled. However, Maj Gen bars in another's resi- the Fifth 
He quoted Aminas  Panya said he was dence.” commander who add- 
telling hin during confident that Amin’s Maj Gen Panya said ed that he would per 
their last meeting in fears would never be- that any asthority guade them to retum 
Klantan over a week § comea reality as the found to violate hame and cooperate 
ago «that «although local authorities are vernment policy *. with the government 
senior government aware of the govern- signed to bring peace in en pe and 
officials understood = ment embodi- justice in the region 
the problem, some  ¢4 in the Policy An- 
officials might still  ouncements No. 66/ 
him and as a result be ~y Fy: ant = 
as Fourth Amy 
eas to his securi- gion Commander Lt 
Gen Harn Leenanon- 
CSO: 4200/425 
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RESERVE MILITARY AS EXPORT LABOR FOR MIDDLE EAST 





Singapore THE STRAIT TIMES in English 9 Mar 83 p 40 
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SWAT TEAM REVIVED; TRAINING BEGINS 


Sangkok THE NATION REVIEW in English 2 Mar 83 p 3 


[Text | 


CSO: 





4200/425 


THE Police 


nt has revved the controversial Spe- 


cial Weapons and Tactics Team (SWAT) which was disbanded 
about five to six years ago to combat urban terrorism. 
Police Director General Pol years later undex ye er 


Gen Narong Mahanonda yes- 
terday formal training 
for the 65-member anti- 
terrorist team at Parusak- 
kawan Palace. Pol Gen Narong 
ordered the revival of the team 
on January | 3 this year. 

Commander of the Special 
Patrol Operation Force Pol 
Maj Gen Vej Petbarom was 
made the chief of the SWAT 
whose members were drawn 
from anti-riot police units. 

Pol Gen Narong said there were 
indications that urban terorisn 
wil increase in the future and 
SWAT is being trained to deal with 
it. 

SWAT was first set up in late 
1974 by then police Gen Pra- 
chuab Suntrangkool. But it cathe 


under heavy fire from its opponents 
who that it was financed by 


US Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA). The team was accused of 
being set up to deal with “undesk- 
able politicians and student lead- 
ers 


The team was disbanded a few 
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ical ‘pressure. Pol Maj Gen Vej said 
yesterday that the team will work 
in coordination with other law- 
enforcement units. 

Deputy Police Director General 
Pol Lt Gen Suwan Rattanachuen 
said 65 had been recruit- 
ed to form the team. They will be 
divided into three groups compri- 
sing 15 le each. 

SWAT will be trained to deal 
with such subversive activities as 


bamb-planting, kidnapping, 
hostage-taking, hijacking and pro- 
vide protection to VIPs. 

Pol Gen Narong said members of 
the team are yy = basic train- 


ing until March 4 before practising 


target-shooting on March 7-10 at 
the -range of Zone 3 Pro- 


shooting 
vinclal Police Headquarters in Na- 
khon Ratchasima. 
He did not say what will be the 
basic weapons of the team members. 


HK-33 assault rifles were used 
by members of the former SWAT 
which was disbanded when Lt Gen 
Vithoon Yasawat was assistant 
police director who was directly in 
charge of its operation. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


DISSIDENT GROUP AMBUSHED IN GIA LAI-CONG TUM PROVINCE 


Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 11 Mar 83 p 3 
[Article by Vu Manh Tuong: “The Battle on the Bank of Ya Ngay Stream” | 


| Text | It was almost dark. The mountains and jungles of the Central High- 
lands were submerged in a light mist. Sieu Root, a squad leader of the 
militia of Ya No village in Chu Prong District, Gia Lai-Cong Tum Province, ran 
excitedly from the fields to border defense post No 657 and said urgently, in 
between gasps, "The bandits have come to our fields. They've stolen the 
hamlet's sugarcane and bananas and thrown the peels all over the place. We've 
also found places where they've hidden their food. Hurry up and capture them 


before they all run into the jungle.” 


After receiving that important news the post commander quickly called a meeting 
to discuss the situation, then sent a work team made up of six comrades and 
commanded by Senior Sergeant Nguyen Van Ngu to coordinate with Sieu Root’s 


militia squad in mopping up the bandits. 


The unit deployed into a formation and went immediately to the bandits’ re- 
serve food caches near the fields. But because they had been alerted in the 
afternoon, the bandits had hastily moved elsewhere. Senior Sergeant Ngu looked 
around and saw that there was a pile of ashes at the base of a large tree 
stump. He picked up a handfull of ashes, then told everyone, “The enemy 
haven't been gone long because the ashes are still very hot. Our unit must 
redeploy and follow their tracks so that we can capture then.” 


Under the command of Ngu and Root, the unit pursued the enemy by following 
such signs as recently broken branches along the trail and clusters of cogon 
grass that had been pushed aside as the enemy passed by. By the time the unit 
crossed the national highway about 8 kilometers away it wes dark. Ngu and 
Root decided that the unit should stop to rest and eat, and continue to pursue 


the enemy the following morning. 


At about 0800 the next morning, when the unit neared the bank of Ya Ngay 
Creek, it saw many signs indicating that the enemy were camping nearby. Many 
branches along the trail had just been broken and sap was running from then. 
They searched around in the bushes and found a package of hot baked manioc. 

On the basis of the signs they had seen, they reasoned that the enemy had just 
halted there and had gone to Ya Ngay creek to get drinking water. Ngu and 


\ 
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Root told the men, “We must go to the creek immediately to capture them 
alive.” 


Then Ngu and Root divided the unit into three groups, each of which included 
village militiamen and border defense troops. The first group, which went 
Straight ahead, was led directly by Ngu. The second group, made up of two 
border defense troops and four militiamen, had the mission of carrying out a 
flank attack and was led by sergeant Ngo Van Han. The remaining group, led by 
Sieu Root, had the mission of blocking the escape route and capturing the 
enemy alive. 


After receiving their missions and the code words to be used in communica- 
tions, the groups, taking advantage of the terrain and vegetation, advanced 
toward Ya Ngay Creek. When it reached a bend of the creek, Root's group 
discovered two bandits shouldering AR15 rifles merrily drinking water. Root 
concluded ti ‘t he should capture the enemy alive while they were drinking 
Water. He q.'‘ckly signalled to the group on the flank and the group in the 
lead, then h sent some people to go down to the creek and use martial arts 

to capture the enemy. Three militiamen moved toward the stream. One of them 
slipped on a moss-covered rock and made a noise. The bandits, who were drink- 
ing water, turned around and spewed AR15 rounds into our formation. Taking 
advantage of the fog and the dense jungle, they threw down their documents, 
backpacks, and weapons and other sabotage facilities and ran into the forest. 
The border defense troops and militiamen of Ya No village were forced to open 
fire. By interrogating the captured enemy and the confiscated documents, our 
men learned of the hiding place of the remaining bandits ani promptly went 

to surround them and appeal for them to surrender. But the bandits obstinate- 
ly opened fire with various kinds of weapons. Once again the border defense 
troops and militiamen had to use firepower to annihilate then. 


5616 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


TIEN GIANG PROVINCE TRAINS MILITIA, SELF-DEFENSE FORCES 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 11 Mar 83 p 3 


[Article by Trung Hieu: “Tien Giang Meticulously Organizes and Trains Militia 
and Self-Defense Forces” | 


Excerpts | Consolidating Organization and Improving Quality 


In view of the new requirements and missions, the VCP party committee of Tien 
Giang Province has taken specific steps to improve the quality of the opera- 
tions of the militia and self-defense forces. 


Each district, village, and subward shared responsibility for defending each 
specific objective. Assignments were made every week and measures for pro- 
tecting social order and security in each locality were promptly set forth. 


Last year there were captured in Tien Giang many people who engaged in such 
sabotage acts as spreading leaflets and spreading faise rumors. Many members 
of counterrevolutionary organigations were arrested. Thanks to good vililance, 
the militia of My Luong Village in Cai Be District was able to capture a 

group that was part of the so-called 519th Battalion who had come from Cuu 
Long to Tien Giang to establish contact with the saboteurs. A team of reac- 
tionaries who intended to assassinate the chairman of village X were captured 
by the militia and self-defense forces there. In localities in which the 
people previously did not have confidence in the militia and self-defense 
forces, the people are now enthusiastic and create conditions forthe militia 
and self-defense forces to operate effectively and gradually overcome weak- 
nesses so that they can become true hard-core forces in production and combat 
readiness. Those are initial results which will allow Tien Giang to advance 
to developing the districts into military fortresses, so that they can fulfill 
the new requirements in the enterprise of building and defending the homeland. 


5616 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


IMPROVEMENT OF ADVANCED MILITIA CADRE TRAINING IN 1963 EMPHASIZED 


Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 11 Mar 83 p 3 


> article: “The Advanced Training of Militia-Self Defense Cadres 
in 1963” 


[Text] In the task giving advanced training to basic-level militia and self- 
defense cadres in 192, despite a number of difficulties, such as the corps of 
instructional and training cadres lacking in numbers and professional obility 
and the system of provincial and municipal military schools not yet being con- 
solidated, at a time when the number of cadres to be trained was very large, 
the localities took many steps to overcome difficulties in order to organize 
training classes for cadres which attained a number of definite results. But 
in general the advanced training of militia ani self-defense cadres was still 
weak. A number of places did not hold advanced cadre training classes. The 
advanced training of cadres was not yet comprehensive and complete, and quality 
was not yet high and uniform. The problem that is posed at present is to con- 
centrate on the advanced training of militia and self-defense cadres so that 
they can be capable of fulfilling the military missions and tasks at the basic 
level in the new situation. For that reason, the task of giving advanced 
training to militia and self-defense cadres in 1963 poses new, higher require- 
ments, in order to rapidly create a new qualitative transformation among the 
cadres, especially those at the basic level (village and installation self- 
defense units). That is an urgent requirement which the echelons and locali- 
ties must be concerned with resolving. 


In order to do a good job, it is first of all necessary to perfect the corps 
of cadres organizationally, and in arranging and deploying cadres it is neces- 
Sary to observe the basic, long-range guidelines. 


Every year there are normally many mijor cha.ges in the ranks of militia and 
self-defense cadres and their levels are not uniform. Furthermore, there are 
continually new developments in the military work at the basic level, accord- 
ing to the economic, political, and social changes. That work is relevant to 
many sectors and echelons in the localities. It requires militia and self- 
defense cadres, especially the basic-level cadres, not only be capable of 
organizing implementation but also have certain leadership experience. That 
experience can be obtained only on the basis of accumulating it in the process 


of actual work over a period of many years. 











in the strengthening of organization, it is necessary to deploy cadres ina 
manner appropriate to the present requirements of the military work at the 
tasic level. The experiences of some localities have shown that among the 
cadres engaged in military work at the basic level it is necessary to appoint 
and deploy young cadres who average less than 40 years in age, have definite 
ability, have enthusiasm and a strong sense of responsibility, and have 
prestige among the masses. It would be best to deploy and assign demobilized 
and reassigned military personnel who have returned to the liocality, organ, 
or enterprise to work after fulfilling their military obligations. The old, 
weak cadres who are in poor health and are not very capable, or whose political 
quality is deficient, but be quickly replaced. 


If the appointment and deployment of cadres is not well prepared it will 
gradually lead to the situation of cadres who need to be given advanced train- 
ing not being given such training. On the other hand, cadres who do not need 
to receive such training do, and sometimes do not resume their old position 
upon returning after undergoing training. To have organizational disorder is 
tc create obstacles for and adversely affect the annual advanced training of 
cadres. Therefore, it is necessary to perfect organization and appoint and 
deploy militia and self-defense cadres must follow the basic, long-range guide- 
lines so that the corps of cadres can gradually be stabilized, be expert pro- 
fessionally, and accumulate experience. 


In addition to strengthening the system of provincial and municipal military 
schools, in accordance with the directive of the Ministry of National Defense, 
the echelons and localities must perfect the corps of cadres amd instructors 
of the provincial and municipal military schools, and the training cadres of 
the districts, cities, and precincts. That is a task with a very important 
Significance. It must be carried out promptly so that the schools, and the 
districts and cities, can open advanced cadre training classes within the 


Stipulated time. 


The contents of the advanced training of cadres, instructors, and training 
cadres must be comprehensive, and must be concerned with both theory and . 
practice. With regard to basic-level cadres, it is necessary to pay special 
attention to actual training, and make actual practice the principal emphasis. 


After the cadres are given advanced trained it is necessary to categorieze 
each cadre and instructor so that they can be assigned the preparation of les- 
sons in a manner appropriate to the level of each person. At the same tine, 
there must be a plan to specifically train each category of cadre. That is one 
of the tasks that must be carried out promptly and prepared well. 


In order to have specific plans, the localities must base them on the number 
of existing cadres and estimates of the number of new cadres who will be added 
or replaced in order to divide them up according to category: old cadres, 

ne~ cadres, cadres who have attended advanced training courses, cadres who have 
not yet been given advanced training, cadres with good ability, cadres of 
average ability, and deficient cadres. That categorization is intended to 
determine how many cadres must be given advanced training in 1963, how many 
cadres must receive systematic long- » basic training in provincial and 
municipal military schools, and how many cadres must receive short-term 
advanced training in districts, cities, and precincts. 
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It is necessary to pay special attention to such principal categories as vil- 
lage cadres, full-time self-defense cadres, and command comrades of combat 
militia and self-defense cadres, ami to do a good job of decentralizing 
advanced training so that it is appropriate for each category. 


On the basis of categorizing cadres and drafting specific plans, we must 
Calculate the number of classes that must by held every year, the number of 
instructors and training cadres needed by the districts, cities, and precincts, 
and the requirements with regard to material bases. 


such plans must be concretized by means of the organization and implementation 
measures of the echons, localities, and relevant sectors. The military organs 
at all ecnelons are responsible for managing and carrying out the plans. In 
preparing the material bases, especially food, it is necessary to have truly 
specific and creative measures. It is a task of especially important signi- 
ficance which must receive attention. 


Recently, despite the nation’s difficult conditions many localities have taken 
the initiative in resolving the problem of providing food for the advanced 
training classes of militia and self-defense cadres by means of many appro- 
priate measures. Some places use local budgets at the village, enterprise, and 
organ levels to support the training of militia and self-defense forces, 
district budgets to support the concentrated advanced training of cadres and 
militia and self-defense force training, and provincial budgets to support the 
training of cadres in provincial and municipal military shcools. Some places 
draw from other local budgets for the advanced training of cadres, while 
other places organize self-sufficiency production or encourage the people to 
make contributions and the mass organizations to give support. However, the 
best method is still to decentralize financial support. If that is to be 
carried out well, the military organs at all echelons must have specific plans 
and coordimate closely with the relevant organs in making preparations in 
accordance with the requirements of the annual cadre plans of each class and 
each specific categories, in accordance with the state regulations and poli- 
cles that have been promulgated. 


In order to do a good job of giving advanced training to militia and self- 
defense militia, there must be concern and direct leadership and guidance on 
the part of the party committee echelons and local governmental administra - 
tions, and the assistance of the relevant sectors in the preparatory process 
as well as when holding the advanced training classes. That is a factor 

with the most decisive significance which ensures both the quantity and quality 
of the militia and self-defense cadre advanced training classes in 193. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


IMPORTANCE OF POLITICAL EDUCATION OF NEW RECRUITS EMPHASIZED 


Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 11 Mar 83 p 1,4 
|Editorial: “Carry Out Well the Political Education of New Recruits” | 


| Text | Carrying out well the political education of new recruits from the 
very first days, just after they have entered the army, is a task of important 
significance for the entire process of training youth during their active- 
service years, and for our army's development and combat general. 


Many units have carried out that task well. Nearly all of the new recruits 
who have undertaken the training have made progress with regard to their 
ideological awareness and action, and most of the new recruits do a good job 


of fulfilling the missions assigned then. 


However, there are still units which have not yet paid adequate attention to 
educating the new recruits politically from the very beginning. The command 
cadres of such units believe that political education is a long-rang task to 
be carried out later, and that during the several months of training of new 
recruits it is only necessary to do a good job of military training. In such 
units poor political education results in the recruits not being able to 
clearly understand the situation and missions, and not realize the glorious 
duty of silitary personnel, so their fighting will is not strong and their 
consciousness of organization and discipline is not strict. 


It is necessary to correctly understand, and do a good job of carrying out, 
the political education and over-all education of new recruits. That has 


become a principle. 


As far as new recruits are concerned, becoming a soldier in the People's 

Army is an important turning point in their lives. All youths do not natural- 
ly adapt right away to military life. The recruits, who come from many 
different circumstances and environments, bring along many habits and ways of 
thinking which are not appropriate to the military way of life and activities. 
We do not demand that new recruits overcome all such limitations ina few 
months of training, but from the very first day we must positively carry out 
education to help the new recruits improve their political and social know- 
ledge, and have basic understanding of the new-style army, the objectives, 
missions, nature, and traditions of the army, and the 10 pledges of honor and 
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12 articles of discipline in civilian-military relations. By means of study 
of the Party's lines and policies and the Military Obligation law, it is 
necessary to enable the new recruits to clearly realize the duty ami responsi- 
bility of youths toward the mission of building and defending the homeland. 
That understanding must not be limited to knowledge, but must be manifested 
specifically in the attitude of new recruits toward training, combat, and all 


tasks that are assigned. 


As is the case with regard to military training, the political education of 
new recruits must progress froma low level to a high level, study must be 
accompanied by practice, and theory must be tied in with reality and with the 
specific daily tasks, in order to attain the ultimate. objective of ensuring 
that the new recruits are prepared to go anywhere and fulfill any mission to 
defend the nomeland. The cadres must firmly grasp the characteristics and 
psychology of the new recruits in order to set forth appropriate educational 
forms and measures, and resolutely overcome phenomena of impatience and making 
excessive demands of new recurits or superficial, shallow education. 


The Party organizations, mass organigations, Communist Party members, and 
HCMCYU members have an important responsibility in guiding and training the 
new recruits. The cadres, party members, and mass organization members must 
be exemplary in their words and deeds, and truly set a good example for the 
new recruits. At the same time, the managing cadres must keep abreast of the 
Situation, guide even the smallest task speciafically and in detail, know how 
to bring into play the enthusiasm and desire to study of the new recruits, 
rely on the positive elements to mobilize, inspire, and lead them in training 
and in making progress and enable training to attain good quality and contri- 
bute to increasing the unit's fighting strength. 


Greeting them with open arms, caring for them meticulously, issuing all equip- 
ment in correct accordance with standaris, and ensuring good material and 
spiritual living conditions for the new recruits are essential tasks which 
directly affect the consciousness and sentinuent of the new recruits, create 
for them a good initial impression of the large school that is the army, and 
enable them to be content, feel close to the unit, rapidly stabilize their 
thought, and enthusiastically begin to fulfill their missions. 


Doing a good job of the political education of new recruits is one of the 
important conditions enabling the unit to victoriously fulfill its missions. 
By endabling everyone to have revolutionary consciousness of the revolutionary 
military personnei's duty of defending the homeland and international oblig- 
tion will create an advantageous initial step in the training of soldiers who 
are worthy of our army, in the development of the corps of HCMCYU members 

and cadres, and in the training of outstanding citizens, workers, and cadres 
for the enterprise of building socialism in our country. 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CHINESE AGENT POSING AS STONE CARVER CAPTURED 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Mar 83 p 2 
[Article by Nguyen Tien Giang: "The Unfinished Stone Mortar” | 


| Text | After Mr. Giang a Sau bought a house from a Chinese near the border 
who had returned to China, everyone thought that he would marry a wife to take 
care of him in his old age. But for some reason, although he was about 50 
years old he continued to live alone and work at his trade of carving stone 
mortars in the desolate Dong Van mountain area. 


According to an oJ]d man, Mr. Sau had lived there for more than 20 years. He 
had no relatives. Some people surnamed Giang adopted him as a brother and 
brought him to the hamlet to live. During the time when the Vietnam-China 
was still one of “friendship,” every year Mr. Sau occasionally crossed it to 
visit his relatives at Van Son and Khai Vien in China. But after the situa- 
tion along the border became tense, Mr. Sau was a person who fully observed 
the regulations regarding border crossings. Moreover, Mr. Sau had the con- 
fidence of the local administration, which appointed him head of an old 
people's team which had the mission of encouraging the masses not to illegally 
cross the border or to deal in contraband goods, and do a good job of observ- 
ing the border defense regulations. In addition to carrying stone mortars, 
Mr. Sau was skilled at gathering native medicines to treat illnesses, so he 
gained the confidence of the people in the area. 


Every morning Mr. Sau would go into the jungle to find rocks to take home and 
carve them into mortars, then the next afternoon he took them to sell. That 
was Mr. Sau’s life, day in and day out. But suddenly Mr. Sau no longer was 
seen taking stone mortars to sell, especially after he abandoned a large 
unfinished stone mortar on the mountain. What confused many people was that 
Mr. Sau was often away from his house at night. If anyone asked why he 
replied, “Only if native medicines are picked at night will they be effec- 
tive!” 


One night, during the lunar new years of the Hmong people, the families 
gathered together to celebrate, but Mr. Sau was seen to quietly go into the 
jungle behind the hamlet. A border defense reconnaissance team and a secret 
operator followed him and saw that he had gone to the unfinished stone mortar. 
Thinking that no one had followed him, he tilted the stone mortar and took out 
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a small package and put it in his pocket. Suddenly, from three sides there 
came the shout, “Stop!” 


Mr. Sau was startled and shook all over. He stuttered, "I ... 1... I'm 
looking for medicinal herbs!" Someone said, “The medicine you pick at night 
is very effective. We wanted to come to witness your famous effectiveness. 
Let us have a look at the package of medicine you took from the stone mortar!” 


Mr. Sau realized that the people with whom he was talking were three soldiers 
of border defense post K. 


In the presence of the post commander and a member of the reconnaissance 
team, Sau admitted that during the past 3 years he had relayed messages from 
the “dead letter box" -- the unfinished stone mortar -- which the Chinese 
reactionaries were sending to a number of their agents in our interior. The 
Chinese had given him much money and many goods. 


After being educated by the cadres, Sau realized his crime and promised to 
achieve merit to make amends for his crime. 


5616 
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MILITARY AFFAIRS AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


CHINESE SAID TO TRAIN VIETNAMESE TO OPERATE IN VIETNAM 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Mar 83 p 2 


|Unattributed article: “Enticing People and Sending Them Back to Engage in 
Sabotage Activities” | 


[Text] Enticing Vietnamese to flee to China, undertake training so that 
they can be used as lackeys, and returning to Vietnam to engage in sabotage 
activities is a measure to which the Beijing reactionaries pay special atten- 
tion. It lies within China's insidious plot to use citizens of the enemy 
country to attack the enemy. -- in their way of thinking -- is less 
costly in terms of manpower and is highly effective. 


Implementing that measure, during the past several years the Chinese reac- 
tionaries have set up open-air border markets and used merchandise to entice 
people to cross over into China. They have set up smuggling rings that have 
sabotaged us in many regards (economically and politically), and at the same 
time serve as go-betweens for bad elements who want to flee abroad. Further- 
more, they have set up rings to help people flee to China and to foreign 


countries. 


One of the cross-border smuggling rings organized by the Chinese secret police 
was that of Ngo Tong Sang, Tran Van Phung, Tran Van Chat, and their cohorts, 
who specialized in using merchandise to bribe Vietnamese living in remote 
high-altitude areas. Rings were also set up to help people flee to China, 
such as that led by Ly Bat in the Quang Ninh area, along with Thuy, Khoa, 


Khai,lai, and Hoa. 


In recent years the Chinese reactionaries have contacted a number of bad 
people and persuaded them to serve as their lackeys in opposing the Vietnamese 
revolution. 


Yu Quach Thu was proof of that. Thu, a student, was influenced by bad ele- 
ments, became a playboy, engaged in illegal livelihood, and wanted to flee 
abroad. The Chinese secret police organization led by Ly Bat which helped 
people flee abroad took Thu to Chim in 1980. Thu was trained to be a spy 
by the Chinese Hua Nan intelligence organ so that he could return to Vietnam 
to operate and carry out a scheme to penetrate Vietnamese party and govern- 
mental organizations, so that he could engage in intelligence, psychological 
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Warfare, and internal sabotage activities and build long-range infrastructures 
to oppose Vietnam. But Thu was arrested when he returned to the border. Thu's 
plan was to use forged papers to go to Ho Chi Minh City, then go to Hanoi, 
study to be a chauffeur, penetrate a central-echelon organ, marry the daughter 
of a high-ranking cadre, sneak into the Vietnam Communist Party, and establish 
contact with go-betweens in order to operate in accordance with the Hua Nan 
Intelligence D nt. Another example was Nguyen Van Giang (born in Ha 
Son Binh in 1960),who fled to China, was arrested, bribed, and trained by the 
Chinese, then was sent back to Vietnam with the missions of learning about 
the military and political situation in Ha Son Binh and Hanoi, reporting to 
the Chinese secret police by means of message drops, inciting the masses to 
cause trouble and oppose the administration, develop forces, and prepare an 
infrastructure to accomodate people sent back to by the Chinese secret police. 


But all plans to intice Vietnamese to go to China to undertake spy training 
and be sent back to engage in satotage activities have been completely 
defeated. 


5616 
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PARTY ACTIVITIES AND GOVERNMENT 


QUANG NAM-DA NANG'S ACHIEVEMENTS REVIEWED; GOALS SET 
Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Mar 83 p 3 


[Article by Ho Duong: ''Quang Nam-Da Nang Party Organization Congress 
(2nd Session) -- Great Achievements, Positive Goals" ] 


[Text] The Quang Nam-Da Nang Provincial Party Organization Congress 
worked in an atmosphere of encouragement and well-founded self-confidence. 


In a speech made at the congress, Do Muoi, member of the VCP Central Com- 
mittee Political Bureau, highly evaluated the achievements in the past 3 years 
of Quang Nam-Da Nang, ''the province that has undergone many important 
changes, has developed itself in a relatively total manner and has scored 
great achievements in many aspects." 


The Quang Nam-Da Nang party organization has the tradition of staunch com- 
bat and solidarity, upholds a sense of principle while being active and crea- 
tive in implementing the party line, quickly accepts the party views on the so- 
cialist construction and defense of the fatherland, responds quickly in assum- 
ing leadership, moves the revolutionary movement in the province forward in 
a vigorous and continuous manner and effectively fulfills the tasks in the new 
stage. Its intellect and fighting power are the decisive factor that has changed 
the situation and created quick developments and great achievements as a 
source of encouragement and pride. 


With efforts being concentrated on developing agricultural production, the 
province has succeeded in resolving the grain problem within its own locality 
and for the first time contributing to the needs of the country as a whole. 
That was an achievement of important significance and a springboard that 
helped to step up the exploitation of other potential capabilities. Agricultural 
leadership in Quang Nam-Da Nang showed many outstanding strengths: in 
1979 the urgent and steady efforts to establish cooperatives were fulfilled, 
and since then the new production relationships have been gradually consoli- 
dated, with many outstanding cooperatives being created; water conservancy 
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projects and the building of the material and technical bases were stepped up; 
and the practice of intensive cultivation along with multicropping in large cul- 
tivated areas was continually raised to higher levels, with intensive cultiva- 
tion being the strategic direction. Dai Phuoc Cooperative was a brilliant 
example of intensive cultivation resulting in a crop yield of more than 20 tons 
of paddy per hectare; many other cooperatives obtained crop yields of 14-15 
tons, Dien Ban and Dai Loc Districts more than 10 tons. By now, the gross 
grain output has reached 525,000 tons, or an average per capita production of 
342 kilograms, twice as much as the 1976 figure. At the same time, Quang 
Nam-Da Nang was effectively exploiting the potential capabilities of its indus- 
try, small industry and handicrafts; paying attention to relying on local raw 
materials, traditional occupations and the skilled work force; and moving the 
local economy forward in the direction of combining industry and agricviture. 
The value of gross production rose from 245.7 million dong in 1979 to 430 
million dong in 1982, or an average yearly increase of 19.7 percent. Many 
districts obtained output values of about 25 million dong. Fishery and forest- 
ry also made new progress. Foreign trade was quickly developed: the value 
of exported goods in 1982 was 10 times as much as in 1979; and quantities of 
materials, raw materials and consumer goods were imported to serve produc- 
tion and everyday life. Circulation and distribution was further improved 

in the direction of fighting against the across-the-board method and getting 
into the socialist way of doing business, which had the good effect of promot- 
ing production. On the basis of production being developed, the standard of 
living in general was stable and in some ways improved. 


Naturally, there still are many difficulties and shortcomings, but the party 
organization and people feel encouraged and confident in the progress that has 
been made. The achievements that were scored in the last few years have 
highlighted the potential capabilities and, more importantly, the measures 
taken to turn these potentials into realities. That was the realistic basis for 
the party organization congress to make a decision about the guidelines and 
tasks of the locality aimed at carrying out in a positive and steady manner the 
resolutions of the 5th Party Congress and 3rd Plenum of the VCP Central 


Committee. 


A coastal province of Central Vietnam, Quang Nam-Da Nang has a diverse 
potential in terms of its land and forests and the sea, and at the same time 
has a considerable industrial potential. Located in the middle of the two parts 
of the country and having large harbors and airfields, it holds a key position 
in domestic communication and circulation, and an important position in in- 
ternational trade. With such potential and position, it needs to and can quick- 
ly progress to become a prosperous industrial and agricultural province, to 
further develop its active role in the economic alliance among the provinces 
in the region and in the country and to fulfill its obligation to the central ad- 


ministration. 
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Carrying out the 5th Parity Congress resolution, the party organization con- 
gress set forth 5 goals for the province to achieve in the next 3 years: to 
strive to move toward exploiting all existing and potential capabilities, to 
step up production and to create new changes in the field of distribution and 
circulation, for the purpose of stabilizing and gradually improving the stand- 
ard of living, first of all concentrating efforts on basically resolving the 
problem of food supply, resolving one step further the problem of clothing 
and responding better to the needs for housing, school, health care, trans- 
portation and recreation. To continue to build the important aspects of the 
material and technical base of socialism, to quickly apply scientific and tech- 
nical progresses in or'er to step up production, to raise labor productivity 
and to improve the quality of products and economic efficiency. To consoli- 
date and perfect the socialist production relationships in agriculture and in- 
dustry and to continue to transform commerce, fishery, small industry and 
handicrafts. To strengthen national defense and security and to fight the 
enemy's multifaceted war of destruction. To build a clean and strong party 
Organization, to heighten the party's leadership capacity and fighting power, 
to perfect and develop the effectiveness of management of the administrations 
at all levels, to consolidate the mass organizations and to build up districts 
and to strengthen the district level. 


Agriculture remains the forefront and has the task of continuing to resolve in 
a definite manner the province's grain problem by ensuring having enough to 
feed the people, to have some reserve and to give its share to the central ad- 
ministration, and at the same time firmly switching to growing more indus- 
trial crops in order to create a source of raw materials for production of con- 
sumer goods and export. To obtain in 1983 530,000 tons of grain (converted 
to paddy equivalent) and in 1985 from 560,000 to 580,000 tons, and to boost 
the per capita average to 370 kilograms. The principal measure to raise 
crop yield and output is to improve the uniformity of intensive cultivation, to 
pay attention to soil improvement, to raise the capacity of the southern dis- 
tricts to practice intensive cultivation and to overcome the lack of practice of 
intensive cultivation as applicable to subsidiary food crops. Every district 
must build the high yielding ricefields and ensure the average crop yield be- 
ing 11-12 tons per hectare for the districts in the northern part of the prov- 
ince and 6-7 tons in the southern part. Quang Nam-Da Nang has many indus- 
trial and special-product crops that can be grown in many areas as special- 
ized-cultivation crops. By 1985 to grow 5,000 hectares of strawberries, 
4,000 hectares of sugar cane and 1,000 hectares of tobacco and to extend the 
areas of cultivation of cinnamon, tung tree, peach, castor-oil plant, coconut 
and many other plants (peanut, soybean, pineapple, tea, pepper, etc.). To 
turn animal '\usbandry into a major production sector. In addition to the herd 
of hogs nur.» ring from 500,000 to 550,000 heads, to develop the raising of 
large domestic animals. The mountainous and sandy-soil areas, which have 
so far been underestimated, must be major targets. To combine together 
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forestry, agriculture and industry in order to develop the highland economy. 
To promote specialized cultivation of industrial crops and plants for export- 
ing purposes is to use in an economically effective manner the sandy-soil 
areas along the coast. To exploit vigorously the economic potential of the 
sea, first of all to increase the catch and processing of sea products and to 
pay attention to the high-productivity occupations and catching of sea products 
for export. 


Quang Nam-Da Nang is capable of becoming an industrial center of the country, 
first of all of the region. It has the responsibility to develop its strengths in 
industry and communications in order to serve not only the production needs 

in agriculture, forestry and fishery, production of consumer goods and export 
of the province but also the coastal provinces in Central Vietnam and the Cen- 
tral Highlands and other localities. Raw materials and energy are matters of 
decisive significance for industrial production. Therefore, the industrial, 
small industrial and handicraft production projects must be linked with those 
having to do with the specialized-cultivation industrial crops-growing areas 
and with supply of raw materials. To increase the electric power sources as 
a priority matter is very necessary. The right direction is to strongly in- 
crease hydroelectric power production (small hydroelectric power plants, 

Phu Ninh and An Diem hydroelectric power plants, completion of survey and 
planning and preparations for construction of the Con River hydroelectric pow- 
er plant of 60,000-kilowatt capacity). The need for electricity will be basical- 
ly satisfied by the construction of the Cau Do thermoelectric power plant of 
120, 000-kilowatt capacity, a key socialist project to be jointly undertaken by 
the central and local administrations. To plan and reorganize industrial, 
small industrial and handicraft production; to pay attention to fully using the 
local and central machine manufacturing capacity within the province; to quick- 
ly develop the mining and building materials industries; to turn the textile in- 
dustry into a leading one; and to step up production of consumer goods and 
goods for export, with the value of gross production to be increased to 650-700 
million dong by 1985. The production force of Da Nang City's small industry 
and handicrafts must be reorganized and reinforced. The province's guide- 
lines and goals for developing agriculture and industry and combining industry 
with agriculture reflect its understanding of the meaning of the socialist in- 
dustrialization in the first phase of the transitional period, as the 5th Party 


Congress has suggested. 


To export in order to import is a strategic offensive prong that will help to 
create balance for the economy. Quang Nam-Da Nang will promote an abso- 
lute exploitation of all potential capabilities and strengths; strongly attract all 
sectors, localities and production installations, as well as all economic com- 
ponents and people, toward participating in making goods for export; and set 
a rich and diversified pattern for production of such goods, with major and 
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unique items, large volume and high quality. The struggle on the distribu- 

tion and circulation front, in market management and for the transformation 
of commerce lately has been neglected. To establish the socialist order on 
this front is an urgent matter. 


With the fine momentum it has created, Quang Nam-Da Nang Province will 
be striving to move quickly, to move vigorously and to make more positive 
contributions to the changes of the country. 


5598 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


CHART OF PRIVATE COMMERCIAL INCOME TAXES PUBLISHED 


Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 12 Mar 83 p 4 


(Chart of Progressive Commercial Income Taxes Applicable to Everyone E in 
Private Industry and Commerce (Accompanying the Law of 26 February 1983) | 
(Text | 
Taxable Monthly Transportation Service Commercial and 
Step Income and Production Sectors Restaurant Sectors 
Sectors 

l Up to 500 dong 12% 1& 24% 

2 . a 15 20 30 

3 " 1,500 ” 18 2h 5s) 

4 * o00 * 22 29 46 

5 "2,500 ® 26 bad Dad 

6 ’ a x 40 60 


If the income subject to taxation exceeds 3,000 dong per month, in addition to 
the maximum tax rate listed above the following supplementary taxes must be paid: 
5 to 10 percent for the production and transportation sectors and 10 to 20 per- 
cent for the commercial, restaurant, and service sectors. 


The production, transportation, and service cooperatives are not subject to the 
supplementary tax rates. If their income exceeds 3,000 dong per month the maxi- 
mum tax rate listed in the chart applies. 


In the event that there is a change in the tax bracket, in calculating taxes of 
the person subjected to the tax mate at the higher step it is necessary to ensure 
that the after-tax income of such people is not lower than the after-tax income 


of those with the highest income level in the step below. 


The commercial installations in the retail or service sectors and trades must 
pay an additional 10 percent tax beyond the tax calculated in accordance with 


the above tax table. 


With regard to income from speculation and price increasing, a special tax rate 
of 100 percent is applied. 
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Product: 
I. Foodstuffs, tobacco: 
1. Cooking oils 
2. Wheat noodles: 
3. Shrimp paste: 
4. Fish sauce, dipping sauce: 
5. Areca nuts (fresh or dried): 
6. Dried tea: 
7. Machinemade icecream, ice, soft drinks: 
8. Honey and sugars 
9. Special maritime products (birds' nests, shark fins, 
abalone, sea slugs): 

10. Peppercorns: 
ll. Coffee: 
12. Waterpipe tobacco, tobacco, shreded tobacco: 
13. Spirits made from fruits 


~ 


Tax Chart of New Products 


(Accompanying the Law of 26 February 1983) 


II. Everyday items:* 


. Paper of all kinds: 
. Soap: 


Ordinary items made of earthemare, 
pottery, glass, or wood: 


Expensive wooden items: 


Ordinary items made of iron, aluminum, sheet netal, 
tin, stainless steel, cast iron: 


Plated and cooper metal items: 


Items made of rubber (including recycled rubber), 
leather, or artificial leather: 


Items made of plastic or nylon (including recycled 
plastic or nylon): 


Electrical goods used in daily lifes 





Toys are not subject to merchandise taxes. 
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$8 








id. 


li. 
12. 


- WN Ye 


All 


ow On a 


Artistic goods made of earthenware, porcelain, glass, 
ivory, bone, rattan, or lacquerware: 


Bicycle spare parts: 
Automobile spare parts: 


IV. Other goods: 


Candles: 
Incense, votive paper, firecrackers: 


Cosmetics: powder, lipstick, perfume: 
Playing cards: 


¥. Non-commercial export goods 
not tax exempts 


types of non-commercial goods eligible for export: 


VI. Non-commercial imports not 
exempt from taxes: 


Machinery and equipment used in industry, agriculture, 
fishing, forestry, communications and transportation, 
construction, medicine, and science-technology (includ- 
ing spare parts and components): 


Raw materials for production: 


Sewing machines and small machinery for the 
production of consumer goods (looms, bamboo 
lathes, etc.), tools, and spare parts: 


Gauges (thermometors, water meters, electricity 
meters, etc.): 


Eyeglasses, telescopes, astronomical lenses, lenses 
used in science and technology, spare parts and 
components: 


Medicines and drugs: 
School supplies and office supplies: 
Musical instruments and partss 


Sports and physical education equipment (including 
stopwatches, sports and physical education clothing): 


Toys: 
Foodstuffs: 
Milks 


Sugar, cakes, candy, vanilla, seasoning, MSG, soup 
stock, cheese, chocolate, cacao, etc. 
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12. Textiles and ready-made clothing: 
13. Adding machines, typewriters, duplicating machines: 


14. Electrical appliances, electric lightbulbs, 
electrical equipment: 


15. Fountain pens, ballpoint pens, and parts: 


16. Sunglasses: 


17. Still camera film, movie camera fila, slides, photo- 
graphic paper, photocopy paper, film developing 


SSS BBS 





chemicals: 30 
18. Cigarette lighters, flashlights, flints, flash- 

light bulbs: 30 
19. Watches and spare parts: 40 
20. Cameras, photocopy machines, movie projectors, 

movie cameras, and spare parts: 40 
21. Record players, turntables, radios, television sets, 

tape recorders, records and tapes (unrecorded and 

recorded): 40 
22. Bicycles, motorbicycles, automobiles, tourist buses, 

motorboats, spare parts, and tires: 40 
23. Refrigerators and spare parts: 40 
24. Videorecorders and video tapes (recorded or 

unrecorded): 60 
25. Cosmetics, scented soap, jewelry not made of precious 

precious metals, and the other luxury goods: 60 
26. The other types of consumer goods: 3x 
Vietnamese citizens who are sent by the state on assignment or to work abroad 


and use their legitimate income to purchase goods to bring back or back 
their families are exempt from the taxes imposed by the Council of Ministers. 
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ECONOMIC PLANNING, TRADE AND FINANCE 


MISUSE OF RATION STAMPS, COUPONS EXPOSED 

Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 22 Jan 83 p 3 

[Article by Tr. Th.: “Food Distribution and Management} 
[Text] Where Have the Large-Sized Chubs and Carps Gone? 


Consumers are issued fish ration coupons but they can rarely buy tasty fish. 
Though the most appetizing types of fish such as large-sized chubs and carps 
are not abundant, there must be a few people who can buy them even though 
they are in short supply. However, in the consumers’ opinion, hardly anyone 
can buy them except the state store employees, their close acquaintances and 
the persons with whom they have underhand dealings. Therefore, the question 
is: Where have the large-sized chubs and carps gone? 


About a month ago, in the vicinity of a [state] food store in the Hom market, 
Ms Nga who was in charge of the market management managed to uncover an in- 
stance of fish being sneak2d out of the state “*ore counter and handed over 
to traders. The person who directly received the "sneaked" batch of fish was 
the daughter of Mrs S.--a well-known fishwife in the market. This batch of 
fish weighed 12 kgs in total and each chub weighed more than 1 kg. 


No sooner had a few days passed since the large-sized chubs incident that 
another case relating to carps was apprehended by public security agents. The 
persons involved were the same--that is, Mrs. S. and her daughter. This fish 
batch weigh 9 kgs and was composed entirely of good quality carps. There was 
an additional detail: Mrs. S. and her daughter offered a bribe of 100 dong to 
the agents who arrested them. Naturally, this act was exposed and the inci- 
dent was reported to the Food Corporation by the zonal public security post. 


The Stricter the Measures, the More Subtie the Tricks 


Why and how can illegal dealers buy good quality fish? According to the com 
rades in charge of management, these dealings revolve around the connections 
between insiders and outsiders and are based on the “mutual benefit" formula. 


Actual facts have demonstrated that the more managerial measures are taken and 
the stricter the managerial method is, the more subtle the ruses and tricks 
played by wicked state store employees will be. These employees have continued 
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to sell fish to traders and to receive ration stamps from the latter but the 
selling price is higher than the fixed one. Sometimes traders obtain fish 
without having to submit ration stamps because the sellers have purchased 
these stamps from other illegal dealers in order to justify the quantity of 
fish sold. A box in each ration stamp which entitles the bearer to buy 1 kg 
{of fish] is bought at the price of about 10 dong while | kg of carp is sold 
on the market for nearly 50 dong. After deducting the purchas< price of 
stamps and the money paid to the [state] store (at the supply price), the 
traders make a profit of about 30 dong from each kilogram of fish. 


Ms Nga, a state store employee, said: “‘*t is enough for them if they can 
make a deal of some kilograms of fish and also some kilograms of meat by the 


same permutation method.” 
Cut-out Coupons AreStill Being Circulated in Practice 


The Home Trade Ministry has strictly forbidden the purchase and sale of food 
by means of cut-out coupons. But the illegal dealers in ration stamps and 
coupons are always ready to buy coupons even though they have been cut out. 
This practice proves that there is a connection between insiders and out- 
siders. Whenever state stores have a stock of good-quality sea or fresh water 
fish, the private traders’ counters in various markets will have exactly the 


same kind of fish. 


We have met with managerial comrades at different echelons and with public 
security agents and cadres directly in charge of the management of various 
markets. All of them have given the same answer: "We know that the illegal 
dealers buy commondities by using cut-out coupons but we find it very diffi- 
cult to catch them red-handed." As said above, the reason is that the bad 
elements’ activities have become more subtle. 





A few weeks ago, the public security station at the Dong Xuan market caught 
an illegal dealer, [searched him] and found that he was in possession not only 
of a number of entire ration coupons but also of about 60 cut-out ones bear- 


ing various symbols. 
Why Have the Owners of Ration Coupons Sold Them? 


Despite the present stage of strict management, the purchase and sale of ra- 
tion stamps and coupons are continuing. The illegal dealers buy entire sets 
of ration coupons. For example, they buy an entire set of ration coupons 
bearing the symbol E which is valid for the whole year and a fuel and commod- 
ity buying card at a total price of 1,000 dong. If we make a rough estimate 
by subtracting from the market prices the supply prices at which various 
types of goods--such as meat, beans, fish sauce, monosodium glutamate, kero- 
sene, etc.--can be bought, we will find that the illegal traders derive a 
profit of nearly 1,000 dong from each set of ration cards. These calculations 
are made on the basis of normal prices of ordinary goods. In reality, when- 
ever the illegal dealers want to buy some commodities, they can buy those of 
good quality and can make a greater profit. 
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A question has been raised: Why have the rightful owners of ration coupons 
sold them? 


We have called on many consumers and asked their opinions. 


There are many reasons why the owners of coupons sell them. Some need a full 
amount of money at once to spend so they “sell the coupons and happen what 
may."" Some sell their kerosene coupons because they prefer using firewood 

in cooking. But many confide that because they have had a hard time buying 
commodities with ration cards and coupons and because the quality of the 
goods bought was unsatisfactory, they had to sell the coupons. 


When expressing his opinion, a comrade agreed with the coupon sellers though 
he personnaly did not sell his own coupons. 


This comrade worked at the X department. He said: “Once I bought fish sauce 
but had to throw it away the next day because had I used it for cooking, it 
would have spoiled my meals." 


What Must Done Now? 


Eliminating the negative activities around food stores will be a complex and 
difficult task requiring the use of coordinated forces. 


Striving to ensure a fairly good quality of commodities and to serve consumers 
in a convenient fashion and to a fixed extent will also contribute to limit- 
ing the purchase and sale of ration stamps and coupons. 


According to the comrades in charge of the management boards of the Dong Xuan 
and Hom markets, it is primarily important and indispensable to take “strict 
intramural measures and also stern disciplinary ones against the delinquent 
state store personnel." 


At present, the food sector is trying to bring commodities right into each 
ward. This is feasible and if a strict management is exercised, negative ac- 
tivities will be limited. 


Confined to a small area, illegal dealers will be unmasked easily. The people 
and administration in each ward will have the conditions to coordinate with 
state stores to carry out control and inspection more conveniently [if all 

the above-mentioned measures are implemented]. 


9332 
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AGRICULTURE 





PROVINCES EXPAND GROWING OF EXPORT CROPS 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 10 Mar 83 pp 1,4 


(VNA News Release: “Thanh Hoa, Nghe Tinh, Ha Nam Ninh, and An Giang Expand 
Area Planted in Agricultural Products for Export” | 


[ Text | Thanh Hoa is endeavoring to increase the value of agricultural products 
for export to 10 million dong in 1983, a sum 2.5 times greater than in 192. 
Tho Xuan District has set aside nearly 1,800 hectares for growing peanuts, 
peppers, and soybeans. The district has planted 1,250 hectares of peanuts and 
peppers, double the area in 1962. 


The district has zoned concentrated peanut-growing areas in the villages 
along the banks of the Chu River, where the soil is friable and well drained. 


The district’s seedstock station prepared sufficient seedstock to help the 
cooperatives expand their peanut, pepper, and soybean areas. The coopera- 
tives in the peanut-growing areas produced or purcheased nearly 1,000 tons of 
granulated lime and phosphate fertiliser to spread on the peanuts. The 
cooperatives with large peanut areas, such as Tho Lap, Tho Lam, Xuan lan, 
etc., spread between 300 and 500 kilograms of granulated lime and between 3 
and 4 tons of composted manure. 


Tho Xuan District has completed the planting of 1,000 hectares of peanuts and 
is preparing everything necessary to plant 200 hectares of peppers and 500 
hectares of soybenas. 


By the end of February 1963 the peasants of Nghia Dan District in Nghe Tinh 
Province had broadcast-sown 1,500 hectares of soybeans and peanuts, nearly a 
three-fold increase over the same period last year. The district strengthened 
its guidance of the villages in planting the various kinis of crops on bottonm- 
land, on garden land, and on land at the foot of hills in order to gradually 
replace the crops with low economic effectiveness. In Nguyen Dan District 
2,000 hectares of red basalt soil which had been used to grow manioc have been 
changed over to growing soybeans and peanuts. 


In addition to the contracted-out collective land, the district encouraged the 
peasant households to broadcast-sow soybenas and peanuts on cleared wasteland, 
hillside land, bottomland, the peasants’ "5 percent land,” etc. The district 
also coordinated with the foreign trade, agriculture, agricultural products, 
and marketing cooperative sectors in order to buy or exchange peanut seedstock 
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to supply to the people. Therefore, Nghia Hung village was able to complete 
the broadcast-sowring of 100 hectares of peanuts during the best part of the 
planting season, and the villages of Nghia Khanh, Nghia An, and Nghia Duc 
broadcast-sowed three to four times more soybeans and peanuts than during the 
previous seasons. 


The low-lying district of Y Yen in Ha Nam Ninh Province zoned an area to grow 
peanuts and soybeans during the spring season. The district encouraged the 
cooperatives to fully utilize all land that could be used to grow peanuts and 
soybeans, including land used to grow rice seedlings for the fifth month 
rice crop. The district also guided the cooperatives in positively inter- 
planting soybeans and growing them as catch crops on land used to grow 
subsidiary food crops. To date Y Yen District has broadcast-sown more than 
200 hectares of peanuts and nearly 60 hectares of spring soybeans. 


While endeavoring to expand its area, Y Yen District has also helped the 
cooperatives apply the intensive crop cultivation measures. Nearly all of 
the area growing soybeans and peanuts has been plowed and harrcwed early and 
carefully and it has been ensured that irrigation and drainage can be 
regulated when necessary. 


Thau Thanh District in An Giang Province has planted 5,220 hectares of 
sesame on recently harvested rice paddies, an area more than twice that cal- 
led for by the plan and equal to nearly half of the area planted in sesame in 


the province. 


More than 10,000 hectares in Chau Thanh District had previously only been 
direct-sown one 10th month rice crop and then left fallow during the winter- 
spring season. During this year's winter-spring season the district has 
adopted the policy of both expanding the area planted in quickly maturing 
spring rice varieties and changing over some of the area to growing sesame and 
tne various types of legume crops in order to increase exports. 


The district has zoned a sesame-growing area consisting of 10 of the 14 vil- 
lages in the district, and has sent cadres to each village, hamlet, and pro- 
duction collective to select appropriate land in order to draft correct 
sesame-growing norms. The district has studied the sesame-growing experiences 
of Chau Phu District, while organizing technical training in sesame growing 
for 150 cadres of the production collectives and production committees of the 
villages and hamlets in the district. There are now more than 4.000 hectares 
of cultivated sesame, and 13 villages have signed two-way contracts to supply 
the state with agricultural products for export. 
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AGRICULTURE 


ARTICLE ANALYZES STRUCTURE OF HIGHLAND FAMILY ECONOMY 


Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 9 Mar 83 pp 2, 4 


[ Article by Nguyen Van Huy, Institute of Ethnology: '' Family Economy in the 
Highlands" | 


[Text] Structure of Highland Family Economy 


The base of the family economy in the highlands is very rich and of many 
forms. In its main structure, we must first mention land. The situation of 
the 5 percent of land, after more than 20 years, has undergone many major 


changes. 


Quite a large number of families among the ethnic minorities like Tay, Nung, 
Thai and ethnic Vietnamese do not have land to till as their additional work. 
According to the documents resulting from a social ethnic investigation in a 
number of districts in Son La, Bac Thai and Lang Son Provinces, 86. 38 per- 
cent of the Thai, 59.95 percent of the Nung, 46.05 percent of the Tay and 
46.67 percent of the ethnic Vietnamese population do not have "' family land'' 
to till on a private basis. Generally speaking, nearly one-half of the popula- 
tion of collectivized farmers covered by the investigation do not have such 
land. This percentage is particularly high among the Thai people, for of 
every 1,000 Thai farmers only 130 have land to till as their additional work. 


Among those who do have land, the size of their '' family land" also varies -- 
some people have less than 100 square meters, but quite a few of them have 
more than 400 square meters. Among the Tay and Nung, as well as among 
the ethnic Vietnamese (in Bac Thai Province), family land is distributed rela- 
tively evenly. The people having 301 square meters or more account for 
about 60 percent (among the Tay and Nung) or over 50 percent (among the 
ethnic Vietnamese). It is obvious that with such land areas, the volume of 
paddy produced by families, which does not include the shares that coopera- 
tives distributed in the past or contract out now, represents a considerable 
grain contribution. 
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In the highlands, upland field plays an important role in supplying of grain 
(rice, corn and manioc) to families. In many places, upland field plays a 
greater role than rice-growing land does. The percentage of people having 
no upland field is much less than that of those having no land. Although the 
sizes of family upland field vary in different localities, in general the people 
having 100 square meters or more of upland field play a considerable role. 


Garden is a formula developed by the settled agricultural population to pro- 
mote crop-growing. Depending on localities and ethnic groups, gardens play 
different roles in life. In the highlands and midlands, since there are no sta- 
bles and sties for domestic animals, which still roam freely, there are not 
very many gardens around houses. In addition, the ethnic groups that still 
practice nomadic farming and nomadic life are not used to have gardens. Veg- 
etables and beans are grown in upland field as companion crops along with 
rice, or at the edge of forests. In the lowlands, except for a number of local- 
ities that have the tradition of growing pears, apricots, peaches and plums 

in gardens (in Lang Son and Cao Bang Provinces), in a number of other local- 
ities of the Tay and Nung, in recent decades growing things in gardens has 
become a habit but has not developed itself into an occupation as in the low- 
lands. As to the Thai people, although they have not developed gardening ac- 
tivities as much as the Tay and Nung people have done, as much as 63.7 per- 
cent of Thai families have gardens. 


The gardens of most families are less than 100 square meters, but there are 
some families having more than 1,200 square meters of garden. 


The major garden products are vegetables, beans, sugar cane, a number of 
fruit trees and some trees grown for providing wood. 


Here and there, along rivers and streams, particularly large rivers, there 
are sandbanks, which are land for crop-growing and, depending on localities, 
play different roles in the family economy. 


We can summarize the general allocation of various kinds of family crop- 
growing land in the highlands as follows: upland field + garden + rice-growing 
land + sandbank and a combination of them. Depending on localities, there is 
an interchange of role between garden and "family land. "' 


Family animal husbandry in the highlands is under favorable conditions for 
development. Almost all families raise hogs and chickens. The number of 
families that raise two hogs per year accounts for a majority. The number 
of families that raise 4 hogs or more accounts for over 10 percent of the Tay 
and Nung families and 8.65 percent of the ethnic Vietnamese families. Almost 
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all families raise less than 50 chickens per year, but there are families that 
raise more than 50 chickens. Depending on localities, there is a habit of 
raising ducks. In some localities like Trang Dinh (Lang Son Province), duck 
raising as an occupation is quite developed in both the collective and family 
sectors. Many families raise tens and hundreds of ducks each year. 


The raising of large domestic animals did not develop much in recent years. 
In spite of the fact that in the past every family did raise some water buffa- 
loes and cattle (at least a few heads, or the most a few dozens or 100 heads), 
now 73.24 percent of the ethnic Vietnamese families, 58.79 percent of the 
Tay families and 39.83 percent of the Nung families do not have their own 
water buffaloes. The families that do raise water buffaloes have only one or 
two heads, and very few families have more than four or five heads. 


Almost all families in Dai Tu and Phu Luong Districts (Bac Thai) and Chi 
Lang District (Lang Son) raise neither cattle nor horses. The families that 
do have only one or two horses. 


In the highlands, because of geographical conditions, crop-growing habits 
and the fact that there are fewer ponds there than in the delta, the source of 
pond fish does not play a big role. Many localities have recently dug ponds to 
raise fish, particularly since the day the " Uncle Ho fish ponds"' movement 
was launched. Raising fish in ricefields has long been developed in the Tay 
and Nung areas. But lately this form of fish raising has declined because of 
the new crop-growing techniques (using chemical fertilizers and insecticide), 
as well as the new land management method. 


Beekeeping as an occupation is quite popular and is being developed further 
everyday. Many families keep dozens of beehives and earn considerable an- 


nual income. 


As we talk about the structure of family economy, we must also mention fam- 
ily handicrafts. The ethnic people have many handicrafts, such as spinning, 
weaving native brocade, carding cotton, making furniture, building houses, 
making molasses, pressing to get oil, distilling anise oil, making pottery, 
forging, casting, etc. Almost all minority people do know at least a few hand- 
icrafts. Women know how to spin yarn, to weave cotton materials, to dye 
with indigo; men know how to weave baskets, to forge, to cast. Most ethnic 
handicraftsmen *re closely attached to their land. If handicrafts are not sepa- 
rated from ag: -ulture, they are only secondary occupations. Such handi- 
craft products as cotton materials, yarn, etc. are mainly to satisfy family 
needs; only a few products like furniture made of small bamboo, pottery, 
molasses, oil, etc. become commodities. Some handicrafts reach a high 
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level of achievement, with attractive products of good value, such as weaving 
native brocade. But in the case of many occupations, techniques remain too 
simple; productivity is low; work is done in the traditional way, with secrets 
being transmitted from generation to generation and without any major im- 
provements, such as weaving materials without looms in Tay Bac, spinning 
yarn by the manual method and using traditional tools to crush and card cot- 
ton. 


To get products from the local forests is one of the outstanding features of 
the highland ethnic minorities’ family economy. We can say it is the strength 
of the latter as compared to the delta. To pick and extract products from 
local forests is an important source of income, first of all to provide fami- 
lies with foods and to boost their income. There are many things to be ob- 
tained: wood, slender bamboo, rattan and medicinal materials (thuc dia [Reh- 
mannia glutinosa], cardamom, cinnamon, cam thao [ Glycyrrhiza uralensis], 
etc.). Here we have the problem of organizing rational exploitation and pur- 
chase of forest products to make it advantageous for both the family economy 
and the state. | 


One of the matters we need to find out in connection with the family economy 
is the question of using excess products. The agricultural and forest prod- 
ucts that result from crop growing, animal husbandry and exploitation of for- 
ests, after the shares for consumption are put aside, in reality become com- 
modities. Through answers to this question in the survey sheet, '' Last year 
what kind of agricultural products did your family sell? ,'' we know that meats 
(pork and buffalo meat) and manioc are the two commodities that are used for 
exchanges in most cases. In addition, depending on different localities and 
ethnic minorities, other often-used commodities are forest products, tobacco, 
tea, paddy, corn, etc. Generally speaking, in the minority zones, the major 
grain (paddy and corn) is seldom sold. This reflects the fact that the com- 
modities-based economy here is underdeveloped and that people tend not to 
sell the major grain items. 


Family income can be calculated by taking into consideration the available 
material resources and cash resulting from sales of agricultural products. 
There are relatively few families whose income from the sales of agricultural 
products amounts to more than 1,000 dong. Most income is less than 400 
dong. This state of things is far from proportionate to the abundant capacity 
of family economy. 


As to the excess agricultural products, farmers often sell them right in the 
village or the district where they reside. They seldom go beyond the district 
boundaries or to other districts in the province. This fact clearly points to 
the many limits in the level of circulation of goods. 
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Farmers usually sell excess products to the state and local people, with the 
state being the principal buyer. The role of marketing cooperatives in the 
highlands is very small. 


Some Observations 
From the above-mentioned facts, we can draw the following observations: 


The structure of the highland family economy has its own characteristics that 
are different from that in the lowlands. While in the lowlands this structure 
mainly consists of gardens, ponds, stables and sties for animal raising and 
handicrafts, in the highlands the outstanding features of this structure are 
family upland field and land and forest products. Ponds for fish raising here 
do not play any major role. In many parts of the highlands proper importance 
is not attached yet to gardens and gardening is still to become a habit. We 
can generally say that the family economy in the lowlands is mainly based on 
gardens and in the highlands on slash-burn upland field. Here it is common 
to have nomadic-farming or crop-rotation upland field. Consequently, as we 
encourage development of the family economy, if we aim at developing its 
principal means of production, i.e., slash-burn upland field, the unavoidable 
consequences will be the fact that forest destruction will continue to be in- 


creased. 
Correct Direction for Development 


To let the family economy develop in a healthy manner to benefit both the coun- 
try and families, we should take the direction of building its structure mainly 
consisting of gardens, ponds, stables and sties and handicrafts and developing 
the potential capabilities of forests, as well as improving the existing forests. 


To systematically develop gardens in the highlands, particularly among the 
minorities that still practice nomadic farming, means to change an entire 
pattern of production and living and to build a new habit and a new way of life. 
This is a necessary but not so easy job that requires persistent motivation. 
The crop cultivation pattern for gardens in the highlands is not the same as 
that in the lowlands, of course. Study and issue guidelines suitable for the 
geographical and climatic conditions and strengths of each locality and move 
toward building specialized-cultivation gardens to accommodate special- 
product crops. 


The ability to develop fish-raising ponds in the highlands is a reality that has 
been proved. In many localities, to dig ponds for fish raising has led to con- 
siderable sources of income for collectives and families. It is necessary to 
study the full use of steep slopes, to put aside reasonable amount of land for 
digging ponds, to supply the right kinds of fry and to create models. 
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Pay more attention to large domestic animals like water buffaloes, cattle, 
goats and horses in connection with family animal-raising in the highiands. 
Families there have the ability to raise more buffaloes, cattle and horses. 
Study the measures of encouragement, particularly prices for purchases and 
sales. To bring technical progresses into both family and collective a: imal 


husbandry is an urgent need. 


To have guidelines for a correct development of handicrafts, first of all we 
should organize a basic survey of the conditions and capabilities of traditional 
handicrafts in different localities and have plans for restoring and developing 
each and every occupation in an appropriate manner. Within the policy of 
encouraging family handicrafts, on the one hand, in the case of some family 
handicrafts that have disappeared or have been declining (like weaving in the 
lowlands), we should urgently study the situation in order to take the right 
measures to restore them. On the other hand, pay attention to technical im- 
provement and improving the traditional tools in order to raise productivity 


and product quality. 


To develop the potential capabilities of forests and to improve the existing 
forests is a strength of not only the highland economy in general, but also 

the family economy among minority farmers in particular. The question is 
not only to extract forest products in a rational manner but also to pay atten- 
tion to reproduction of this means of production, or forests, namely to affor- 
est land and to improve and take care of forests (garden-forests). It is here 
that the family economy (if it is developed in the right direction), being close- 
ly combined with the collective and state-run economy, will show its consider- 
able effects. The experience of many localities shows that developing this 
kind of garden-forests is a move that deserves encouragement. 


The commodities-based economy in the highlands is generally still underde- 
veloped. The ''excess'' agricultural products that possibly become commodi- 
ties, including grain, constitute a great potential. The question is to study 
how to take the necessary measures to encourage development of the commod- 
ities-based economy in the highlands in general, and to develop the effects of 
marketing cooperatives in particular in order to, on the one hand, promote 
family-based production to satisfy the needs of farmers’ life, and on the other 
hand , create favorable conditions for the state to get hold of the necessary 
grain and goods for distribution to society as a whole. To improve the activ- 
ities of marketing cooperatives is a positive measure to develop the family 
economy not only in the lowlands but also in the highlands. 


Finally, to organize a harmonious combination of the family and collective 
economies, with the collective economy being the leading factor under the con- 
ditions for achieving the new management system in the agricultural coopera- 
tives, currently is a matter of principle in its significance. The formula 
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calling for signing end-product contracts with laborers and including contract- 
ing out land, opening of new land, afforestation, caring for forests and rais- 
ing of water buffaloes and cattle, with rational contracting norms, is a good 
measure to take to achieve such a combination. 
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HEAVY INDUSTRY AND CONSTRUCION 


PROBLEMS OF ELECTRICITY IN HANOI AREA DISCUSSED 
Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 23 Feb 83 pp 3,4 
[Article by Quay Cat: "More About the Matter of Electricity” | 


[ Text ] During the days before Tet, although nearly all of the factories in 
the capital cease production the use of electricity greatly increases. 
Electric power consumption increases by .4 to .5 million KWH per day and 
capacity increases by 10,000 KW. That proves that a great deal of electricity 
is consumed for civilian use. On New Year's Eve 300 fuses were blown and 
automatic circuit breakers kicked on in the city because of excessive use of 
electricity. 


It must be said in all fairness that during the Tet period, and as of now, the 
electricity service has been better than in the past. Although many people 
have complained, there have been some letters commending the Electric Power 
Service. Among the customers commending the electricity sector were the Kim 
Lien collective housing area, the Dong Da maternity clinic, etc. The thing 
most worthy of criticism was perhaps the 30-minute power cutage around Bo Ho 
on New Year's Eve. That was the first time in many years that, because of the 
excessive use of electricity, a transformer station's high-voltage fuse was 
blown. It is truly regrettable that electricity was lost in the center of 
the city on New Year's Eve. A number of places, such as the Thanh Cong col- 
lective housing area, have been slow in dealing with electricity thieves. In 
the other places the cadres and workers of the Electric Power Service have 
made all-out efforts. Throughout the Tet period, the director and the Electric 
Power Service and the cadres inspected the electricity networks in many places 
in and outside the city, often at 0200 or 0300 hours. A number of electricity 
branches have begun to make progress. The people, who are always very fair, 
are aware of that. But there have been many negative things on the part of 
the electricity sector and the electricity consumers since last year. Begin- 
ning now, it is clear that there must be a strong transformation, for if the 
phenomena mentioned below if no truly strong steps are taken to stop them and 
if there is no truly scientific working method and pure, truly socialist 


thought. 
Priority ... Priority 


H.B. Street is a main street in Hanoi, but it is also affected by a common 
difficulty: it has no electricity during the day, and at night there is 
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electricity only from 1830 hours to 0600 hours the next day, and at times the 
electricity is turned off by 2200 hours. While we are enthusiastic over the 
Pha Lai thermoelectric project and the Hoa Binh hydroelectric project, which 
will soon be completed, we are also temporarily satisfied with the present 
supply of electricity. We only want fair distribution. But even on thay 
street only a segment with a few houses has electricity all day and all night. 
Who lives in those houses? One person is a hatmaker, one takes wedding photo- 
graphs, one is a hair stylist, a few are cadres, and one woman has an unknown 
occupation. At night, when the electricity if off, those houses are still 
well-lighted, and all day the sound of raucous music flares up from time to 
time as if challenging all of the law-abiding families living nearby and the 
passersby. After the situation had gotten out of hand an electricity inspec- 
tion team arrived to make out a report. The next day the hatmaker no longer 
had priority with regard to the supplying of electricity. That was only 
fair. But the other households continued to receive priority as usual, as 

if the governmental administration were being ignored. It was amusing that 
the wedding photographer boasted that "I have priority in the supplying of 
electricity.” So what were the standards of those households? Did they have 
important positions? No. Was it necessary that they be given special treat- 
ment? No again. Is the state responsible for giving special treatment to the 
wedding photographer and the hair stylish so that they can ply their trades? 


According to public opinion, and to the admissions cof the photographer, he had 
to bribe someone with several thousand dong. It will take an investigation 
to find out the identity of that person. That is something that cannot be 
tolerated in this regime. Priority should not be based on money. 


That is not a unique instance. There have been similar cases on all Hanoi 
streets. The following is an excerpt from one of the many letters sent by 
readers to the board of editors: 


"Many nights such crowded streets as Hang Dao, Hang Ngang, Hang Duong, Hang 
Buon, etc., have been pitch black because there was no electricity, or were 
well-lit but suddenly lost electricity. However, some of the houses still 
had light. Examples include the Giang Tay store at No 77 Hang Duong Street, 
the stores at nos 120 and 122 Hang Buon Street, and many other buildings. 
Many people are very displeased and are critical of a number of powerplant 
workers who, in pursuit of money, act contrary to the state's electricity 
management and distribution policy.” (Letter from Mr. V of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, date 18 January). 


With regard to the matter of priority in the supplying of electricity, I know 
of a number of production bases, both cooperative and individual, which fall 
under that category. The time specified in contracts has long since past but 
cadres of the electricity sector have not yet reviewed then. 


I once spoke with a cad “he electricity sector about that matter. He 
replied, “As far as we wcerned, it’s only a matter of reading the elec- 
tricity meter and colleciiug the money. The question of priority is not 
worthy of much attention.” We completely disagree with that opinion. That 
is a political mtter, a matter of social justice. In the future, can the 
Electric Power Service elimimte such improper “priority”? 
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Beyond the Scope of the Law 


The stealing of electricity has recently been very widespread. That stealing 
takes place in many ways: hooking up to priority lines, bypassing electricity 
meters, rendering meters incperative, etc. 


such stolen electricity is used to cook meals, cook bran for hog feed, neat 
bath water, run machinery to vulcanize and form tires, etc. None of that 
electricity is paid for. The volunteer youth who propagandize and inspect the 
use of electricity for the HCMCYU chapter of the Electric Power Service, who 
coordinated with th municipal public security police in insptecting the use 
of electricity in the collective housing areas in the city for a week, un- 
covered thousands of violations confiscated kilometers of electric wire that 
tad been hooked up illegally, and made hundreds of reports. For example, when 
inspecting the Truong Dinh collective housing area they made 30 reports on 
violations. Examples of the violations were the manufacturing of ersatz “Sao 
Vang” tires, the carding ot cotton by means of a 6HP motor to produce bicycle 
tires, etc., by bypassing the electricity meters. Before the inspection, the 
area was dimly lit, but after the inspection it was brighter. (Before the in- 
spection, a meter at a transformer station showed a reading of SOA, but 
after the inspection it read 722A, so there was a reduction of 256A). Similar 
violations were uncovered during the nights when the collective housing areas 
in Hoan Kiem, Ba Dinh, and Dong Da wards. One family with an electric stove 
used all three 600W burners, one place used a machine to mold bicycle pedals, 
and many places used electricity to heat bran to feed to hogs and to heat bath 


water. 


Even so, those results represent progress and remind violators to obey the 
law. in fact, they haven't had much effect, for a few days later those people 
were again stealing electricity. I went to an alley in Hoan Kiem Ward. Pre- 
viously, many households had hooked up to the priority electricity line of a 
nearby factory for use in illegal production and for daily life. The inspec- 
tion group had gone there to make out a report and confiscate the illegal 
wires, so the entire alley had lost its source of illegal electricity. But 
when I went there only 2 days later I found that things were the same as 
before. The people there had bought electric wiring and illegally hooked on 
to the grid. The households were still “nonchalant” and had to pay no money 
but had electricity all day and all night, as if challenging the governmental 
administration. 


There is one very strange thing. People who are caught red-handed in stealing 
property are brought to justice and punished. Although the stealing of elec- 
tricity takes place continually, day after day and month after month, harms 
state property, causes a loss of solidarity, and has a bad political effect, 
there have been no instances of people being brought to court and punished. 
The electricity stealers are still criminals who are outside the scope of the 


law. 
Drums Beat in One Direction, Bugles Blow in the Other Direction 


We are making efforts to ensure that in the future there will be sufficient 
electricity for production and daily life. With the slogan of “economy is a 
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rational policy,” at that time the use of electricity will be planned and 
economy will still be the central concern. Even the advanced countries with 
guch electricity are conscious of economiging in the use of electricity, and 
regard that as being essential. When the light is turned on at the head of 
the stairs it turns off when the person reaches the bottom of the stairs. In 
many countries, designs are such that when an office is locked the entire 
electrical system in the office is turned off. As for us, we use electricity 
freely and are short of electricity for many tasks. 


Although there is a shortage of electricity, on the streets of Hanoi both 
private and state stores sell electric stoves, electric heaters, hotplate 
coils, etc. One state store sells thousands of electric stoves a year, and 
that does not include thousands of electric teapots and many other things 
which should not be used hastily and consume excessive electricity. 


At :. time when the Electric Power Service issued a communique forbidding the 
use of electric stoves, they were still being produced. People who return 
from abroad often bring back hotplate coils because they can be sold ata 
good price. Small 25 W or 15 W lightbulbs are practically unavailable, but 
100 W bulbs are in plentiful supply. As for florescent bulbs, which are both 
bright and use less electricity, the price on the outside is quite expensive 
compared to the state price. If they could buy them at the state price, some 
people would buy them. Thus management appeals for people not to use equip- 
ment which use much electricity, the production and commercial parties con- 
tinue to sell all they can, which is a contradiction. 


When an inspection team confiscated electric stoves every was confused: many 
electric stoves were sold on the market, so why were they confiscated, and 

if they were forbidden, why were they produced? The mtter that is possed is 
quite clear: responsibility for economiging electricity must be a common 
responsibility. In fact, the illegal use of electricity is not the responsi- 
bility of the electricity sector alone, but can also be resolved by the 
governmental administration arresting the electricity thieves. Thieves, no 
matter what they steal, must be punished. Why should the theft of electricity 
be ignored? If someone illegally uses priority electricity, it is not neces- 
sary for a cadre of the electricity sector to become involved: a population 
control cadre is capable of handling the problem. All actions must be uni- 
fied for the common benefit, for justice, and for social order. No excuses 
should be made in order to avoid one's responsibility. If that is done, 

it is certain that we can end the production of electric stoves and deal with 
the illegal free use of electricity. 


Sharpening the Tiger's Claws 


When we speak with cadres of the Electric Power Service, they often complain 
that “there are difficulties in the supplying of electricity, but the activi- 
ties of the electricity thieves have increasingly developed and no steps been 
taken to stop them, so how can distribution be fair?” The people, who conti- 
nually suffer power outtages, blame the Electric Power Service fc. doing a 

poor job. The factortes which have their electricity out out off and cannot 
fulfill their plans (some places waste tens of thousands of dong because of 


sudden power outages) complain. 
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In all fairness, it must be said that the Electric Power Service has many 
deficiencies with regard to distribution and management, and the cadres, 
workers, and personnel allow many regrettable things to occur. In the files 
of Section 79 of that organ there are many cases of electricity workers who 
were brought to justice because they do things illegally, use electricity 
lllegally, or engage in collusion or bribery. The collective housing areas 
of the electricity sector are not yet exemplary, and are no better than the 
other collective housing areas. All that is in the files of Section 79. Who 
knows how many other cases there are that haven't been uncovered. We think 
that there are a considerable number. Ordinarily, the people do not want to 
be troublesome, but only want to get the job done. There have been many in- 
stances of bribes being made so that weddings could have priority in the use 
of electricity. People are willing to spend money to ensure that they have 
electricity for production. Such stories have enabled the bad workers in the 
electricity sector to do misdeeds. If the lights in a house go out because a 
fuse was blown out on the street, it is only necessary to pay someone 5 or 10 
dong to replace it. There is no need to inform the electric power branch, for 
who knows how long that would take. It must be added that in the past only 
electricity workers were allowed to climb utility poles, but now anyone can 


climb then. 


At a iarge factory in Hanoi the director told me, "We are more worried about 
the lack of electricity than about anything else. So we are most afraid of 
the electricity workers, for they can threaten to cut off our electricity at 
any time." "You can contact the Electric Power Service if necessary, and even 
meet with its director, so what are you afraid of?" Iasked. That would 
only make things worse and affect production. It would be quite a mess,” he 


replied. 


He said straightforwardly that he would have to go to the electric power 

branch, then to the Service if he could not resolve the problem at the branch 
level. All that would wastes time, and a problem that should be resolved in 
a couple of days would take weeks. It should be understood that in this case 
tens of thousands of products could be produced during an hour when there is 


electricity! 


Curious, I enquired further, "So how did you resolve the problem?” He laughed 
and said, "I was also negative and had to sell them some products at ‘inter- 
nal‘ prices that were thousands of dong lower than the regular prices!” 


It was indeed an impure improvement. Nowadays, not only that factory, but 
also many others, do such things. The director of the Electric Power Service 
agreed to allow a factory to hook up to the priority line. A unit of the 
electricity sector went to hook up the line and finished the job in half a 
day. Ordinarily, that task would require 2 or 3 days. Why were they so 
quick? Because there was a material incentive. They were treated royally, 
ate and drank as if they were at a feast,and when they left each of the 
electricity workers was given products worth hundreds of dong. The factory's 
reasoning was that it was better to lose some products than to prolong the 
situation of unreilable electricity -- now on and now off -- which affects 
production. Isn't it better to lose a "little" in order to gain much econo- 


mic benefit? 
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It is possible to relate many instances: enterprise X had to contract out 
work to electricians, enterprise H invited them to a party at a hotel, etc. 

All of those instances were half-secret, half-open. If the story is leaked 

to the outside, the electricity workers say, "We demand nothing. The factories 
voluntarily do those things for us, so we did nothing wrong.” 


That is in the state sector. In the cooperative sector, there are many stories 
that have been told, or not yet been told, about electricity! The rationed 
distribution of electricity to many installations is not realistic, but is 
based on favoritism .r “string pulling.” Once norms have been set, there is 

the problem of supplying sufficient electricity to fulfill those norms. There 
is considerable collusion and bribery involving the bad personnel of the 
electricity sector. 


Such activities are clearly a case of sharpening the tiger's claws. The pro- 
duction installations do not struggle against the bad electricians, but help 
them do bad things. That is a negative act which must be avoided and critic- 
ized. If everyone boldly struggles to the end, it is certain that wrong ac- 
tions on the part of bad electricity can be ended. 


Can There Be a Strong Transformation? 


Electricity plays a key role and is closely related to all political, military, 
economic, cultural, security, and social order activities. Everyone knows 
that. We also realize that electricity has developed. In 1955 the only 
source of electricity was the Yen Phu power plant. But now electricity is 
generated in many provinces. At present, the Yen Phu power plant supplies only 
about one-eighth of Hanoi's electricity. The rest of the electricity is 
brought in from other places: Thac Ba, Ninh Binh, Uong Bi, etc. Hanoi also 
receives priority in the supplying of electricity (about one-third of the 
capacity of the northern electricity grid. 


But it is clear that there is still a serious shortage of electricity. The 
reasons are that the equipment of the old power plants is becoming increasing- 
ly decrepit and was damaged during the war, there is a scarcity of materials 
and spare parts, the equipment must sometimes be operated at full capacity and 
often breaks down, etc. The water level at Thac Bac is sometimes low, so the 
power plant's capacity is low. The demand for electricity has increased too 
fast. Recently it has been necessary to cut off to control its use. But on 
holidays, when electricity is not cut off and when there is no production, the 
consumption of electricity sometimes exceeds 1OOMW. We are very much aware 

of that shortage and of the inevitable difficulties following a long, diffi- 


cult war. 


All of us are enthusiastic over the good prospects forthe immediate future: 
the Pha Lai thermoelectric project and the Hoa Binh hydroelectric project are 


under way. 


Our only complains are that the distribution of electricity is sometimes 
irrational are there is negativitism on the part of some electricity cadres, 
workers, and personnel in supplying and cutting off electricity which creates 
an artificial shortage. Then there is the rather widespread stealing of 
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electricity, which not only causes a loss for the state but also results in 
fires and deaths and creates excessively heavy transmission which threatens 
tne operation of the regional electricity grid. People who steal electricity 
for illegal production also upset the market. 


In the not-too-distant future we will have new power plants with large capaci- 
ties. But if management is lax, distribution is arbitrary, electricity is 
wasted, and electricity is freely stolen, it is certain that some places will 
still lack electricity, there will still be many complaints, the people will 
Still be dissatisfied, and many impediments will be created for socialist 


constructior. 





The time has come when the supply-as-needed system in electricity consumption 
must be eliminated. There is no reason why people who pay for electricity 
according to a certain percentage of their salary must pay only two or three 
dong for unlimited use of electricity. Everyone, and the electricity sector 
itself, realize that there are many irrationalities in the setting of 
electricity norms for customers, so why aren't they changed? 


That is the general situation. Does the Electric Power Service -- the 
Spearpoint of all attacks -- dare to carry out a strong transformation to 
reverse the situation? There must be a transformation in organization, 
management, distribution, moral education, and just rewards and punishment. 
First of all, it must transform its collective housing areas into places which 
are exemplary in the use of electricity. In view of the present situation, 
all the people are making the legitimate demand that the Electric Power 
Service make all-out efforts, blame problems on objective conditions, bring 
into play subjective efforts, and rely onthe other sectors and on the people. 
If it does so, it is certain to make much progress. 


I went to the collective housing area of Tailoring Enterprise No 10, which 
has many rows of one-story and two-and three-story houses for hundreds of 
families of cadres, workers, and personnel. Each household had a separate 
meter, the result of an all-out effort on the part of the enterprise. It must 
be added that the wire used to hook up to the meter was not zinc-plated or 
encased in a thick layer of rubber, for such types were not available. The 
enterprise used ordinary electric wire, so it was easy for someone to bypass 
the meter. But no one dared do that. Everyone used the meters and used 
electricity economically and in accordance with the stipulated norms. It must 
be said that most of the cadres and workers there were good people. In the 
past, did bad people steal electricity there? There were some, including 
cadres in charge of factory departments. How did the enterprise deal with 
them? It strictly forbade people to violate regulations and secretly rewarded 
people who informed on such violators. The enterprise's electricity inspec- 
tion team conducted regular inspections and was persistent. It worked every 
day and every week. People who stole electricity were as embarrased as if 
they had stolen cloth. The stealing of electricity gradually died out. 
Everyone lived a life of happiness, honesty, and concord. 


Of course, the enterprise has taken many steps to become a place which 
uses electricity economically, in the production sector as well as in daily 
life. How has it been able to do that? The decisive reason why it has been 
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able to achieve that accomplishment is that the enterprise's party committee 
paid all-out attention to that matter, and led the political administration 
and all mass organizations in doing a ggod job of enforcing the law, being 
exemplary in using electricity, and carrying out just awards and punishments. 


We have mentioned those points to prove that when the party committee of a 
unit puts the economical use of electricity in the forefront ami encourages 
everyone to use electricity economically it can do a good job, no matter what 
the difficulties are. 


It is only regrettable that no other collective housing area in Hanoi, even 
those of the electricity sector, economizes in the use of electricity (espe- 
cially in the sphere of daily life) as well as the collective housing area 


of Tailoring Enterprise No 10. 





Can the electricity situation be improved? We believe that if in the neigh- 
borhoods, the factories,and the Electric Power Service itself the base-level 
party committees are concerned with that matter, regard that mission as being 
a minimum mission of cadres, workers, and ordinary citizens, and endeavor to 
win over, commend, and carry out truly strict punishment, there is certain to 
be a clear transformation. We hope that the Electric Power Service will be 
very pure. What must the Electric Power Service do to achieve that? It must 
not be lax, not be easy-going, not be rightist, replace cadres and workers who 
must be replaced, cultivate good people so that they can be promoted to worthy 
positions, and very strictly discipline people who do wrong and harm the 
unit's prestige. The electricity thieves must be appropriately punished, and 
the people who help them must not be overlooked. No unit has paid attention 
to that task. Nor can factory directors who collude with electricity workers, 
even if for the collective benefit, be condoned. Their units may benefit, but 
they harm many other units and society. Everyone, no matter what their posi- 
tion, must be disciplined. 


We believe that we are fully capable of accomplishing those things. The 
management and distribution of electricity will gradually become more fair, 
so that while we are awaiting additioml sources of electricity we can use 
little during the period in which we have little, and there will be no 


complaints. 


I would like to ask whether the electricity sector as a whole has any new 

ways to increase the capital's supply of electricity at present? If so, it is 
certain to make a considerable contribution to improving the distribution of 
electricity in Hanoi, daily life will be more comfortable, production will 
improve, and Hanoi will be worthy of being the political and cultural center, 
and an economic center, of the entire nation. 


5616 
CSOs 4209/310 
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TRANSPORTATION AND COMMUNICATIONS 


PORT OF HAI PHONG SURPASSES CARGO-HANDLING PRODUCTIVITY NORM 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 11 Mar 83 p 1 

[ Photo caption | 

(text |] Thanks to close guidance of and cooperation among the units in the 


port of Haiphong, during January 1983 the port's cargo-handling productivity 
was 9,000 tons, 1,000 tons more than called for by the plan. 


5616 
CSO: 4209/313 
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POPULATION, CUSTOMS AND CULTURE 


LOCALITIES PRAISED FOR POPULATION REDISTRIBUTION 
Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 6 Mar 83 p 1 


[VNA News Release: “Some Localities and Units Do a Good Job of Distributing 
Labor and Population and Developing New Economic Zones" | 


[ Text | According to the Labor and Population Redistribution Department of 
the Central Committee, more and more localities and units have creatively 
implemented the stands and policies of the Party and state in the tasks of 
contributing labor and population and developing new economic zones. They 
have good working methods and have attained high economic effectiveness. 


After the government made the decision to designate areas for the redistribu- 
tion of population among the areas and localities throughout the nation, many 
provinces and districts stepped up the organization of paired communities 

so that they can work together in distributing labor and population and in 
developing the new economic zones. Exemplary are the brotherhood ties 
between Ha Nam Ninh and Minh Hai and between Nghia Binh and Dac Lac and Lam 
Dong. More than 25,000 cadres, party members, and people of Ha Nam Ninh have 
participated in economic construction and cultural development in Minh Hai. 


A new form in economic relations between the localities is that of production- 
commercial alliances. Ho Chi Minh City and Dac Lac Province are now creating 
a test point in Dac Nong District, with the principal content of Ho Chi Minh 
City utilising workers, population, and other capabilities of an industrial 
city to help Dac Lac Province gradually develop Dac Nong District into a 
forestry-agricultural-industrial district, with the assistance of the Ministry 
of Forestry and the Labor and Population Redistribution Department of the 
Central Committee. Although that work has only just become, a number of 
specific results have been attained: forests have been exploited economically 
and in a planned manner; such secondary products as branches, tree tops, etc., 
have been fully utilized and industrially processed to increase their utiliza- 
tion value and production value; forestry has been used to support agricul- 
ture; and the construction rate of mterial-technical bases has been stepped 


up. 


The An Ha state farm outside Ho Chi Minh City is an exemplary model of the 
new state economic sector with regard to combined production-commercial or- 


ganization. 
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In the collective production sector, many cooperatives and production collec- 
tives in the new economic zones have rapidly overcome difficulties, developed 
production, and stabilized living conditions. In Phu Khanh Province, all new 
economic zcnes have become self-sufficient in grain, and in 1962 fulfilled 
their obligations to the state by selling 258 tons of grain. 


In Binh Tri Thien Province the Nam Dong new economic zone, which was set up in 
1976, has become a rich economic zone of Phu Loc District. At Nam Dong, both 
tne coliective economy and the family economy have developed. 


The Giang Lam new economic cooperative in Do Luong District, Nghe Tinh Pro- 
vince, has 1,480 households totalling 7,950 people. Due to the organization 
of combined commerce (the production of grain, sugarcane, sugar, and alcohol, 
and afforestation), the cooperative has clearly improved the living standard 
of the cooperative members. 


The Vinh Tan cooperative in the Tan Trao new economic zone in Ha Tuyen Province 
was set up by people from Hai Phong in 1978. There, the land has been fully 
utilized for combined production and commerce, such as afforestation, tea grow- 
ing, grain production, stock raising, etc. The people's living standards were 
improved and were higher than in their former home areas. The people provided 
61 percent of the capital needed to set up the cooperative. 


Vinh Phu Province has established a test point for the planting of ground 
cover on denuded hill land in Tam Dao District. Although only initial results 
have been attained, it has opened up a new capability, an important mode, in 
the development of production in that new economic zone. The principal con- 
tents are assigning hill land so that the people can invest their own capital 
in planting it, with the assistance of the state with regard to seedstock. 
Plants are planted in accordance with plans with definite economic-technical 
norms. The Van Luong cooperative, which has 100 new economic households, 
after 3 months has planted 115 hectares of denuded hill land in lacquer trees, 
a long-standing local traiition which had faded away. Vinh Phu is carrying 
out a preliminary recapitulation regarding the growing of lacquer trees at Van 
Luong in order to contribute to the rapid covering of 200,000 hectares of 
denuded hill land in the province. 


5616 
C50: 4209/302 
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BIOGRAPHIC 


INFORMATION ON VIETNAMESE PERSONALITIES 


[The following information on Vietnamese personalities has been extracted 
from Vietnamese-language sources published in Hanoi, unless otherwise 
indicated. Asterisked job title indicates that this is the first known 


press reference to this individual functioning in this capacity. ] 
r/ 


2 
Nguyen Van Bay [NGUYEENX VAWN BAYR] 


*Deputy Secretary of the VCP Committee, Hoan Kiem Ward, Hanoi; on 
6 March 1983 he participated in leveling Thanh Cong Lake. (HANOI MOI 
10 Mar 83 p 1) 


~~ 
Neguy@n Manh Cam [NGUYEENX MANHJ CAAMF] 


Vice Minister of Foreign Trade; on 8 March 1983 he spoke at a press con- 
ference marking the 25th anniversary of @ commercial and shipping treaty 
between the SRV and the USSR. (NHAN DAN 9 Mar 83 p 1) 


~v 


Nguyen Van Chanh [NGUYEENX VAWN CHANHS] 


*Secretary of the VCP Committee, Dien Ban District, Quang Nam-Da Nang; he was 
mentioned in the article “Notes on a Sunny Region" in the cites source. 
(DAI DOAN KET 2 Mar 83 p 6) 


Vv 
BS Anh Chau [DOOX ANH CHAAU]) 


Vice Chairman of the State Nationalities Commission; on 13 March 1983 he 
attended a meeting with a delegation of the Lao Nationalities Commission. 


(NHAN DAN 15 Mar 83 p 1) 


~~ 


Nguyen Dang [NGUYEENX DAWNG) 


Vice Minister of Agriculture; on 10 March 1983 he was at the airport to see 
off a delegation of his ministry to Cuba. (NHAN DAN 11 Mar 83 p 4) 


Dang Duc Ha [DAWNGJ DUWCS HAF] 


Director of the Electric Power Service, Hanoi; he was mentioned in an article 
on a new campaign to stamp out power thieves. (HANOI MOI 8 Mar 83 p 1) 
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vy &f 
Vu Hien [VUX HIEENF] 


*Vice Minister of Power; on 1-2 March 1983 he participated in a conference 
on protection of the power sector. (HANOI MOI 5 Mar 83 p 1) 


* ~ 
Vu inh Hoanh [VUX DINHF HOANHF] 


*Deputy Director of the Public Security Service, Hanoi; he was mentioned 
in an article in the cited source on a new campaign against electric 
power thieves. (HANOI MOI 8 Mar 83 p 1) 


Pham Van Hong [PHAMJ VAWN HOONGF] 


*Chairman of the People's Committee, Hoan Kiem Ward; on 6 March 1983 he 
participated in leveling Thanh Cong Lake. (HANOI MOI 10 Mar 83 p 1) 


~ 


Nguyen Van dp ([NGUYEENX VAWN HOWPJ) 


Chairman of the People's Committee, Dan Phuong District, Hanoi; his article 
on building his district into an intensive cultivation area appeared in 
the cited source. (HANOI MOI 10 Mar 83 p 3) 


A 
Pham Tan Long [| PHAMJ TAAM LONG] 


Director of the Public Security Service, Hanoi; he was mentioned in an article 
in the cited source on a new campaign against electric power thieves. 
(HANOI MOI 8 Mar 83 p 1) 


Chu Huy Man {CHU HUY MAAN] 


Member of the Political Bureau of the VCP Central Committee; Vice chairman 
of the Council of State; Director of the Political General Department, VPA; 
on 12 March 1983 he was present at welcoming ceremonies for a Nicaraguan 
state delegation. (NHAN DAN 13 Mar 83 p 1) 


~ 


A ~~ w 
Nguyen Hdu My [NGUYEENX HUWUX MYX] deceased 


Former Deputy Director of the Central Administration School (1960-1969); 
former director of the Cadres and Organization Department, Ministry of War 
Invalids and Social Welfare; member of the VCP; born in 1915 in Duy Xuyen 
District, Quang Nam-Da Nang, he was in retirement at the time of his death 
on 10 March 1983. (NHAN DAN 11 Mar 83 p 4) 


Pham Van Nghi [PHAMJ VAWN NGHI] deceased 


Former president of the People's Security College, Ministry of the Interior; 
member of the VCP; born in 1904 in Quang Ninh Province, he was in retirement 
at the time of his death on 9 March 1983 at the Vietnam-Soviet Friendship 
Hospital. (NHAN DAN 10 Mar 83 p :) 
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Binh Van Phieu [DINH VAWN PHIEEU] 


*Deputy Secretary of the Vietnam Education Trade Union; recently he partici- 
pated in the 3d conference of his organization. (NCGUOI GIAO VIEN NHAN DAN 


25 Feb 83 p 3) 
4 
Ton Tich Phong [TOON TICHS PHONG] 


Secretary of the VCP Committee, Dong Da Ward, Hanoi; he was interviewed e 
on the Politburo‘'s resolution concerning Hanoi's tasks. (HANOI MOI 
9 Mar 83 p 1) 


a 
Nguyen Quang Tao [NGUYEENX QUANG TAOJ] 


Ambassador to India; on 10 March 1983 he attended a reception given at 
his embassy by Pham Van Dong for a delegation of the World Peace Council. 
(NHAN DAN 12 Mar 83 p 1) 

f/- 


Nguyen Thi Thanh [NUGYEENX THIJ THANH] 
oe 


*“Member of the VCP Committee, Quang Nam-Da Nang; President of the Women's 
Union, Quang Nam-Da Nang; she wrote an article on Quang Nam-Da Nang women's 
role in the high producing fields movement. (PHU NU VIET NAM 22 Mar 83 p 1) 


Dam Thanh [DAMF THANHF] Buddhist monk 


*Permanent member of the Vietnam Buddhist Association, Hanoi; recently he 
was quoted in an article on superstitious practices in Hanoi. (HANOI MOI 
25 Feb 83 p 2) 


, 
L@ Phddc Tho [LEE PHUWOWCS THOJ] 
. 


Secretary of the VCP Committee, Hau Giang Province; his article on his 
province's socioeconomic progress appeared in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 
7 Mar 83 p 2) 


te Ngoc They [LAAM NGOCJ THUYR] 


Deputy director of the Communications and Transportation Service, Hanoi; 
he was interviewed in the cited source about his sector's activities 
during the Tet period. (HANOI MOI 4 Mar 83 p 3) 

4a 


Nguyen Van tign [NGUYEENX VAWN TIEENS] 


Secretary General of the Central Committee of the Vietnam Fatherland Front: 
*Vice Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee of the National Assembly; 
on 1 March 1983 he was on hand to greet a Czech delegation. (HANOI MOI 
2 Mar 83 p 4) 

are 
Nguyen Van Tin [NGUYEENX VAWN TINS] Doctor 


Vice President of the Vietnam Red Cross Association: on 8 March 1983 he attend- 
ed a reception for a GDR Red Cross delegation. (NHAN DAN 10 Mar 83 p 4) 
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A 
Pham Duy Tran [PHAM] ZUY TRAAN] deceased 
eo 


Member of the VCP; former Vice President of the Industrial College; Deputy 
Director of the Cadre Education Department; Deputy Director of the Con- 
struction and Installation Materials Corporation 2, Ministry of Home Trade; 
born in 1931 in Chau Thanh District, Hau Giang Province, he died on 

8 March 1983 in Ho Chi Minh City. (NHAN DAN 10 Mar 83 p 4) 


A 
Le Van Tri [LEE VAWN TRI] *Lieutenant General 


Director of the Technical General Department; recently he accompanied Senior 
General Van Tien Dung on a visit of factory Z 751. (NHAN DAN 9 Mar 83 p 1) 


~ 
Trudng Tung [TRUWOWNG TUNGF] Professor 


*Chairman of the Hanoi Capital Construction Committee; his article on building 
and improving Hanoi appeared in the cited source. (HANOI MOI 6 Mar 83 p 1) 
aw 
z 
Nguyen Trong Vinh [NGUYEENX TRONGJ VINHX] 


Ambassador to the PRC; on 23 February 1983 he held a press conference to 
discuss the results of the Laos-Kampuchea-Vietnam summit. (HANOI MOI 
25 Feb 83 p 4) 


2 
Huy Vu [HUY VUX] 
*Deputy Director of the Public Security Service, Hanoi; he was mentioned in 


an article in the cited source on a new campaign against electric power 
thieves. (HANOI MOI 8 Mar 83 p 1) 


CSO: 6209/331 
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BLOGRAPHIC 





INFORMATION ON VIETNAMESE PERSONALITIES 


[The following information on Vietnamese personalities has been extracted from 
Vietnamese-language sources published in Hanoi, unless otherwise indicated. 
Asterisked job title indicates that this is the first known press reference to 
this individual functioning in this capacity] 


#6 an [DOOX AN] 


*Director of the Grains Service, Ha Nam Dinh Province; his commendation for 
leadership from the Ministry of Food was reported in the cited source. 


(LUONG THUC 15 Sep 82 p 4) 
~ 
Pham inh An (PHAMJ DINHF AAN] 


*Deputy Head of the Emulation Department, Ministry of Food; recently he at- 
tended ceremonies marking achievements of the Ha Son Binh Province Grains 


Service. (LUONG THUC 15 Sep 82 p 8) 
Ludng Ngoc Bich [LUWOWNG NGOCJ BICHS) 


*Director of the Grains Service, Thanh Hoa Province; his article on grain 
collection and management in his province appeared in the cited source. 
(LUONG THUC 5 Jun 82 p 5) 


A ~ 
Le Binh [LEE BINHF) 


*Director of the Grains Service, Son La Province; his commendation for 
leadership from the Ministry of Food was reported in the cited source. 


(LUONG THUC 15 Sep 82 p 4) 
LO CX¥ng [LEE DUWCS CAWNG) 


Director of Asia Department 2, Ministry of Foreign Affairs; on 20-21 Febru- 
ary 1983 he attended a conference of Foreign Affairs Ministers in Vientiane. 


(NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 1) 
Nghiem Chutes Chau [NGHIEEM CHUWOWNGR CHAAU] 


Member of the VCP committee, Hanoi; Vice Chairman of the People's Committee, 
Hanoi; on 2-6 February 1983 he led a delegation on a visit of the Second 
Military Region at the southwest border. (HANOI MOI 8 Feb 83 p 1) 
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2 
Ha Ngoc Chddng [HAF NGOCJ CHUWOWNGR] 


*Director of the Grains Service, An Giang Province; his commendation for 
leadership from the Ministry of Food was reported in the cited source. 


(LUONG THUC 15 Sep 82 p 4) 
Nguyen cWng [NGUYEENX CUWOWNGF ] 


*Director of the Grains Service, Ha Bac Province; his commendation for leader- 
ship from the Ministry of Food was reported in the cited source. (LUONG THUC 


15 Sep 82 p 4) 
Hoang Quéc Dung [HOANGF QUOOCS ZUNGX] 


*Vice Minister in the Office of the Council of Ministers; on 22 February 1983 
he was in Vientiane for a summit conference of Laos, Kampuchea and Vietnan. 
(NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 1) 


Trinh Xuan Duyen [TRINHJ XUAAN ZUYEEN] 


"Member of the Standing Committee, VCP Committee, Ha Nam Ninh Province; *Vice 
Chairman of the People's Committee, Thanh Liew District, Ha Nam Ninh Province; 
his article on grain production in his district appeared in the cited source. 
(LUONG THUC 25 Mar 82 p 4) 


Nguyen Thai Duyet (NGUYEENX THAIS ZUYEETJ]} 


*Director of the Grains Service, Ha Son Binh Province; his commendation for 
leadership from the Ministry of Food was reported in the cited source. 
(LUONG THUC 15 Sep 82 p 4) 


I Bic Eban [I BLOOCS EBAN} 


Deputy Secretary of the VCP Committee, Dac Lac Province; Chairman of the Peo- 
ple's Committee, Dac Lac Province; his article on Dac Lac ethnic people's 
unity in accomplishing their mission appeared in the cited source. (DOAN 
KET 16 Feb 83 p 4) 


Vo #Ong Giang [VOX DOONG GIANG] 


Vice Minister of Foreign Affairs; on 20-21 February 1983 he attended a con- 
ference of Foreign Affairs Ministers inVientiane. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 1) 


VG Manh Hang [VUX MANHJ HAWNGF} 


*Vice Chairman of the People's Committee, Thanh Tri District, Hanoi; he was 
interviewed on his district's production plans for 1983. (HANOI MOI 3 Feb 


83 p 3) 
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12 2& HiGs [LEE DUWCS HIEENF], *Colonel 





Commander of the 105th Military Hospital; his letter responding to a com 
plaint about service at his hospital appeared in the cited source. (QUAN 
DOI WHAN DAN 8 Mar 83 p 3) 


Nguyen Van ute (NGUYEENX VAWN HOONGR} 


*Director of the Grains Service, Haiphong Province; his commendation for 
leadership from the Ministry of Food was reported in the cited source. 


(LUONG THUC 15 Sep 82 p 4) 
Va Ngoc Linh [VUX NGOCJ LINH] 


Secretary of the VCP Committee, Bac Thai Province; his article on his prov- 
ince’s economy appeared in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 2) 


L@ Van Liém (LEE VAWN LIEEM] Professor level 1 


Deputy Director of the Central Sericulture Department, Ministry of Agricul- 
ture; his article "Sericulture in Springtime” appeared in the cited source. 
(NHAN DAN 25 Feb 83 p 2) 


Tran Vin Long [TRAANF VAWN LONG] 
Member of the Central Committee of the VCP; Deputy Head of the Agriculture 
Department of the Central Committee of the VCP; recently he headed a train- 


ing course on agricultural transformation for cadres of the Mekong delta 
provinces. (QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 2 Mar 83 p 1) 


Xun Loc [XUAAN LOOCJ] 


*Member and Secretary of the People's Committee, Hanoi; recently he attended 
a culture and information conference in Hanoi. (HANOI MOI 6 Feb 83 p 1) 


4 
Tran Kiem Ly [TRAANF KIEEM LYS] 


Vice Chairman of the Hanoi Fatherland Front Committee; on 24 February 1983 
he attended a meeting at Ba Dinh Hall to celebrate the success of the Laos, 
Kampuchea and Vietnam summit. (NHAN DAN 25 Feb 83 p 3) 


Huynh Thanh Mua [HUYNHF THANH MUA] 


Chairman of the People's Committee, Ben Tre Province; his article on increas- 
ing production in his province appeared in the cited source. (NHAN DAN 
28 Feb 83 p 2) 


Pham Van Phan [PHAMJ VAWN PHAN] 


Deputy Director of the Central Sericulture Department, Ministry of Agricul- 
ture; his article about mulberry trees appeared in the cited source. (NHAN 
DAN 25 Feb 83 p 2) 
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Ong Phong [HOONGF PHONG], *Major General 


*Deputy Commander, lst Military Region; on 1 March 1983 he attended cere- 
monies honoring the B.38th Gy. (QUAN DOI NHAN DAN 4 Mar 83 p 1) 


Nguyen Van Phéc [NGUYEENX VAW: PHUCS] deceased 


Member of the VCP; Deputy Director of the Finance and Administrative Depart- 
ment; born in 1929 in Haiphong, he died on 22 February 1983 in Hanoi after 
a sudden illness. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 4) 


wm A Vin Quang [NGUYEENX VAWN QUANG] 


*Charge d‘Affaires in the USSR; on 16 February 1983 he attended a New Year 
reception at the SRV Embassy with officials from the Lao and Kampuchean Enm- 
bassies. (HANOI MOI 18 Feb 83 p 4) 


Ha Nhan rifng [HAF NHAAN THAWNGS ] 


Vice Chairman of the People's Committee, Bac Thai Province; he reported on 
his province's 1982 activities at a meeting of the Fatherland Front Commit- 


tee. (DOAN KET 16 Feb 83 p 3) 
ee Thi [DOOX THI] deceased 


Member of the VCP; former Deputy Director of the Cadre Organization Depart- 
ment; former Deputy Director of the Inspection Committee, Ministry of For- 
eign Trade; born in 1921 in My Van District, Hai Hung Province, he died on 
22 February 1983. (NHAN DAN 23 Feb 83 p 4) 


Nguyen Phiic Trach [NGUYEENX PHUCS TRACHJ] 


Secretary of the VCP Committee, My Duc District, Ha Son Binh Province; his 
article on sericulture organization and policies appeared in the cited 
source. (NHAN DAN 25 Feb 83 p 2) 


“v 


~ 
Nguyén Binh Tranh {[NGUYEENX DINHF TRANH] 


Vice Minister of Power; recently he was present during Truong Chinh's visit 
of the Hoa Binh power plant site. (NHAN DAN 26 Feb 83 p 4) 


Nguyen thn Gi Trong [NGUYEENX TAANS GI TRONGJ] 


Member of the Secretariat of the Vietnam Fatherland Front; on 10 February 
1983 he made an opening speech at a new year meeting of his organization. 
(HANOL MOI 11 Feb 83 p 1) 


Pham Chanh True [PHAMJ CHANHS TRUWCJ] 
e ° 


Secretary of the Central Committee of the Ho Chi Minh Youth Union; Secretary 
of the Ho Chi Minh Youth Union, Ho Chi Minh City; on 1 February 1983 he was 
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at the airport to welcome a Soviet Youth delegation. (HANOI MOI 2 Feb 83 
p 1) 


x 4 
Bui Quy Xiem [BUIF QUYS XIEEM] Doctor 


*Acting Director of the Hanoi Public Health Service; his article on needed 
progress in the Hanoi health sector in 1983 appeared in the cited source. 
(HANOI MOI 1 Feb 83 p 2) 
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